Date Subject Message
40/12/18° ) Fairlington il
fopens ) Boundaries

i DearIArlingtooPublic Schoo]s Board Member_s_: o

L l am wrrtmg in regard to the recent school board dlscussron about the elementary school boundarres wrthm the .

; Fa|rlrngton nerghborhood as |'am very, concerned about the proposal that was made iate durmg the work session on
October 10 While dlscussmg potentlal boundary proposals it was suggested that Farrlmgton could be drvrded and South :
G Fa|rlrngton couEd be annexed by Drew Elementary Sohooi : : - : '

ol am opposed o separatmg the c[miciren of Fairlmgton |nto dlfferent elementary schoois ancl elso drsappomted that thrs S
i suggestlon was made late i in the game wathout any, advance warn This opt|on s never in play wrth the publlc until oE
_-:EateonOctoberlo" : : B S dE

o My reasons for opposmg thrs proposal are detarled below, they mclucle both an assessment of the board's polrcy 2
consrderatlons shared durlng the drscussron of evaloatrng the ”gettmg started" boundary proposal as well asa number of i
‘reasons related to the strong cornmunrty ‘thatis the Falrllngton nelghborhood end should remarn e

'_r |es and klds that our chlldren have played wrth in playgroups, on the p]ayground at the Falrlangton Commumty
Center and at our commumty pools And those connections extend to.and are ennched by our ‘experiences at Abrngdon {
: Abrndgon has been supported tremendously by the PTA whose executlve leaders res|de Jn South Farrlrngton Abmdgon is|
: upported by the Fasrlrngton Citizens Association (FCA), whrch works to "preserve and protect the quality of lrfe In -

: Fairlmgton and Worked srde by srde with the PTA and households of Farrlmgton to support the upgrades to the school
The FCA contmues 1o be a brg supporter of our commumty 5choo| PR

My oldest daughter attended Abrndgon whrle the dlscussrons of upgradmg the school facrl;tres and how to upgrade them :
iwere bemg held Tbls was a Iong process that I partrcrpated inby attendrng several meetrngs hosted by the school board
and the BLPC The process requrred commrtment and tenamty by manv In the Farrimgton commumty 1o ensure that our -

i school recerved what was neecled to brrng ftup to par with other Ar]lngton schoois My daughter spent fourth grade ina
rarler, second grade |n a crowded open-air. classroom and frrst grade Ina classroom wrth v15|b]e mold J rssues Through rt
Sall she was proud tobe at Abrngdon for many reasons but among the most |ndelrble one was her wrtness of the -

. comrmtment of her nerghborhood North and South Farrlmgton to support her- school and her classmates In fn‘th

i grade she was able to enjoy a beautlful renovated school hmldmg with art that she and her classmates worked on =0




: ’adornmg parts of the cafeteria and with new f|fth grade classrooms She has talked fondly about Abingdon for years to
:i-:iher younger sister who now attends kmdergarten and walted patlent[y for her turn to rlde the bus and go to the “new
B Z:._ SChDOI ” . B BN . . - .

- Her younger srster came wrth me to her older slster‘s kmdergarten freld trlp, to story readmgs m her cEasses and the :

£ Abmgdon fail festlval where the PTA encourages not only students and their stbllngs to attend but also nerghborhood
s chddren Our WhoEe fam;ly ‘and the whole Fairlington nerghborhood has partrc:pated |n the Fa|rlmgton 5k wh|ch isto
: : ranse funds fora Farrimgton student with a. rare and lthus far) mcurable dlsease as well as the school’s PE program the ERE
Farrimgton Fourth ofjuly parade attended by classmates and teachers ahke, and the school 's Halioween parade where s
parents from alI ove Fa|rlungto atch the costumed chlldren the:r teachers and the Wakefleid marchmg band

; Fa:rimgton is truly a commumty and Abrndgon is.a r|ch wbrant and dlverse cornmumty school Therefore the hoard

s should not dlwde th:s communlty along art]flcm! hnes where true connectwe trssue already e)usts Regardmg the Board s
: pohcy cons!deratlons, drwdmg the Falrl:ngton commumty |s mrsgurded for a number of easons Nerther Proxrmate nor
| Efflcrent i B e : : :

i1y Although South Farrimgton falls outs:de the "walk zone,” |t remams W|thm a 1—mrle rad:us of Abmgdon Due to the
Iwalkahle streets W|th contrguous srdewalks, a stgnlflcant number of students wa!k or | blke to school fforn South ;
: Farrlangton every day Aithough my younger daughter ndes a bus to school we iwe less than 0 9 rn||es from Abmgdon and
“have walked there in, less than 20 mmutes : : : R :

Al students in South Fa|rlmgton would need to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nelther practlca] nor safe: :
: for chrEdren Th|s would put a greater straan on APS transportatmn and wauEd hkely reqwre that APS expand bus. servrse
jto the ne|ghborhood Drew Elementary school i1 8 mlles away and not connected to Farrlmgton by walkable streets

i3 Transportmg students frorn South Farrlmgton to Drew would srgmﬁcantly Iengthen the arnount of t:me that kids spead :
;on the bus. every day and mcrease APS transportatson costs Many parents who seldom or. never drive thelr chlldren to L
; Abangdon wuuld:hkely choose o drwe thelr chridren 1o Drew, mcreasmg congestmn m an area already burdened wrth :

: rafﬂc problems _Non-contiguous St : e : : :

a5 South Fairllngton currently has no ma;or parks or hrghways separatmg them frorn Abmgdon The "boundary" of 395 is. a :
. pedestrran—frlendly street with W|de S|dewalks {even wnder over the brldge that goes over 395) and a blke lane and does
not requrre crossmg guards to mamtam safe walkmg condltlons : : :

2, There are seve'ral ma}or barriers,'including multiple major roads and parks that effectively separate the comrnunity‘i_n_:_




i South Fairlington from Drew. :

: : '_: 3. While it would be theoretmally possrb!e to make a corrlclor to give the |mpressron of contlgwty bv mciudlng portions of
Shrrlangton such a corridor. would be artrfrcual compared to the natural proxlmlty of communltles that are actua]ly

contrguous wrth the commumty around Drew 1am. dlsappomted W|th what to rne appears to he a last minute, non-.

o -transparent attempt at breakmg up a coheslve strong commumty and commu jty s school Cur Fairlrngton nelghborhood i

: up a commumty school that has a phys:cal bu:ldmg wathm the hastorsc bou dari
- advlsed and at. orse ui conscmna'ble X L

: '$inc:ere_1y',"_- :

North and. South should be an exampie of what APS strwes for when. creatr chool zones.'l recogmze that drawmg up .
inew! boundar S'ls an enurmous task but bulldang a commumtv around our:school has taken years, of hard wark by many
: committed partlc:pants from ALL of Falrllngton We) are an mvested commumtv and o tear it apart as proposed would be :
! llke pul!mg apart members of a body l|rnb from limb. To separate south Fa:rlmgton s chlidren from Abmgdon and to spht
of the netghborhood itself i at best il

Erica Brown ..

mments:just a thank you to Flencke at Randolph”

10/09/18

Survey Online

: Robért'éﬁd"he'g,

Thank you so mu h for your time on the phone yesterday and for sendmg the rewsed nu i bers I spoke ata hrgh !evel about thas at our
Randolph PT A : trng_tonlght We encouraged everyone at the meetlng to, submlt any thoughts on the overall pracess.or the proposal
to the survey tonxght :_.don t thlnk anyone was overly worrled aboot our capauty numhers o one was suggest:ng changes to the PaE
plannsng unsts added to Randolph i the proposal, 1 dont th|nk there s any Interest in or changlng anythlng about the Barcroft transfer

pollr.y‘ 1 thlnk yo rsght that overal] those numbers are not_too ggnaf canl

and on the pre K':ssue 1 mentiuned (we currently have 3 VPI s
_ved eisewhere and e!|g|ble familles could stitl recewe VPI at a

1 think the schooi commumty does want to keep an eye. on enrollment
. ciasses) We would hope that lf Randolph lost a pre-k class it would be
: drfferent !ocation : ‘




Al’ter speoding more time with the planning unit level data and the school dashboard tevef data, I think that the only thing that could
unexpectediy change things for Randoiph in terms of elther enrollmeatjcapaczty utilization or demographsos are stgnlftcant changes to
the stuctenls transferrrng outto ophon schools, aacﬁ I don't see that happenlng anytime s00M. - : :

S H|_l<athy, Thaoks for your response 14 ds see. that footnote but d|dn't really understand T do now. 1 have another questlon from our

corhmamty Currently anyone In the 'Barcroft zone cao automatrca!iy attend Randolph due to Barcrolt‘s alternahve scheduie hoWever
randoloh ls not consrdered an optlon scho_ ast vear we had about 50 transl’ers frorn Barcroft zone!' m wonderlng how that i s o0
represented 1n the data or rnav affect the capacrty utlIlzatlon rates My onderstandlng is that Rando[ph stud' t bodv coont ts . >

slgmfrcantty higher: than the 378 represented in the data. Is this a questlon for the plarmers? B

itlf}.[lﬁﬂ "Hoffman Boston B R
Different Start (To wh_.om it may.congemn

Time

g propeﬂy I am not happy wlth the boundary changes and 1am hoplng
ort Mver Mlhtarv I stallation to also go to Long Bran h Elernentary Schools. :
Milltary ch;tdren atreadv go through 3 lot of charrges and deplovments in thetr llv s, there isno need to add more. I see Longbraach as
a fam;lv now 1 am comfortable sendlng my Chl|d there and knowmg that she rs safe. iwould Ilke to propose to mlnsmlze the soczal _
emotlonal 1mpact that w1|1 have on chlldren o at least allow those who have started there and be able to contmue ontzl they are ready
to move to mu:ldle school AEso the swntch wrth the | new school Hoffman Boston wrll also create a b|g conﬂ ith my work schedule as .
wei] as rnany other parents The hours of operatron are not the sam ' therefore to think that Is easy to ]ust reasssgned chlldren i }
another school and not have an lmpact is wrong It wrti have an 1mpact on ch|ldren and parents I hope ' ou_are able to coastder some :
of the concerns and suggestlons . : ' :

Last nlghtI tried to access_to the survey bu
that the board wm reconsrder aliowmg chlldren that atte

Thatak v_o_ufor.your tim_e _and 'attentl_onl_ Liliana Cahallero '_ e

ioyio/is

I have revlewed the proposed boundarv chnges anci I am in favor W|th them I am pl sed that our'st_ree_t_ { _u_t_h l?_ox'_'st_reet_) along .vrlt_h :

several streets surroundlng oars, were added to the boondary map

I thmk the boundary changes are Ealr and make sense |n aa effort to help the surroundlng schoois thrlve

ha Smith Oakridge paret




10/10/18 | Crystal City

Arlington consrdered partnerlng wrth developers to burld an urban schoo! |n a new or e)ristsng structure' dJacent to. one of its parks in

iiYour Name

Ani'ra _l-ludson B

My comment/question relates to the foflowing school or program: :

