Sustainability Liaison

Projects
SY 2020-2021



Sustainability Liaison Highlights

Led After-School Clubs Based in Aligned Lessons with

Sustainability Sustainability Topics

Tuckahoe, Campbell, Fleet, Yorktown, H-B.
Woodlawn, Discovery, Glebe, Arlington
Traditional, and Career Center

Wakefield, Jamestown, Barrett, Arlington
Community High, and New Directions




Sustainability Liaison Highlights
Supported Ongoing Work for
Created Take Home Sustainability Outdoor Classrooms or
Kits Composting

Fleet, Jefferson Middle, Arlington Traditional, Ashlawn, Wakefield, Campbell, Jefferson

and Randolph. These kits housed anything Middle, Fleet, Discovery, Randolph,
needed from seed starters to bird feeders. Arlington Community High, and New

Directions.

Many schools participated in the SACS Earth Week Campaign or organized

their own Earth Week/Day activities. @




Individual School Highlights

Liaisons created the following slides for their joint meeting
with the Superintendent’s Advisory Committee on
Sustainability on April 20, 2021



Accomplishments
e New Insta and Twitter accounts! @ecoswakeﬂeid

e Built furniture for outdoor classroom and cleared trials
) Compiled a database of sustainable shoppind ideas for

the winter holiday season
@ Action Challenges for Thanksgiving Week and Earth

Week
o Daily challenges with survey
e Multiple park clean up events
o Nextoneon May 1st
e Regular discussions on Environmental News

Upcoming:
e Guest Speakers (still coordinating)
e Selling reusable water bottles

Wakefield
High



Tuckahoe Elementary

Students at Tuckahoe have been busy creating videos for
the morning announcements to teach their fellow Sliders
about about how to be more environmentally friendly at
home! Topics have included learning how to recycle
correctly, Arlington's glass recycling drop off information,
and how to get around your neighborhood without a car.

Tuckahoe is also continuing with our other amazing school-
based projects like the Discovery Schoolyard that donates its
produce to AFAC. It's

exciting to see the seedlings begin

to sprout in the spring!
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The work they're doing
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Jamestown Elementary

Lessons on
Sustainability that
Connect to SOLs

K-2nd: Reduce, reuse,
recycle

3rd: Ways to conserve
Soil

3rd-4th: How pollution
moves through the
Chesapeake Bay
watershed

4th-5th: National
Parks and Leave No
Trace principles

5th: Comparing
lightbulbs




fFleet Elementary

The ESC meets weekly

Continuing Weekly Sustainability Activities

100 Bird Feeder Kits

Virtual Science Experiments

Hydroponics
comes to Fleet

Still working on reusable
utensils in the cafeteria

Sustainability Service Projects I

Native Plantings for Birds




Yorktown High



e Science/Sustainability Lessons integrated into library lessons

e Earth Week Activities for all grade levels
o Creation of PSAs for school morning news



H-B Woodlawn

H-B’s GREEN Club has spent the
year meeting virtually and planning
how we’ll use grant funds from
several partner organizations. We
received funds from SEPTA for
accessible gardening for H-B
and Shriver students; WWF
funds to support reducing food
waste; and CBT funds to promote
greater stewardship of the
Potomac River.

Raised garden bed for
increased accessibility



Jefferson Middle

Began new compost
program at Jefferson Garden!

Continued work in
Jefferson community
vegetable garden

Over 50
seed kits
distributed
to students!




Discovery Elementary

This school year our Eco Action students have focused
on ways in which they can continue their sustainability
work from Aome. During our virtual monthly meetings,
we’ve focused on the consumption and waste, energy,
and healthy living “sustainability pathways” thus far.
We’ve had the pleasure of hearing from experts in
composting, lightbulbs, and nutrition! Right now we’re
in the process of planning an Earth Day Celebration on
the school grounds in which Green Leaders will
facilitate trash pickup, garden maintenance, and
outdoor classroom organization.

Eliana

(for the healthy living guest speaker)

How often can I eat Cheetos?