Oakridge Elementary . " -

Your (_;o:r_hmerrt'or' Queetlon_

The, revrsed Hoffman Boston boundanes dont allgn weth the proxrm|ty or stabsllty goals. Why does _offrnan Boston dranv'fro'm more j'_
of the Colu bla Prke area Vs trekkang klds who currently walk and bike to Oakrrdge (pla g unrt 48121)‘-‘ Under the current plan, _
n t schools under redrstncting south of HWY 50 are proJected to be at or ; ceed 100% capar:|ty ln in 2021 What happens n
2022? was told there are no new schooi addrtrons planned in sooth Arlmgton ln the dra!‘t APS strategsc pian How does ArElngton plan )
to adapt to the mcreased resrdentral denstty in the Crystal Caty/Pentagon Crty area and the Columbia Plke corndor? There are numerous '
construr:tron pro;ecls underway. Growth is "smart" when |t creates attmctlve comrnunshes wrth a range of housrng and transportatron

optrons near jobs, shops, servrces and schools (from arllngonva us) Arllngton |s ]ust as attractrve to famrlres wrth klds uncier 18 as it ls g
to familles wrthout kids. When wilt Arllngton return to smart growth and gwe schoo]s the same prronty lt grves green space? Has k

Fall 2018 E!ernentary Boundary Pror:ess Please share your comments feedback or suggestrons. HeE[o, 1 thlnk adding the smai! portson

; of 1st through 3rd St S to the new. Fleet Elementary schoo! zone makes complete sense T think it will be easy for the bus roetes to
; swmg by and prck them up. Al
: Regards,_ Nicolas Joy

', |t wsii stop the klds from watchlng a dlfferent school bus llterally dnve by them as they wait for therrs ;

10/10/18 Communication

with Community
Members

I woo!d E!(e 10 express my concems with, what to me, feefs I:ke a fa]lure to properly notrfy effected homeowners and parents of the :
peedmg changes to our schooi boundarres. i moved to Arlmgtoa severa[ years ago and I currently have a son Just ender a year old I
se!ected South Arllngton, Shrrlrngton specrfrcally, to move to l’or proxtmlty to Ablngdon and the new h|gh school As my chs]d is ot yet of
school age 1 was gsven no notlce of the proposed change in boondarres for the Windgate 1 subdivision, 36061 from Abingdon 1o Drew. I
would have Irked to seq the board dtilize other means, such as CAPP portal to dlstnbute out thls notxce to all resrdents As it stands S

) now, I mlssed bemg abie to submrt my comments to the survey.




I have revrewed the presentation from the 28 August worklng sessmn, but there is no actual data to examine, I would hke to see the v
data. and analy5|s behind the pro:}osed changes, Currently, I do not see the Iogac behmd reassignment of 36061 to Drew. Your analysls
could be spot on and change my polnt of view, but untri 1 can see itl wrll reserve judgement 1 intend to attend the future meetrngs to
ensure I can hear the current ﬂatus and to volce my oplnlon as a concerned re 'dent, parent arsd tax payer ) R !

v]r.Chr_i_s R_e_ber Windgete 'I'Reei_dent._' R

10/20/18

!t is not w:se to m ve South Fasrllngton into Drew boundanes Farr[tngton is ONE communlty and the esidents should be _asstgned__to :

NE schoo!

i dditionaliv, you would be puttlng a burden on famllr_

s to adjust schedules. Our children can eurrently 'walif( to Abi_n_gd_on.'it_wouid L

No to South
Fairlington
Boundaries

10710018

Tammie Dzubak Sent from iPhone Pledse excuse typos..

- Subject:jsuoport_ for South 'Fairiington'and_ Ahingdon _'

Hello, I am wrltmg to welgh in on the APS boundary revlslon process lsve on South Stafforci Street in South Fairllngton and have

daughter who wail be in kindergarten tn a few years ‘One of the many benefits of; thls unzque nenghborhood that convznced us to buy a
home here was the [ oxlmrty to Abingdun Elementary School T understand that one of the, proposals for the new boundarres Enc!udrs ;
szth Fa‘_ Ingtcn rmilies attendmg Drew I would like to express my concern ahout th s proposa! and state my support oF marnrn at

My prlman/ coocem with this pro;;osal mvolves transportahon We, along wrth many of our- nelghbors, rntend to wa!k or btke to school atj
Ablngdon. Walking from our sectron of South Fairllngton w0 Ablngdon takes approxrmately 15 mlnutes, wt:ach ss less hme than the
current bus nde from the Falrllngton Cemmumty Centerto Drew Furthermore, the current bus route from South Farrhngton to Drew :
unity &




10/11/18

T Keep Fairlington

Together

: order atterrd a schoot a greater drstance away. The proxrmrty of Abrngdon to alt of Fairllngton means that fewer students need to take a
o school bus, thus savrng the district maney, We absolutely could not walk to Brew, grven the drstance and the  heavily trafficked roads .- 1
2% ibetween here and there So we woulcl neecl to be bused, and that woatd cost the drstrrct nore than if we were to attend Abmgdon For 4

: Dre

: leadrng from Quaker Lane to.395 often backs up a4 the way up the hil toward 32nd st and progresses very stowly This would be 3 -
“thuge inconvenrence for Sout 1
“:irolte frorn South Falrlrngton o Drew goes drrectiy past Abtngdon “The travel trme, sase of accea;, -and necessrty (or lack therefore) ki r

Farrlrngton familles a Ablngdon.

: Farrlrngton is a unlque nerghborhoo_ We dun't 5

_ Slneere:ly; S_ara Ktrsehner__tohc_e_rned_ South Farrlington P_ar_e_nt

South Fairllngton parents wrshrng to dnve therr chrldren to school Abrng on is 'approximately 5 mrnutes away or less by car, E}rlvrng to:

; in the mormng means contendsng wrth traffc Ieadlng onto and off of 395, and certarnly a dnve Eonger than 5 minutes. Traffic .

i ngton parents tryrrrg to drrve therr chrldren to Drew and arnve crn time. Agasn, the a!ternatrve to that '_ ;

) dered when decidrng which sohool South Falrlington farmlres shoutci attend 1 contend that the drastrc
drfference in convenrence between Drew and Abingdon for Soiith Fairlington amilies ould sway the decasron in favoar of keeplrrg a|

busmg should be heavrly c

south srde We are one cemmunlty th .shares
ing up in this nerghburhood means havrng frlends on both S|des of the hrldge who attend_schoul

urselves ae.the 'north and

facrErtres and cornmunlty events Gr" v

famrlres to Drew witi dwlde us, frorn the hnb of our commu ty R

: To__W_horn_It May Concern, i

' chlldren Ilvmg in South Falrlingten ta Drew Elementary School Tam unequlvocally opposed to a pmposaE that separates the chlldren i
: who Ilve In the Farrlrngton nelghb"rhood for a number of reasons tttat 1 hope you wrll consrder '

Sut_rject: e!ernentary'sc'hoo_i_be&s}daries L S

I am stressed to. !earn that | 't.he current work sessinn on. elementa schoo! boundanes there was a serrous drscuseron of retocatreg

Frrst and most Ernportant[v, Fait |ngto more than a coIEectson of streets that share a nelghborhond designatlon. Fatr!rngton is an I
estabhshed communlty—- our famllles work together to face our commen cha!tenges, crur chrldren share parks and pools, and many of us,
Falrllngton because we wanteci our fami]les to be comrnunally engaged and there are few nerghberhoods i Arlington that
take the eeponssbrlrty of communrty engagement a5 rruus!y Part of thls Is ser:drng our chrldren toang supporting the nerghborhood
scheol Abrngden is Irterally Iocated rnslde of the Farrlmgton housmg development and no mater how boundaries are drawn bythe

country it will always be the schooi within Farrizngton "Schools are strongest when the comrnunrty is engaged and invested, Breaktng




. Second for a practtca! perspectwe, a great deal of South Falrllngton walks and bikes to schoo! Whrle itis not wrth]n the walkmg
: boundaries that APS has deﬂned on most days there are large numbers of children walkrng to school with, thelr parents Bussing
éjchlEd en. from South Fairllngton o Drew would eE;fmnate the ab|||ty of .our. chz!dren to waik to school Addltronally, lt's hard to imaglne a:

to our children when they are bussed past the ‘school tn thejr ne|ghborhood ln order to get to thelr "ne;ghhorhood school L
In an age of increasmg drvrslon, we must !ook to our cornmunlhes to secure and in some cases, repair the socrai fabnc In the near

; termr the real work of brrdgmg our dlwdes and lnstllilng the value of our civic. and comrnunal responsrblhues m our ch|ldren must happen
fin our nesghhorhoods arsd comrnumhes Ourr. schools are an opportumty to focus the energy of a communlty Ilke Falrllngton,

Sincerely, Michael Rosenberger -

,apart an exrstsng communlty hke Falrltngton wrll weaken aur schoois Preservmg the connection between our community and our echool
is cntlcal for-out children whe don t understand the demographrc statistics, but who know the|r nelghbors. Preservmg this connection is

|mportant for Ieveragmg communlty support for one of. central mstltutlons Building a communsty araund a schooi is a difficult task—1
urge you to cons der that when that commumty exrsts, it Al that lt remam unbroken

: _ot lnvolve bussing our-chddren PAST Abingdon Bemdes belng Ioglstlcally untenabte what message does it send

commumty that already extsts that 5hares a sense of place and Idenuﬂcatlon, a commumty that already onderstaods that lt's sometlmes
hard to lrve together but acknow]edges that making: : king together P]ease do no rnake the profound m|stake of
rem_o\nng O_ur:_chll_d_ren s educahon from_the cony ty in whlch we have chosen the rarse_ them. : R 2

10/11/18

Swoutd reduce the Proxamlty, Ahgnment, Demographlcs, and Contlgulty of the South Falrhngton communlty, hy forcmg chl]dreo to attend !

imy chlld

s'the closest school to us 1 have heard that you mtend to chaege the elementary school boundaoes so that South Falr]lngton chlldren : _
III no longer g0 to A ngdon. 1 would Erke more lnformation on this p!an, as i seems fo make geographrcally no sense at all; _Could you
c : nd rne your proposed nd ry_map for future school vears, as well as your justlﬂcatlon In_maklng such a rnove? ey

As far as I.can teli sucha proposai would go dlrecﬂy agalnst four of the six Poficy B 2 1 "Boundary Policy Con5|deratlons Speuf cally, lt

schools that are (a) further away, (b) woufd separate ch;!dren in the sarne communlty lnto different schools, (c} lower the diversrty of

cIasses, and (b) requlre very signrf icant gerrymandenng of. the e]ernentary schooi boundarres o create rnur:h less compact ol
non- contiguous districts, g S I : :