Qo _I

We earned our third renewal of the
Eco Schools Green Flag!

Pealthy WS



https://www.nwf.org/Eco-Schools-USA/Pathways

Glebe Elementary

Students at Glebe have met virtually
once a month to learn about
sustainability and share their practices
at home. We have recorded student
presentations to share with the
school. Presentations have included;
home gardens, examples of upcycling,
posters and persuasive writings about
pollution. We also have a “No-Waste
Wagon” to collect the unopened food
from our student lunches and
redistribute the food to those in need.



Ashlawn Elementary

One week/month Fall & Spring of
after-school gardening led by 6-8
community volunteers & Ashlawn
S.L., at school & at Reevesland
Learning Gardens. Total preK-5th
gr. families so far: 433 diverse
folks, masked & safely distanced -
- planting, tasting, observing &
harvesting for area food banks.



Arlington Traditional Elementary

This year we have a Green Lunch
Bunch for our fifth grade students that
meet once a month. The students come
up with a #GreenTipoftheWeek which
is shared out to our ATS community
through School Talks. The green tip is
also shared to classrooms by our SCA
representatives. We have had cross
meetings with the Yorktown
Environmental Club and EcoAction
Arlington.

Another initiative we are working on this
year is in partnership with Project
Plant It. 1st and 5th grade students will
receive tree seedlings and wildflower
seeds to plant and observe at home
through April, May and June.

Looking ahead - we are moving
buildings. Next year we plan to

-build another garden

-start a compost

-continue our waste reduction initiative



Randolph Elementary

Continuing a garden solo, but looking for more
opportunities to share greenery with our kids. The
second graders learned about plant life cycles, so
they got pea plants to grow at home! We will be
having a Mulch in May event on Saturday, May 8.

Using a Choice Board from Jamestown during
Earth Week, and a possible marker recycling

next year. Nature Box after school club will be
incorporated next year for in-person students.



Restoration of the Arlington Community High

pPotomac River:

Grasses for the Masses Competency 9 Civic Responsibility

integrating Arlington County’s
sustainability initiatives into Environ-
mental Science Curriculum -
knowledge & skills to act!

Feb. 2021 -
shoots emerge.

April 2021 - grases

will be pla.nted in the Reducing the impact
Potomac in May! of food waste by

composting.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lE1Ocu9rV5rDFntwXdup-N6dJPbur4Qg/view?usp=sharing

New Directions

This year students in the
Environmental Science classes were
presented with

the challenge of

designing their own sustainable
cities.

Being that all of the students are virtual
learners instead of actually “constructing”
their cities virtual designs were permitted.

Students also had to submit a written
component and were asked to present their
designs to me.

This project has allowed us to incorporate
very unique topics within the class curriculum
and is inspiring ideas for what we might
include in our own garden next year!

Best City Features
Included:

Communal Gardens
Wind Turbines

Solar Panels
Aquaponics Gardening
Beekeeping

Trade Systems

Low Emission
Transportation
Clothing Produced
from recycled
materials

Community Composts

AND SO MUCH MORE!



JUMP START! Career Center

Students at the Career Center (which includes Arlington Tech, CTE
programs, Academic Academy and the English Learner Institute) have
met virtually three times this year. These meetings jump-started the
Environmental Club with new officers. Based on the environmental
priorities identified by the student officers, we have set goals for the
2021-2022 school year.

The club will also host a TerraCycle BIC recycling station in the school.

Our February virtual meeting
featured a guest speaker
from Arlington’s Car Free
Diet. This meeting continued
the club’s emphasis on
helping students identify
environmental priorities

Many Career Center students already for the communities in
use public transportation to reach which they live.
school each day.

On April 22, the club will hold
an Earth Day meeting. We will
collect waste from school
grounds and discuss the next
phase in the waste stream for
each item. Students can reflect
on whether items are being
disposed of properly in their own
homes and communities. This
meeting with be concurrent: We
will bring the camera with us as
we tour and discuss school
grounds.

Recycling.arlingtonva.us



https://www.carfreediet.com