Thank you in advance for any information you can provide, .- -,

Sincerely, -

Dr.'Eric-Swae_ster_. _. N

10/11/18 South Fairlingtdrr ' s P PEEDEERAIRR
Boundary Changes My name Es Katherine Schaelder and iama resu:lent uf South Fa agton
am wrlting to urge the school board to keep South Farrirngton wrthln the Ablngdon boundary '_My daughters started kindergarten at’

by twrn daughters are cu ' ntly 2nd graders at Abzegdon i

: Ab;ngdon 2 years ago, rrght when the renuvauons[constructron bega They endured year a nstructron ncuse and upheava! dur:ng :
thelr ﬂrst year. The renovatlons con ' ed_ into thelr ist grade e d was f‘ nally completed halfway through iast schoo[ year. 1
: repeateéiy heard of. constructron nmse and times when classronm_ _ere moved or changed based on the renovatrons ‘K was a drfﬁcult :
way to. start thezr etementary scaaol careers especrally as they both are very sensltwe to Ioud noises (whzch made K hard for them to

focus on schonl as they were 50 concerned about where the nuises were) ] uw, “st startrng therr Zad grade year, they are t vmg and'

Gd_od rno_rnir\g,

'b'e_ _bgsted? I.'_krtow .It'_wil_l be_ e:'a.sier. fer_-the:c.ornm_unity to reyi_ew. then _watching the se_ss_iun_

l_r'ff.éfmat_i_en WIII a transcnpt from Iast nrghts meet

Also, can staff sumrnanze th. ir taiceaway from the meeting? hat dues staff lntend to do now to reseond to the questrons and t:oncems :

Lisa Owings




'10/11/18

Justification for
Windgate
Rezoning

Subject: _Que_stion_ regarding ACPS rezoning

Dear ACPS _t':olte.agues,'

'm

! _nttng :n regards to your recent powerpmnt presentatlon, "Schoo] Boerd Work Sessmn Fall 2018 Eiementarv Schooi Boundary
Process Communlty Input LR ; S o

Prtor to this document iwas unaware that my hoose was In a zone under consrderatmn I hv: n the Windgate Condominlums on South
Four. Mlle Run m South Arhngton. We Iwe just down a hlll from Abmgdon Etementary Schoot When we purchased our: home In 2016 [
would attend Abmgdon in a few years and 'we would be ab!e to walk

was under the assumption that our son (currently [n preschooi),

The pow polnt maps are somewhat unctear and so I am asklng for further clarrr catron about _y exact Iocation What are the plans for
' '_ to Drew Elementary? 1 am, interested in exact trmehnes and Justrr“catron for putting children wsthan walkrng dlstance :
to a school o bus: route to.a mote stant school 1 would dlso appreciate more detai : :

10/11/18

|ea se Endicate the current toplc yo__' d leke to engage w;th Fall 2018 Elementary Boundary Pror:ess Please share your comments
feedback or suggestlons Tam afes Jent of Columb:a Forest and fam wntrng to ask thet we are not moved to Drew. It : il :
bus rsde and 1/2 our nelghhorhood won’t be atteoéing T we have to be moved aIEow us to go to Campbell or Barcroft Drew Is T{}O far i

10/11/18

Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

away South FalrEangton is 50.much c[oser to Drew

DearAP._S _Sc_hool_ oard,

I m wnting regardmg Iast nlght's school hoard rneetrng h|le d|scuss:ng potentral boundary proposa%s lt was suggested that South
Falriington cou]d be rezoned away frorn Abmgdon to Drew want to express my earnest concem thas would have on the Falrhngton and
Ablngdon commomty S ' ooy e :

There are’s 'nu'mber of.-tea_sons this proposal is bad for the students and families otsouth'_FairIinotonand Abingdon,

. F.'roxtmlty._ :

'_Although_ So'uth'EaIr_ting'ton fals ou_tside t_he “.\?Velt io_he'_’. it ré_m_ains within _a':1 m_'ire {adlus of the_ school.




éwalk}‘bilre_ not r_naking it harder, '. _

" All klds in South Fazrllngton would most deF mtely need bused to Drew Th|s would put a greater straip on APS transportation whlch ls.
not a luxury APS has E o : e :

. Bu's.ridee:f_rdrn S_du_tt} Fairlington to Drew would aﬁgni_ﬁeantly_'!engt.hen the fide for kids.

2, Efficency ..

. _S'_ou't_h'Fa_iﬂingtun:far_n_ili_es' _t._nat_.rzc walk/bike to Ablngdo_n_ W_on‘f be able to do 's_r__x if _rn_o_ve_d to D;evri,: '

-_Sth_h Fairlin_gtdn -f'an'nuie' ' tbuswr%i have to s 'a¢ tnelr_d_ay _g.\}en _eadier.a's' thé_ _tength qf. t_h_e rlde W_il'l'-tn:ple_if mpeed_td D_r_ew.

: One ﬂnal polntI cannot state with enough urgency, North Farri;ngton and South Fairiington |s one blg Communlty There is dynamtc

; ngagement whlch unlte both students and farnlhes |n South and Nerth Falrllngton (community centers, farmers markets parks i
ummer swlm teams, parad -_the l|5t goes on and on) Ablngdon s commu:saty of North and South Farrilngton shou!d be an example uf _'
hat APS strwes for when c ng school zones not trymg to tear it apart LR : '

leaee dhj_}dse_ ny plan.that sepa_ra;es_i:al_riingfon farn_i_li_es _fm_m Abingdon._ :

"IRegards- -




10/11/18

Keép Fairlington
Together

1 arn a homeowner |n suuth Falrllngton and ny daughter is in 2nd grade in Ablngdon, our Fa|rlmgt0n n' ghburhood schooE It shoutd
STAY that way' Asit is now, we can walk or blke to schooi thrnugh our neighborhood roads - and it makes no sense asto why we :
would aII of a sudden be re-a55|gned to Drewl i : : : : :

Falrizngton isone caheslve commumty suuth and north together = and any efforts to split us up vsa school assmnments wou!d R
eadanger that cohesnon that ss such a value to us. as parents' comrnumty members and taxpayers : R

1 ﬁj-ge y_o_ﬂ 1o i_(éep éouttt :Féir'lingtort irj'thé 'Ab:ing_dpi_\_ sr_:_tstm! distﬁct_. G

verthef“rstleoathsuf in irington, "
; Commons Assoqation * . -

HThis bri_ngs ne td thé p,u.r.pose of my .ern._a_il, 1 have been following thé APS é!ementéty 'boundary_rg\fi_si_oqs_fq'r_ _th_e pést mbrtth. Initially I




“I’hank_ vo_u_s_o much in advanc_e for 'v'our r:'o:nslclera.tlo

Since:re_iv,' Meghan 'S_Chelfele' {Momof2 'h:appy_ bovs at -Ablnodon Eleme_nta_ry Sr_:ho_o_l_) B

iwas retreved to learn that the fairfington cornmunrty would be kept in tact a Ablngdon Recently however, Tearned via word of mouth

there was a "verbal proposal" to splrt Fairlington in 2 and send South Farrirngton students to Brew rather than Abrngdon Though verbai
Jasa long time resrdent of Farrlrngton wrth a deep affer:tron for our nerghborhood this proposal upsets me greatly Regard]ess of the 395
.bm:lge thal: drvr
‘lon Weekends and eerng other parents chlldren and even teachers in our r:ommumty Chrldren of our nerghbors are not only fnends, "
: but also classmates These close relationshrps have ennched mv chrldren s school life and itis thrs tralt of- Abingdon s that has made oor
: last 6 years such a unlque and cherrshed expenenc " ; : ; : :

s ou neighborhood we are one Falrlrngton F love gorng to the park, playgrounds and farmers market after schooi and

Though I un rstand the need fo the boundary re __os For the servlr:e of all South Arlrngton B |dents 1 feel. tmakes no sense to sp!rt
up thls close knlt nerghborhood that has attendlng Abrngdon for many years, 1 urge the school board to vote agasost thls new proposal
verba! or otherwrse : : : : L

10/11/18

"10/11/18

| FR/LImpact on
i Enrofiment

We are parents of two chrldrer: at Abrng on Elementary and lrve rn Farri;ngton, —They have both been enrolled : nce

: thrs Srncerely Star:ey Coppel and Steven Svoboda :

from Abrngdon Movrng Ablngdon students to P " w uld

nnec ssarv drsruptron to their l;ves Please do not conslder dosng g8

Dea_r Robe_rt, 2

Lookrng at the new ca[culation for FR,IL that was lncluded |n last reght‘s presentatron' anc! that you addressed duzrng the work sessron, rt
appears that whlle the new deeomrnator Is the total number af. chrld en wrthin a. school boundarv, *, e ¥, alr resrdent studeets lecluding
both those who attencl their zoned school and th05e who attend ao optron school _he numerator remarns the sarne, *, e only resrdent
students who attend therr zoned school (and receive FR/L See Footnote 3 notlng that the FR/L tount i 1s resrdent students bot
*excludes* optron students In other words, 3 appears APS dld not add to. the urnerator the number of resident- -option students
recervrng FR/L If 50, then the calcutatron add_ : ghly 350 students to the de "om' ator wrthout a correspondmg adjustment to the
numerator, ‘and the. resultrng percentages wou!d be artrf c' IIv low, : (R R

Can you please r:EanEy whether the above is correct or whetherI am mrssrng sometbrng about the way APS has done thrs new
calculation? Thank you, ) R I : ) ;




- |Sincerely, Miranda Turner

10f11/18.

10/11/18

4 Fatrhngton a

Keep South:

Abmgdon

South Fairlington
Rezoning

: records as well as the location within our nelghhorhood We do currently have our daughter in extended day | but are pianning to have

l am Wntlng to express my Dplnso S about the pruposed schoo! boundanes, speuﬂcal!y those re!atmg to south Falrisngton (umt 36130)
Please keep our: nmghburhood and unlt aSS|gned to Ablngdon and do nDt SWItch It to Drew Here are, the reasons why we should stay |n

Increase. *Prom _tty— *We have a strong communlty (both notth and south Falrlington) an ] Abmgdon Is our nesghborhood schuul
There are manv oommumty events mciudang the Falrilngton SK that support the schoul Spllttmg the neighburhood wuuld inhibtt thls -

to school atA |ngdon Thls would save the transportatiun department money = *Demographxcs— -*If you remove our unlt and swstch at
to Drew, the percen age of students receivin 'Free and Reduced Lunch at Ablngdon wxl) actually tn __ease, whlch defeats the purpuse of i
twing to Iower the perc ' tage at Dréw, : : : e :

Th_ank YOu f_o_r_consrdering my pqznts..' i

Sub]ect Rez_t)ning_ of south Arlington S

H_ello_, :

Iwas toid thas was the ema|| address to 5end any conce' 5 Fe are ng i e rezonmg of outh Arllngton students from 'a mgdon
elementary schoo! to drew eiementary schuol :

Our-daughter Is in 3rd grade and has been at Abmgdnn slnce klnderga M, She ha_ been there throu hout tae constructlun and
renovat:on and that proces was hard for her especlally cormng from a pnvate ep!scopal preschool statted as 3 very anx|ous
and featfu! child and has blossomed Into a fun: Iuvmg and art|st|c young Eady who foves schooi The structure and focus of the arts at
Ablngdon s the main reason we chose it. But what drew us to the area was what a great school It was in terms of safety and scoring :




her rlde the bus next year along with her brother. who will begin kindergarten The thought of hawng fo make her swrtch schools in ttae
middle of elementary school makes us alt very sad and anxious, We recently Iost Oy dog and have been blown away by the love and
support she has received from her teachers, counselors and fellow classmates, Many of these klds have been together since
ndergarten and this rezon;ag wnll lead o them being separated from kids who Iave |n the same nelghborhood

We Iove Ilvlng In fa: ngton because of the close knlt commuo:ty aad the neighborhood schoo] Please do not rezone south Arlington. to
{drew elementary school It may mak ense on paper artci Jfor budget reasons but R willbe’ a huge detrtment to many students, :
tncludmg my daughter and it will force us to move to make su kids contmue to: get the best educat|on 1n Arlmgton that they can ;

'oea'r A?S_’$taffr~'g :

haok vou so much for a|| your work on th:s process We know that It Is not an easy task trymg to balance and pr:ontlze ail the Pollcy
C0n5|derat|on5 and create boundarres that meet APSs core values We I|ve in South :ngton (referred to, Iast night as the [
Faarhngto_ wedge")— ptannlng Umt ) 36130 and we are. APS parents o 2 current elernentary students and a future klndergartener

: startsng ms' 020 Eor 2021} Altef watchlng the work séssion last nsght we have some concerns : : !

South Falrllngton (PU # 36130) bemg cons:dered to feed to Drew?l7! Farrhngton ls GNE nelghborhood W|th ONE civic assomatlon

S hooi receives huge support from thrs eetzre nelghi}orhood because |t is IN our, nelghborhood The ALL Falrllngton Bulletin
ncludes Abing _n News and we all functlon a one cohessve communlty The school thnves becaose of thls The rnajorlty of Ablngdon
udenE who come frorn Falrlington, come from PU#36130 You would be teanng thrs neighborhood apart and really negatwety
ffectleg the school commuoaty No. other commumty that feeds to Ablngdon can clalm :t to be.in thelr nezghborhood all of Farrhngtun
_oes and we, all fee! mvested in It The rnajonty of this pEannlng un|t l|es WITHIN el ms!es radlus and could be part of the extended
twatk zone to Ablngdon Just yesterday, as I head out to prck up mny kids from their claremont Bus stop, [3] Sth gfade Ablngdon
udents watked past me on their way home from school. And they all Ilve rlght off: of 5 Utah Street the outer edge of that 1 mife - '_
i d|us _Most of this plannmg unit could walk to school Currently thezre are two hus routes to accornmodate the number of iods That

ould easily be reduced to 1 route if an extended walk zone was |mp!emented Transportahon to Drew would increase costs and be L




' compiscated W|th very heavy trafflc zones tq be cmssed to get there and back As there was concerm expressed about keepang the
Randolph Commumty |ntact regardless of thelr demographlcs, 1 lmplore you to do the same fozf the Fa1rhngton Commumty

Our. uther concern !ses with the pro}ectlons of Optlon SCh00| student numbers namely Claremont’s future kmdergarten classes Gne of ?
ithe purpuses of thls process is to balaoce enrollmeat among ‘these schools Over- crowdmg at CIS is & huge issue and nothing has been
done about it

No part of this process allewates this and our concern is that the pro;ections assume that the klndergarten classes b ;
CEaremont W|E§ continue to be the sarne s;ze The number of optlon schoo! students from these areas can not continue to be what they 1

10/12/18

Kee‘p Fairlington
Together

|Rabert & Melania Saraniers -

To Whon i May Cone

‘ithe watlk ; zone, we are 3 mlles away from school and waEk to school most days, :

X am_ a$, Fairingion hom_eowﬁé_f of 9years and an invelved Atingdon ‘parent (planning _uni.t 3613o)._ :

i am opposed to separatlng the chlldren of Falri:ngton I _o dlfferent elementa schoots. Thas s based on several key posnts that the

Aiﬂmugh South Falrlmgton falls oulslde the “walk zone !

Falrlignton would requlre that all students be bused i
woutd put a greater straln on APS transportatlon and w uld Ilkely requlre that APS expand bus semce to the nelghborhood Addltlonally,
many parents who seldom dnve the|r chl!dren to Abmgdon wouid hkely choose to drwe thelr chiidren to Drew, increasing congestion ln g

In terms of contlgwty, Soui’h Fairlington currentiy has no 1 _or parks or highways separatlng them from Ablngdon The "boundary“ of

1395 is a pedestrian-friendly street with sidewalks and does not requiire crossing guards to maintain safe walking conditions, There are




o/zis

several major barners, racludrng muitspte major roads and parks that effectwely separate the communrty in South Falrt;ngton from
Drew, : : : : : :

From the perspectlve of ttae entlre Fairiéngtoa cornmanity, as prlrnary advocates for Abrngdons much«needed school renovatron rnany
sacrifices were made Durlng the renovatlon Abrngdon studen!s leamed in relocatable c!assrooms, went without a piayground and dealt
the noise of constructiaa fora year Many of the students currentty at Abtngdon (an through 5th graders) were alfected by the '_ '
ongolng construction during the 2016- 2017 school year: and even had o be locked down {(and subsequentty mlss a school day) due to a
hazardous matenals concern Jn the bmidmg Th;s constructzon dssrupted thew [ ucation and lt would be unfalr to submtt these students '
to further dlsruptlon RO L

EEWhen it comes to proxrmrty, effrcrency, drsruption,fstabitrty, and contzguity there are no garns and srgnn‘“ cant iosses for South FarrE ngton
;;farmlres i moved lo Drew : e : : L

i

As Farrltngton celebrates its 75th annwersarv thls yeat, itis c|ear itis an inteatzooa! unlted comrnuntty The Falrllngton Civrc Assocratron
i verv actwe and engaged and W|th two votmg statlons wrth over 1500 voters en each srde, we nearty double every other crvrc

i assouatlon |n the county Our kids grow up; and partlcspate inso many of the netghborhood actwlties that defne the character and spmt
of Fatrlrngton 1nclud|ng the annaal 4th of July parade, our farmer’s market, the Falriington 5k among 50 many others. Abingdon is the
very center of thrs communrty Abmgdon s r:ommunlty of: North and South Fa|rE1ngton should be an exampte of- what APS strlves for i
when creatlng schoo] ones,” Bulldlng a communrty around a schoo] 1s a drﬁ“ cult task-- 1 hope that APS wrti realrze that when an Invested

communlty exists, its ntlcai that it be pr erved i

Sin_cere!y, :

. Sara Tuke Ca_rr RO

Abingdon

.Su'hject; E[ennentary sc_hool_.i;_roondaryIchange_aroeosa!e_for Abin'gdo_rr '

My narne Is Nancy Aws and 1 Ilve in Ari;ngton, specif' cal !y In Falriington VlIIages on South Columbus Street 1 }ast heard that one of the :
options in ttre proposais for elementary school boundary changes ls to have those stedents fn the South Falrtmgton area (Faarllngton -
South of I-395) be moved to Drew. o : : el

I thlnk this is a bad |dea for rnany reasons Abingdon is strll wrthln wa]klng dlstance of many students who Esve in South Falrllngton._ ]
my way to.work every mornzng I see the students on brcyc!as and waSkIng across the connectlng bndge from South Falrlington and )
“lwalking to Ablngdon. ; e s : e : : o




If they are sent to Drew, aii these students would have to take buses, That would Increase the cost Increase pollutron and the, trme it

takes for the students to get to/from schoo] in the mormng. Not only wouEd ¥ cost more for the County, it would mcrease the trafr c as
many pareets would also feet the need to dnve therr chlldren to Drew, w:th hudgets being cut the Iast thing the school board. needs Is
mcreased cost for their transportatton budget : The transoortatron time tolfrom scheel would increase sm}mf cantly for these students b
{too. Abrngdon recently went through a ma}o - renovatron and the exsstmg students and famllles worked wrth offi crals, archltects and.

le h.ool 'closed and

: the frtends I met a Taylor ended up at another rnlddle schoot due to the same boundary hnes Arter thear ml 1
many studeﬁts ended up_ my mlddle hoo] (erllamsburg), those students went to Washlngton-t,ee hrgh school where the rest of us i
S went to Yorktown Several trrnes a groue of fnends of mrne wou!d end up in a dlfferent school “That happeoed too many tirnes tn rny _- :
: fe, fnends I made in schoo: _nded up gomg to, dnfferent schools at the next level because of boundary changes schools closmg '

etc. .This shouldn't pen to the students who Ilve in Falrllngton RGN B :

bope you reconsider the option of sendmg students from Fair]ington to Drew and !et them stay at Abrngdon I not only beneﬂts the i
- students it beeef ts all resrdents of Arlrngton bv savlng money on transportatron, iess trafﬂc and Iess potiutron. )

Nancy Avis®

10/12/18 Keep South A A R
Fairlington at Dear.Arll__ng_ton Pul?ﬂc &hoots_deeisio_n-makerS,' e
Abingdon : : S

Iam wnhng W|th concern about the proposed boundary changes as they affect South Arlington I am.a parent of i ong student at
Abrngdon and aoother entenng schoot next year. _Whrle Drew is |tse|f a wonderfei communlty with:a great school reputateon, I am
‘lopposing the move from Abingdon to Drew for the following reasons: ~ ' S :




Proximity: o

My chlld and famliy, can walk to school not ]ust for the schooi day hut for PTA meetlngs, Back to School mght Book Falr, aad other
famll\,r functlons My, four year old knows Ablngdon though he is not yet a stuéent there because we, W|th other famllles, can walk there
together anytirne. Abmgdon is the core ofa very cohesrve community itis not ikely we would beas involved ln schoof events, which
we currentiy are eager to schedule our weeks around' (but whlch usualiy take place durlng rush hour) at a school 0. much farther from

Busmg my clruidareo to Drew would take a srgnif cant amount of trme and requlre e:ther a crrcurtous route around several other L
ne:ghborhoods ar a rnore drrect route that lnvoEved puttmg my. ohlldren in mornlng trafﬁc on 395 Th:s commute is very undesrrab]e, and
E assume costiy i . : i :

: of constructron for a year Many of the stud_ current[v at Ablngdon (an through Sth graders) were aftected by the ongolng :
: constructlon durlng the 20i6-201? school year and even had to be Iocked down (and subsequently miss & school day) due to a

‘ b.'_.Thio conétru'_ct_ion disru_'pted th dUCet_l_on and it would be_:un_fatr_ to_:_sut_rm_it the_s;e. students_ to further_ d_tsr'up_tion. o

‘ When lt comes to proxrmrty, efF uency, drsruptlonfstabitaty and contrgurty there are o gams and srgniﬂcant Iosses for South Falrlrngton
. famrtres If moved to Drew : . ; )

: Fa||1mgton is one communlty Our famllles work together to face our: common chailenges, our chlldren 5hare parks and pools, We have a
5K, a farmers market, summer swim teams, and parades to mark our holrdays. Many of us moved to Farr]lngton because we wanted our
: familles to be communally engaged and there are few nerghborhoods in Arlmgton that take the responsmllrty of communaty engagement




voters on each side, we nearly doubte every other Livic association in the county Abingdons comrnunity of North and South Fairlington
should. be an example of what APS strives for when creating school zones. Busiding a community around a school isa difficult task—- I
hope that APS wiII reaiize that when an invested cornmunity exrsts It is criticai that 3 he oreserved )

Thank you, :

Bethany Effgen .

Dear Supenntendent Murphy, Schooi Board Members and Planning Committee,

i I serve as the co-pre5|dent of Abingdon Elementary PTA Howe

1 Iai'n_w'_riting' _to_ you tod_ay as the concerned parent of 3rd and_Sth )
gradestudentsatAbingdon RRERE S DR

My husband and l have been fo%iowzng the ongoing boundary rezo g proiect closely and watched the planning meeting on October
10th. We were pleased to see that in the f rst released pI_ the e re Fazrlington Cornmunity (north and south) would be staying at :
Abingdon as a united community Both of i our childr n have growo up in this neightiorhood and have attended Abingdon for their entire :
education We have gotten to koow HEIgthI'S, teachers and administrators over. the years. It Is bruly & fam;!y at Abmgdon. We beiieve
that _ii‘ annexing South Fairiington to Drew was on. the table, it shouid have been tabied Iy this f“ rst proposal Why vvait a month to

pro se this option? f.we would have been gsven more time, s conSi _ r this option, more community engagement would have
happened Currently, my. chiidren walk to and from Abingdon a!most every day In about 10 manutes “The y do not cross rna;or L :
intersectlons or big hl||S However, if.our neighbo:hood Is annexed and our children are sent ko Drew, our i:hildren will now have to rtde
bus through a busy cornmercial district Waiking and biking are no longer options “Fhis Is not a safer option for the studenis
Shouidn’t that be a prionty when conSidering these options? In addition, we believe keeping strong, i:oheSive com ties together with
hei ghborhood school should be a top prsorlty for Ariingi:on Public Schoois North and South Fairlington ideni:ify as one: :
nelghhorhood and have embraced Ablngdon as their neighborhood schooi As one community, we are ail part of the Fa ington Citizen s b
Assoctation and work together to support our schoal, including hoshng the Fairiington 5K o support the Abingdon P‘!’A department and. ih
_Abingdon stuctent (Eiiie McGinn, a South Fa:riington reSident and founder of A Cure for Ellie], and hosting a varlety of comrnuni_ wade ¢
schoo upply drive, and hoiiday gii’t drives in addition, rnany of. our teachers have relocated to the Fa:rlington community to be s £
; their students and schooi because of our ciose knit communlty We are one of the few neighborhoods that ai:tually contain our K ;
: nelghborhood school Al ‘of Fairlington sapported the school's reconstruction The nelghborhood has well defined bounciaries You wouEd
‘have to go back more than 12 year or. Ionger to F nd PTA ]eadersth that are not Fairlington reSidents We fought to make the school the
ks cess #is because it was in our. neighborhood ln essence, we wew this annexing ;Jlan to be an effort to penalize our community and
bingdon school En order to check a demographic box. By annexing South Fairlington children to Drew, a large number of- families that ;
-] volunteer their te‘ne and resources would be a large naticeable foss for Abingdon Furtherrnore, the joss of the South Fairlington s :_ E




; Th?.nk_vou'- Sri

ikim Mathis i

s plannmg unit wull result in an increase in Free & Reduced Lunch at Abingdon, which wilt lesson Abingdon's balance of diversity and -

3 :' FBRL, We currently have approximately 45% F&RL (a ﬂgure based on the actual attendance at Abingdon, not some extrapoiated data).
i 1 yoy remove 140-150 k|ds in the South Fairkiagton planmng urut that would be mcreased to over 55%. So the Board is asking a Title 14:

:' School, with & hlgherthan average FBRL rate to further Encrease thelr F&RL rate, as opposed to other schoots that are not Title 1'and -

have tower than the average | F&RL rates for the County Why aren't Dakndge and Patnck Henry ¢ also be in conmderatlon for this
-‘annexatlon? We | belleve itis :nappropnate to ask South Falrilngton atone to shoulder thlS burden. “Thank you far your time, your hard

work ln negotlatlng wlth al of us parenm and a%iowmg us to "xpress our oplnrons. _Thank you for takmg |nto con5|deratron keeprng
South Fa|rl|ngton at Ablngdon N . : ;

10/12/18 Letting 5" Graders
be Grandfathered

We' kn.ow: eorne fourth'grade:s at:
uld be nfalr to make them _o to Sth grade the other sc ols

Please allow studenls to grandfather In at the schools at whlch they ve been attendlng prewous ye '
Oakndge that fall on the other boundary for Drew aft i crstnctlng It y

They should be al[owed o Feish their Etementary career at Oakndge

Good .mo_r_m'm» '. '. :

I ag e Wi th an support aii of the talklng pmnts betow [n _e that bo]d and underlmmg are mv own} that logically ergue to keep our
comrnunltv together in addltxon, I lt Just say ttus Sp!:ttmg Farrllngton for absolutely any reason goes agamst all logic, decency, common :

ll ages In a me model ofa nelghborhood commumty My chﬂdren waiked to ancl frorn Abmgcton dally durlng t[mes of crurnblmg b
ce|lzngs, dunng __et '_ ays excluswely in tralleis, and ﬂna%iy (for ane chlld) ina; new bu:ldlng that we fought hard foras a commumty
Throughout the walks nelghbors on every block watched out for my, kids: when they crossed roads when a goard was fate of where

you aad/o___ anspo:tatlon ctenled crosswalks when the bus drlvers argoed w|th them ahout getteng os’f at a stop on @ rainy day, or 1ust
when |t was a nsce sunny day to walk home and enjoy camaraderle Teanng those neaghborhood relahonshlps intwo is not just stupld i
(now and ln the long term), ats a[so mean, 1 moved to Arllngton and specsf caily to Falriington for the schoo! wstem and l'm ready to e

leave because of it; too Get your, act together, school board '_ EE




jSincere regards, Dr. Nicole Van Hoey Arlington parent and homeowner

ia, Although South Falrimgton faEI s outside the _‘walk zone" It remalns W|th:n at mIIe radlus of Ablngdon. Due to the waEkab!e streets :
-mth contiguous § dewaEks, a mgmfcant number of students walk or h|ke to school from South Fa|r||ngton every day ' -

; b AII students n South Fasrllngton wou[d need to: be boseci to Drew because the watk wooid be nenther practlcal nor safe for chlldnen._ o
1 nspo at:on and woold i|kely requz;e that APS expand by

Transpoltlng students from South ; lrlmgton to Drew would sngmfcantlv tengthen the amuunt of time that kids spend on the bos
= every day, Many parents who seldom or. never drwe thelr chlldren to Abmgdon wou!d l|kely choose to dnve their chlldren to Drew, o
_' Increasmg congestlon sn an, area alre 'y b 'rde ed. wlth trafF problerns. AT .

2.' Efficiency' LA

Moving the ful South Fa ﬂlngton poputatmn'to Drew w1|l mcrease th ransporta on costs Addltlona] buses, needed for a long

Whne Et would be theoretucally possible to make 3 comdor to give the Impreslon of contigu ty by Encludlng portlons of Shlrt;ngton, -:

such a orridor wou1d be artificial compared to the natural pmmmaty of communities that are actuai!y contlguous with the communsty




] active and engaged and with two votmg statlons with over 15[}0 voters on each snde, we nearly double every other CIVIC assocrauon in
ot the county Ablngdon 5 cornmunlty ot North and South Fairlington shoutd be an example of what APS stnves for when creatmg school

3 zones Buliding a communlty amund a, school ls a drrr cu[t
g cr|tical that It be preserved : :

around Drew, -
d. 'f[he _Sout_h Fairlington _'pla.nning unit is _actuallv_adjacent to Abingdon, - -

4. :Disruotion,_fstahility -:-

a _The Falrlmgton commumty, ancludrng the famsiies of South Falrlington, was a pnmary advocate for Ablngdons much needed schoo[ :
renovatton Dunng the renovatlun Abingdon students !earned in relocatable ciassrooms, weot wnthout a playground and dealt the nolse
F construction for a year Many of. the students currenﬂy at Ahingdon (2nd through Sth graders). were affected by the ongomg RARRTAY
constructron durlng the 2016 2017 school year and even had. to be locked down (and subsequentfy mlss a schooi day) due toa:
hazardous materials concern |n the buddmg : Lo : ;

by T s '_t:onet_r_uc'tion.d]_sr_upt_e_d_ _t_heir education and it wou'ld_ h_e'unfair' o suhrn:it theee students_' _to turther' disroption, i

When It g mes [T proxamlty, efr ctencv, dlsruptlonlstablllty, and contlgulty there are no garns and srgnlflcant Iosses for South Farrltngton 4
fa |I1es if. moved to Dre : : : : SR :

One fénat polnt 1 cannot state wrth enough u:gency, Falrllngton s one commuotty Our famthes work together to face our common
cha]lenges our chrldren share parks and pools, we have a5k @ farmers market summer swum teams, and parades to mark our: - 5
we wanted our famllles to be communally engaged and there are few nelghborhoods
nity engagement as serlouslv as Falrllngton “Ihe Fairllngton Clwc Assocration Isvery . :

holldays Many of us moved to Falrllngton heca
in. Arte;gton that take the responsibristy of com

sk-- 1 hope that APS W|II reallze that when an invested communsty eX|st5 :t

10/12/18

.Keep South

Fairlington at
Abingdon

- Dividing the Fairlinoton community 'is iilradvi_sed ;fo_r '_a _number _o_f_re_a_sons.___' .

D_ear_$_c_ho_o_l and 'Co_unty_ Board,

I arn writlng in regard to the recent school hoard d;scussron ehout the _1ementary school boundaries wlthm the Falrhngton

: nE|ghborhood m whrch 1 Irve Whlle dlscussing potentla1 boundary proposals, it was suggested that Falrllngton could be dlwded and
South Farr!rngto ! cou!d be annexed by Drew Etementary School As a mother of two young chlldren who wil enter APS in the next 2
years, 1 am oppo : d t' separatrng the cha!dren of Farrhngton into drfferent elernentary schoo!s




1 Proximity_:

a Although South Farrhngton faIIs out5|de the “walk zone" it remalns wrthln at mrle radrus of Abingdon My house, — is .7
miles from Ablngdun and 1,2 miles from Drew Dueto l:he walkable streets wrth cuntlguous S|dewalks, a significant rtumberr of my '
neighbors walk cr brke to schonl from South Farrhngtun every day. Something I hope my children have the abrhty to do as we!i

b. AII ents in Scuth Fa|r|lngton would neecl to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nelther prachcal nor safe for chlldren at
1, 2 mlles {or more) and crossrng mulhple busy strees This wauld put a greater stram an APS transportatlon and woulcl ilkeiy requ|re L
that APS expand bus serwce to the ne|ghborhood 3 iR : :

c. Transportmg students from South Falrllngton to Drew would sugmf cantly lengthen the amaunt of_tsme that kids spend on the bus

acs Movmg the full_ South Farrlrngton populatlon to Drew will increase the transportatma costs Additlnna! buses, needed for a Innger Sh
perlod of hme, Woe%d he requlred to m ve the ma}orrty f South Faar]lngtons large student populatlon (and growmg based en hnw the :
: nerghborhood is changlng "rth more f; mltles) over multtple non— Ikable boundary roads (Walter Reed Four Mrle Run, etc) :

a, Snuth Fa;;lmgton currently has no ma]or paﬁm or hlghways separating them from Abmgdon The "boundary of 395 s a pedestriain-
frlendly street wrth ssdewa]ks that
safe walklng condltlons

wailk over. frequently with our yeung ch||dren and:does not requlre crnslng gua;ds to malnhain

There are several major berners, :ncludmg mulhpl ma]or oads and parks eﬂ%ecti\_r_ély SEbarate the:commurl_lty in South -

a_irllngton"fr_em'_D_rew:'{Walter'Reed, -Four_MiIe Rux_} .

. White it wuuld be theoreucaliy p055|ble to make a comdnr to glve the ;mpressmn of cunhgulty by mc!udmg purhens of Shzrlmgtun,
uch a corridor vouild be artificlal compared to the natural proxi "ty of commuretzes that are actualty contlguous with the communlty
| around Dregy, - e e : R . .




d, The South Fairlington pl_annir_lg_ unit is ackually adjacent to Abingdon,

4.0i 'ruptlorlfst_abllitv

a The Falrllngton communlty, :ncluding the farnllles of South Falrllngton, was a prlmary advocate for Abmgdons much—needed school
renovahoo. During the renovatmn Abrngdon students learned in re!ocatable classrooms, went wlthout a playground and dealt the noise

When it comes to proxlmzty, e!fc:ency, disry |onlstablllty, and contlguity there are no galns and 5|gn|rcant losses for South Falrlmgton
fam' g5 if moved Drew. IR :

One fi nal pomt_ cannot tate_w h enough urgency, Fairlington is one commumty Our famllIES work together to face our common
challenges, our chlldren Share parks an 4 RO
holldavs Manv of us moved to Falrllngton because w 2 wanted our farmlres to be communally engaged and l.here are few nezghborhoods

ools we have a 5K a farrners market “summer swsm teams, and parades to mark ou

: actlve and engaged and wlth two votmg statrons w1th over 1500 voters n each sade, we' nea ly. double every other CIVIC as_ociatlon n.:
' the county At:mgdons communaty of North and South Falrlmgton should be an exampie of what APS stnves for when createng school

Sarah Bal_ _' '

Hi Patr:ck, I'm wntmg today because T'm very: concemed with one of the proposals that was dsscussed as thls weeks Scho'ol Board B :
rneetrng, whrch would annex South Falrlrngton away from Ablngdon and essentially spllt the nerghborhood in half I want to express my
: eamest concem thls would have on the Falrtmgton commumty : i : ; :

Theré area humher.of rea.so,ns whv this is bad for the t:ommuoity of Fairllngton and the _s_tudents and famt;ies _ol’ A_bingdoh,__ n fat;t the, I




propo_sal is counter to APS'S o_wn policies. -~

APS has stated the that students erI be kept in close proxlmlty to thelr nelghbozhood school but the proposat to annex South v
Falrlmgton Falls o meet thi prionty TR L S : : R :

Although South_ Faérlington is'technicauy nota "welk zone’, over alf of the_zoné Is wattin a 1 il of Abio'gdén Elementary.

A srgnlﬂcant number of stuctents choose to wa!k/bike to schoos Movmg students to another school beyond Ablngdon wouid Sthk :
students who currently walk on a_ ¥ would Iengthen the bus rides for. students, and wou!d put a greater strarn on APS transportatron gE

We 'should' be'r'na_k_ing it eaaier for stu'dents'_to wa_lk[l_:jke _-: not rrra_k:in_g _i_t h_ard_er. : !

APS has stated that school'b ndarles er% be contiguous, but the proposai to annex South Fas ngton b ks contlgu ty in every SENse . ;
of the word. SR o i :

SoUth l;airtingt_on currentiy 'hae no:ma]orgpar'ks.or. hi_ghwaye ohstructing t_h_ern frorn Abingtto_

Mov _g South Falrllngton away from Abmgdon rncorporates multrple ma]or road ways and parks whlch obstruct familles fmm tne o R
schooi The South Fairilngton p]anning umt rs current!y adJacentto Abrngdon Ry )

APS ;has_stres_s_ed the_ ualue'o_f_efﬁcie_'nt:y 'for faf'nilies' ' 'hen

As a parent I value eff crency when it comes to taklng my < chlldren to schoni And 'mllles are MORE Ilkely to be engeged and attend i
arter school programs, PTA meetlngs, anti school events when we are able to get to the school eff :

APS's_'_hould_t_)'e encouragin_g civlc'educa_tion:arrd_ cornmunity_ buildin_g i &

; ldren these days One of the specia! qualmes
about the Fairlington ne:ghborhood is that the commumty otten comes together to give| back to our communrty, to ral!y around causes,
to bnng dynamic energy to the nerghborhood This is due In large part to Abrngdon be a centra! force ln the nexghborhood

[ beileve and I thjnk you would agree - that CIVIC educatlon ls so lmpo:tant for.

The Farrtington Cwlc Assocratron is very actlve and engaged and wrth two votmg statrons wrth over 15[10 voters on each 5|de, we nearly i
; double every, other cIvic assocration tn the county Ab|ngdon 5 commumty of North and Soeth Fairhngton should be an example of what "y
C1APS strives for when creating school zones. Burldrng a cornmunlty around a school is a difficult task— 1 hope that APS will realize that ~{:




= Sirrcerely, i

-1 Jessica B, Mancar 7

iwhenan invested community exists, it Is critical that it be preserved.

1 e_xpect that yo'u_ witl v'igoro_usly cppose any _nlan that would S;Jlit the community of Fairlington fnto two different schoals, R

tt'rrlll be 'wa_tchlng_ this i_s_sue _clu_s_ely_, as__ls o'ur'.en:t_ire community. -

Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

Asa parent of a fourth grader at Ablngdon and resrdent of Farrlington for over 10 yeers, I am writlng in regard to the recent schnnl
: boa;d d:scussron atrout the elementary school boundanes wzthrn the Farrlrngton nerghborhood Whrle dsscu&;rng potentral boundary
proposals, it was seggested that Farrlrngt' ¢ uld be divided and South Farrlrngton could be a nexed by Drew £!ementary Sr:ho L]
opposed to separ_ating :t_h_e chr_ldr_en___of Fi i on into drfferent elementary schools

Dividing the Fairlingtan community is il-advised for a number.of 'ason_s.' o

1a Although South Farrlrngton falls outsrde the “walk zone” it remains wrthrn al rnrle radlus of Ablngdon Due to the walkable streets o
i hwith contsguous srdewalks, a srgnlﬁcant number of students walk or. brke to schoul o Sputh Fazrlrngton every day

b, AII students in South Farriington would need to be bused to Drew because the watk would be nerther pmdrcal nor safe for chlldre
This woulld put 3 greater strarn on APS transportation and would lrkely requtze that APS expand bus servrce to the nelghborhood

[A Transportrng_students from South Farrlmgton to Drew would srgnrr cantly lengthen the amount of trme that keds spend on the bus i

a._.:Mp\_.fl_r_rg the full South l_-'airlington populatlon to Drew wil increase the transportation costs, “Additional buses, needed for 2 longer - -




period of time, weuld be required to move the rnajonty of South Falrhngtons Earge student populatlon over rnultrple non- watkable )

houndary roads -

a. South Falrilngton currently has no maJor parks or hrghways separatang them from Abmgdon. The "houndary“ of 395 isa pedestnan— .
frlend!y street w: . L

srdewa s and does not requlre crossmg guards to malnt n safe walking condrtrons S

iib, There are severa! ma}or barners, tncluding muit;ple rna;or roads and parls that effectrve]y separate the cnmmunlty in South i
Fatriington from Drew ) : : : ' :

[ Whlle it wouid be theoret[catiy p055|b1e to make a comdor to glve the zmpressinn of conhgurty by mctudlng pomons of Shlrhngton,
such a corrschr would be artifi compared to the natural proxtrnlty of commumt;es that are actuaﬂy contlguous mth the commumty

|d. The South Fairtington planning urit is actually adjacent to Abingdon,

4, oisru'geb'r_i/'stab_n_ity .

a, The Falrllngton communlty, mcfudsng the? mllles of South Falrllngton, was a prlmary advocate for Abmgdons much needed school
renovatlon Dunng the renovatron Ablngdo ] students !earned in relocatahle classrooms, went thhout a p!aygroadd and dealt the notse_':
of. constructron fora year. Manv the students currently at Abingdon(2nd through 5th graders) were aftected by, the ongaing :
construction dtmng the 2016 201? schoot year and aven had to be Iocked down {and subsequently miss a school day) due to a

hazardous materlats concern in the bulldln'

b_._'._Thi _ constructton_ dis_rupted _'t['_t_eir_:eduqatia and it w'ou:ld' beunf_air'-tc')_ _su_hntttthese :st_uden&_ to f'urther 'd'iaru:p__tio_n.

When rt comes to proxlmlty, eﬂ‘“ ctency, dlsrupuonjstabmty, and contrguity there are no gams and slgnlﬂcant iosses for South Falrlmgton :
an te with enough urgency, Fatrllngton Is one communlty Our families work together
to face our common chaltenges, hildren share partes and pools, we have a 3K, a farmeas market summer swim teams, and: parades
to. mark our hohdays Many of us rnoved to Falrlmgton because we wanted our famiites to be communalty engaged and there. are few .

nerghborhoods in Artsngton that take the respon5|b|hty of communlty engagement as senously as Farrhngton. The Faj rtmgton CIVIC
Assocratron isvery. actlve and engaged and with two vohng statzons with over 1500 veters on each slde, we nearly double every other

_ levic assoclation nthe county. Abmgdons cornmunlty of North and South Fairlington should be an example of what APS sirives. for N
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when creating school zones, Building a community around a school Is a difficult task—» I hope that APS erI realrze that when an rnvested
commurutv exlsts it Is crrtlcal that it be preserved e

Thanks for_t;uur_attent_ien.: L

Best, Tason Rosenthal . :

: Mentberé drtheihr_li_ngtoncg_untySeh'pol Board,

Farrlrngton lntu different etementary schoois

el betieve_that_.@!itti:ig ub_th'e_Fairténgto_n_'cdn}muntw' -

|every day Many parents who seldorn or. never drive their ch;!czren to Abmgdun wcu[d hkely choose ] drwe thelr chrldren to Drew,

i2, g;ﬁ'c_reqc_y L

My name s Ryan Effgen 1 Ilve m FalrEmgton with my wsfe and'two chrldren Our daughter is in rrst grade at Abrngdan Etementary Ive :
been fotiowsng the etementary schonl boundary dlscusstons for some tlme, and I'was drsmayed at the very recent suggestion that =i
Falrllngton (a nerghborhood lrsted on both the *Natlonal Reglster of: Hsstoric Places* and on the *Varglnla Landmarks Reglster*) mlght

be drvlcied in two 0, that “South Fa]rlrngton" could be annexed by Drew Elementary Schunl I am opposed to separattng the chlldren of_

{li-adyised t‘cr_.the'fpll_ewin reasons:

a Although South Fardrngton offi crally falls outsrde the “walk zone”. 1t remarns wrthln al mlle radlus of Ablngdon Due to the walkabie

st:eets with contrguous srdewail@ a srgniﬁcant number of students wa!k ar brke to school from Snuth Fa!r!ington avery day.'We wa|

ur daughter to school all the. time. In Fact, in talkmg wrth other South Falrhngton parents the consensus seems to be that our:

neéghborhood could have & school bus removed and none o wou!d mlnd all that rnuch ;

b AII students ln South Fa f |ngtan wouict need to be bused to Drew because the walk would i:e nelther practlca! nor. safe for chlldren
This wnuld put a greater strarn on APS transportatlun and wuuld Ilkely require | that APS expand bus service to the nelghborhood Isee :
no safe aor seamless way for a bus to regularly navigate momlng traff ic En the area

[ 'Transportzng students from Soath Fa:r]lngton to Drew would slgniﬂcantly Iengthen the amount of trme that klds spend an the bus :

lncreaslng congesﬂon in an area aEready burdened W|th traff' iC problems. '3




a Moving the full South Fairlington population to Drew wilk inerease the transportation costs. Additional buses, needed for a fonger .
“ perfod « of tlme, would be reqmred to move the majonty of South FarrElngton s Earge student popuiatlon qver multlple non-walkable o
[ boundary roacls : . R L .

i, .Cu_ntig'uity Qs

a. South Falrlmgton currently has no ma]or parks ar hsghways separatlng them from Ablngdon The “beundary" of 395 isa pedestrian-
frlendly ‘street with ssdewalks and does nct require crosslng guards to. maintaln safe walkmg condltlons kN

b There are several major bamers, mc!udlng multrple ma]or roads and parks that effectweiy separate the commumty in South
: Falrllngten from Drew, : :

< While it would be theeret:caiiy possib e to make a corridar to glve the impressien cf contrgwty by includlng portions of Shrr[mgton, :
suich a corridor would be artsfscla! compared to.the natura! prommlty of commumtles that are actually contlguous Wlth the communlty

_round Drew
10, The ¢ othh_Fa_irEinpton planning unit Is actually adjacent to Abingdon, - -

4.:Disruptit}_nf$tabili_ty _' -

s construction _-&i_srupt_ed It_he_ir. édui:etien and it wold be unfalr to submit these students to fusther disruption, -

When it comes to proximity, efﬂclency, disrupt on/

ity and_'cpnt'ig_ur_ty here are.no galns and significant Iqssee_for$_euthiFa§rllngton: ;
famieslfmovedtoDrew i I A s R e : Lk

:One, final pornt I cannnt state wrth enough urgency, Falrllngton is. one communrty Our famifies wprk together to face our common :_. e
] chaitenges, our, chrldren share parks and pools, we have 3 5K (*please note the map - :




whrch beglns at Abmgdon and proceeds through South Fa:rhngton), a farmers market summer swim teams, and parades tomarkowr - |
: holidays. Next Saturday, October 20, a celebration in honor of Fa;rlrngton s 75th ann;versary is l}emg held—truly this Is a cohesive

i nezghborhood that sees llself asa *communtt\/* Many of us moved to Farrlrngton because we wanted our famrlres o be communally .
i engaged and there are few nerghborhoods I Arllngton that take the responsibihty of comrnunlty engagement as serrously as Farrlrngton :
: The. Farrl:ngton Crvzc Associatron is very actrve and engaged and with two voﬁeg statrons wrth over 1500 voters on each slde, we nearly
+idouble every other civic &
APS strwes for when creatrng_school zoaes Buildlng a communlty around a school is a dlﬁlcult task—- 1 hope that APS WI|| reallze that .
e when an nvested community exlsts it ts cntrcal that rt be preserved

fhani_( you for :your':time and _con_sidera_tioh,

son in the. county Ablngdnns cornrnunity of North and South Farrllngtun should be an example of what

T10/12/18

Keep Fairlington
Together

< Ryan Effgen

: subje_ct:i_ra_srlingt_cjn_ United :: -

' of students walk or brke to school from South Fatrlmgto_ every ctay b All students in South Farr]ington would need tu be bused to Drew

: requrre that APS expand bus servrce to the nerghborhood £ Transportrng students ftom South Farrhngton to Drew would signrr cantly
Iengl;hen the amount of time that kids spend on the, bus every day Many parents who seldom o never drive thelr- ch|ldren to Ablngdon
would lrkely choose to dnve thelr children to Drew, rncreaslng congest:on in an area already burdened wrth traft“ c problems 2 Eft”clency

; Drsrupttoajs

I am wntrng in regz ard to the rec t sch | board drscusslon about the elementary schoo! boundaries withm the Fairllngton R )
nerghborhood Whtle drscussrng potentrat boundary proposals, it was suggested that Fasrlmgton could he drvlded and South Fairllngton :
exe Y ' m opposed to separatrng th cleidren of Farrlrngton into different elementary schools
Drvldlng the Farrlln : muntty is rl[»advrsed for a number of reasons 1 _roxrm|ty a Although South Falrlsngton falls oulstde the.
“walk zone" i remarns wrthan al m:!e radrus of Ablngdon Due to the wa%kable streets wrth contlguous sidewalks, a srgnrr cant number

condrtlons b. There are several ma]or bamers, rncludrng multrple ma;or roads and parks that effectrvely separate the communlty in
South Farrlrngton from Drew, hlle it would be theoretrcally possrble to make a corridor to grve the pressron of contigurty by
mcludrng portrons of Shrrlrngton, such a corrldor woutd be amr cial compared to the natura! proxrmrty of communrtres l;hat are actually
contrguous wrth the community areund Drew d. Tha South Falrlrngton planning | unrt is actually adjacent to Ahingdon L

3 rlmgton connun ty, lncludrng the families of South Fatr]lngton, wasa ary ¢ advocate for Abmgdon 'S




much-needed schoot renovation. During the renovation Abingdon students tearned in relocatable classrooms, went without a . S
playground "and dealt the nolse of construction for-a year, Many of the'etudeets currently at Abingdon (2nd through 5th graders) were .
: affected by the ongolng cpnstructlon during the 2016-2017 school year. and even had to be Jocked down (and subsequently miss a :

Q school day) duetoa, hazardous matenals coneemn In. the bunldmg ‘b, ThIS constructmn disrupted their. education and It would be unfarr to
i isubmit these stuc!ent's to further disruptmn Wheh lt comes to proxrmrty, efﬂciency, dlsruptlon/stabrhty, and contrgurty there are no gams
-|and: slgmf feant Iosses for South Farrlmgton famllles if moved o Drew One fi nal polnt I cannot state wrth enough urgency, Fairllngton ls
tone communzty Our famlhes work together to face our comrnon challenges, our chlldren share parks and poots, we have a SK k| _' ;

: farmers market sumime swrm teams and parades to mark our holldays. Many of us ‘moved to Fairington hecause we wanted our .
families to be communally engaged and there are few neighborhoods in Arlmgton that take the responslbrlrty of commumty engagement
' as senousiy as Fa ] ngton. The Fa|r|ington CIVIC Assocratlo Vs very actwe and engaged and with two votrng stat:ons with over 1500 '.
' uble every other'c ] association in the county Abrngdons communrty of North and South Falrl ngton -
should be an example of wh APS | es for when creatlng school zones Burldlng a oornmunlty around a school |s @ d ult task—' I
hope that APS wlll realize that when an thEStE ommumty exrsts _rt is. crrticat that It lJe preserved B

voters on each side, we neariy

Since_rely, [

An_rre' Swingle

llngton_tontrntm_lty_ahd Abingdon Elementary

Good morming,

I ama parent of a current 2nd grader at Abtngdon Elementary, and 2 member of the Falrllrsgton commumty I understand that durmg : ' :
this. week‘s School Bnard workrng session, itwas suggested that Farr]ington could be ctsvlded and that 50uth Falrtsngton would be sent '_; :
to Drew Elementary, rnstead of our nerghborhood school I am opposed to separatmg the Falrlmgton communrty mto two dlfferent ot

I helleve that dlwdlng our communrty does more harm than good, when looklng through the vanous prlorlty areas of thls boundary :
revrsron process : : : :

Regardlng Proxrmzty, whlle South Falrlmgton falls outside of the de5|gnated walk zone, iis an mcredlbly watkable nerghborhood where ..; ;
many of the farmlles walk their children to schaol each day The ‘boundary' of 395 is not that at all - the road that &rosses it has S
continsous mdewalks and s wel-it and welk- traveled by pedestnans If South Failington « chIldren were to be sent to Drew Elemeotary,




it would he unreasonable to expect any of these chlldren to walk as you must cross moitlple bosy boundary roads In areas that are not
: conduclve to pedestrian traﬁ‘ i ' : :

s consxderatlon that I take very serlously, as l‘m sore many do |n APS and on the School Board, Ry
The Contlgu1ty prlorlty would also be undezmmed by movmg South Fa|rhngton mto the Drew school distnct Soath Falrlington ls adjacent
B to only two areas - North Falrhngton and Alexandna Any other creahon of a corndor through Shlrimgton ar elsewhere is artifi czat and

: not a!sgnmg wrth the outcomes desned from the Contlguity pr|ority

STwant the new, expanded Drew nexghborhood school to be successfu! 1 know what can happen when a neaghborhood gels behmd thelr :
i school and supports s SUCCESS, The Falrlsngton commumty has helped Abmgc!on become a thrlvlng school because # ha unlted ltS :

_Ab]ngdon or whether they have opted mto one of the excellent optlon sohoois n Arllngton {or.c even if: they don‘t have school aged o

: Separ ng thls communlty lnto two separate chools would not serve elther school populatlon weli Please remove this optton from g

Regardlng the Eff [v! ency conSIderatlon, due to the d|stance needed to travei to Drew, nearly alt South Faarlmgton students would need to :
nde buses Thrs would increase the number of buses needed and increase the length of time. the buses would be needed sn order o
accomrnodate l:hIS large populatlon of students that need totravelto a dlfferent ne|9hborhood for ‘schoal Thls Is an tmportant cost

support of the success of the comrnunltv a Earge and the chlldren in |t Whether our nezghbors are currently parents of klds at

chddren at all), they recognlze the lmportance of supporting our netghborhood school that was buslt for, and in, Falrllngton Our famsly isi
dedlcated to the commumty we have found here in Fasrllngton ‘ot just South Faarlmgton, but the entlre Fa!rlmgton ne|ghborhood

cons;deratlon during this boundary process, and keep ali of Fa]rhngton a Ablngdon, our nelghborhood cornmuntty school

10/15/18

Keep Fairlington
Together

\Sincerely, Clare Jone_s_ ltose'n_beroer

I am wiiting to ask you to Ieave the / blngdon schoot dlstr;ct as It is taday, The prnanlty nf the schoul to the chlldren In Falrllngton i
i means that a large number of
partake in after 5chool actwmes such as the PTA, sports teams and In my case a5 a Girl Scout Troop volunteer parent The contlnulty of.
: the cornmumty WI|] afso be negatlvely impacted bv change My ¢ child’s frlends and 1ndeed now rny own fnends are deep]y lnfEuenced by a

; l.astly, it Is Just pSaln slmp!e to keep thsrtgs as iti :
‘ them, 1can do that easdy w:thout a second thought If an after school activity, needs a co—partrclpatmg nelghbor to watch. my child for a

Keep Abingdon To'oét.h:éif :

can walk our chlldren to and frorn school every day The clcse pruxsrnlty also means that we can eas:ly

smgle com unlty contlnumg to attend a smgle etementarv schoo! We are bwtdmg fife long bonds W|th the current houndarles as they ;
are that should not be |nterrupted Contmulty of relauonsl'ups ls critica! to rnv daughter‘s developlng social and emotlon lntelllgence
'lf a fnend and nelghbor ls S|c§( and needs me to walk her daughter to school far.;

| few minutes after the actlwty IS over, it‘s o b|g deal because we ate all one commumty living In one very walkable neighborhood,




¢ | Please leave the current district boundartes as they are for Abingdon and allow us to continue to thrive together, Many thanks. - '

Christooher M. Nowell - -

(20/15/18 Keep Faangton

_ Dear_Chair Goldste_i_n and Mem_bers'_.of the _Sr;hoot _B_oard

: bndge to watct: Rolllng Thunder Bvery Memorla] Day weekend AII of the Toads fmm South Fanhngton to Abengdon are 25mph
nerghborhood roads wzth srdewaiks, and most of the roads have blcycle Eanes as, w '_ _.'Our daugh_ 2 b:ked the 1 mlle to schoe] from

Hour dogs with our daughter weekly Our nelghborhood unttes at the farmer s market :;5 communlty paracies, and mov nzghts and
] festlvals at Ablngdon Falrlington Es celebratlng lts 75th anmversary thls weekend and rt was dmgaed to be and currently functlons as N

' {Richard Simmerman, PhD. "

Lam _\':M.riti_ng to _yot._i :conc_er_n].n'g_.yo.ur._proposa!_to di.\ri_d'e the Fairlington (_:on’lmuni_tu.tr_y send_lng _So_.u__th.Eai.rtingten_atucten_ts to._ Drew s
Elemen_tar_y's'choul,'_while keeping North Fairlington students at Abingdon Eiementary schaol, our nel

'Fhls proposal Is the t" rst tlme that I have heard of anyone even mentronlng North and South Farrimgtcn as thougb it were two drfferent
places CaiEing I 395 a boundary doesn’t make any se e at'ai] Abrngdon road sa brldge that goes over the tnterstate Thls brldge has ;
5|de walks bicycte lanes, and parkrng Ianes ln addrtron to the ianes for car trafﬁc Resrdents from all over Fa:r!lngton meet up on thls

South Fairllngton last we k durmg bike to school da' '-We see. our daughters PE teacher and forrner kmdergarten teacher whlle walklng

one community It would be a dlsservrce to spllt thls communlty making’ some resu.‘:ents travel K tlmes farther uver much more busy

streets 1o go to another school

Many other ressc!ents of Farrllngton decrded ] enroEi thelr chlldren in cholce schools for varlous reasons Whether the most tmportant

th:ng for thelr famahes was Spanrsh Immersion at Claremont Expedltronary I.earnlng at Campbell or. the tradatsonal Instructron model at
Adrngton Traditiona[ We did not declde that our daughter shou[d goto Ablngdon because we were too lazy to enter the Iottery for g

er schools, or d:dn t F nd those optlons aftractive, Rather, it was because the most Important factor In our chrldren s elementary :
educatlon was, that they [earn how to be proc!uctwe members of therr comrnunzty 1 hope that you wilt fiot negate our cho:ces toallow - :
oy chlldre_" to go to schoo[ W|th thear commun|ty and your stated purposes of nct uptsmrzmg communlty connectedness, transportatlon :
effciency, and proxlmlty tu schoo BHA e - o RELTE B : :

Feel free to \rrrite'_ back if y:o_u_ have any quiestions, otherwise I will see. you at the mesting at Kenmore Wednesday night.

10/12/18 Keep Fairlington
Together




'_R_a_n_do_l sh ﬁS'

“an optlon school or go back to berng a nelghborh od scho . 'Fh|s may be the "creatlve ldea" for Randolph that the Board was already

“who will respect Randolph s cultural diversity and IB program choose to come,

Helo Aga_i_n, L

I watched part of the school board work session thss week and Saw the conversatlons about Randolph and Drew I'm wnt ] ]ust as R
myseEf and not as an APS Randolph ambassador or a rep for the PTAGOr communrty

Currently Randolph has many students who transfer out 1 dont understand the avadable data enough to verlfy thrs but l belreve that al
pretty large propomon of those students are. not economlcally d|sadvantaged I also anecdotally know of at least 15 famslres ! the i
nerghb rhood 'ho have th ir chrldren in Cathohc o other rellgrous schools ' : :

I am womed that i we break up Rando]ph s walk zone too much to try to hnng |n more socloeconomrc _versrty, many of the S
econom:ca!ly advantaged families WI|| ]LlSt contrnue the pattern of optmg out or send| '_ their. chr_ ren to prlvate school. 1 also feel that :f
milies come to Randolph by. force feeE:ng that rt's a "Eesser 'school-'and not wanting to respect the community, : :

I realrze that we just changed the transfer pollcy to take away netghborhood preference for chorce Schocrls, but 1 wonder whether we :
could have some sort of. specia xceptlon for Randolph because it may be somewhat under cap ty. Its also an IB anary Years e

What |f we had nerghborhood preference for a set perrod of trme (10 years—-or maybe 5 or 7) and a tottery for any addrtlonal avarlahle
i seats? It looks iike we wont be quite frlted to capacity yet, A year or two before that sunset the board could decrde whether to make |t

hlnhng at but wanted to share

}'realrze there are manyr many Essues wrth thls ldea (current transfer ollcy, the qu tron of transportatron and cost and others), butI
feel as if tt mrght be somethmg to consrder S : AP :

Like many others, T betreve drversrty Es a strength and have read the steches about all chlldren dolng better in socroeconomacaliy :
rntegrated schools However, based on Arl|ngtons hlstory of desegregatton efforts i personally do NOT thmk that we should take many !
students of color- who live very close to a walkabte, welcornlng and sepportrve school and bus them etsewhere. 1 also don‘t th]nk that we :
' 'hould force these famrlres 1o apply to a lottery for Rando!ph I_thlnf( makrng small tweaks to the boundanes won't change much

1 fee] frustrated because I see lols of people argu]ng for more socloeconom|c d|ver5|ty at Randotph when manay non~econom|cally
drsadvantaged families already have the opportunrty to. be part of that desegregation and choose not to 1 thrnk :t's better to let famrhes :




10/12/18

Keeo?airlington
Together

- To Whom i 'l“lal'_goncer_n:'."' o

My fa_rnily_ a_nd'.'I _are South 'F'a_irlington_' homeowners of_ _9 ye__a_re and 'inuolved_Ablngdon o_arents '(p_lan_'nlng unit36 30) L

: Proxlmity South Fanlmgton technlcaliy fails outslde the "wal

resrdes outsrde this walk zone, ‘we are a mere 3 mrles away from schoos and wa%k to. school ‘most days, as do many of oor netghbors

Annexmg our sectlon of Fairllngton would requlre that aII students be bused to Drew because the walk wouid he ne|ther practlcal_nor

safe for chlldren. _Th;s would pu a greater stratn on APS transpo

- eighborhood. Addi i

Drew, lncreasmg congestton inan area already burdened wlth tmﬁ' ic problems and be rncrecllbly meﬁ“ cuent for the communaty as a:
whole : B -

Be_th Fiencke . " -

3 tam stroagiy Opposed to separat. g the chrldren of_Falrlrngton |nto dlfferent elementary schools The basrs for thiS posttlon are several
: key posnts _that the Schoot Board outilnes as pr|or es
thls Ilsl:

] roxuruty, efﬂciency, and contlgurty 1 would llke to add c' trnmty nd stability to

zone” but lt remalns w1thin a 1-rniie radlus of Abzngdon Wh||e my Famrly )

tlon and would iskely requrre that APS. expand bus serv:ce to the

nally, i _ny parents who seldorn dflve the|r chrldren to Abrngdon would Irkely choose to dnve their ch:;dren to

Contrguity ln erms of contlgulty, Sout_ Fasrllngton urrently has no major parks or h|ghway5 separatlng them from Abrngdon The :
"boundery" of 1395 is a pedestrian friendly 5treet w1th s:dewalks and does not requlre crossing guards to mamtam safe wallung

conct:tlons Dn the contrary, severa! maj barrrers—whzch rnclude multlple major r_ ds and parks—effer:trvely separate the community ;
in Sﬂuth Fa f]|ngton from Dr : i R : :

Eff c:ency When it comes to proxrmrty, eft“crenq' lsruption/§_tabzilty,_ and conttgu ty there are no gains and slgnlf cant iosses for South
Farrllegton famllles |fmoved' (AN SR . : ST :

Contmutty and Stab]hty From the pers Ft__ I entare Falrlmgton communrty, as prrmary advocates for Ablngdon 3 much needed
school renovatlon, many sacnﬂces were made urmg the Absﬂgdoo renovatron, Abzogdon students were forced to, Iearn in re!ocatahle
(trarters) classrooms, went without a playground 'and dealt the noise of constructlon for a year Many of the stedents cu:rently at
Absegdon (20d through 5th gra 'ers) we affected by the ongoing constructlon durrng the 2016-201? school year Th|s lncludes an

event regardrng ‘hazard matenals in the. ulldrng resulting in a school lockdown and a subsequent mlss a school day due to a hazardous

. materials concern In the burtd:ng Thls construction d|srupted thelr education and it wauld be unfalr to submit these students 1o fusther -




disr_uption._ Lo

As Fa:rlmgton celebrates |ts 751?: annaversary this year, itis ciear |t is an intentional, umted communuty The Fa:rllngton Civic Assocmtmn
is very actwe and engaged and W|th two votlng statlons W|th over 1500 voters on each slde, we nearly double every other Civic .
assocaateon in the county Oar klds grow up and participate in s0 many of the nE|ghborhood activities that def‘ ine the character a:;d spmt
of Fa|r||ngton iaciudlng the annual 4th of 3uly parade, our fazmers market, the Fasrllngton Sk, among 50 many others Abingdon s the .
very center of this cornmumty Ab:ngdon s commumty of North aad South Fairhngton should be an example of what APS stnves for
when.' ea g'school zones Buzidmg a commumty arouad a. school ls a. d;fr“ cu1t task and I hope that APS W|Ii real ze th twhea an

10/12/18

Together

My name ls Jack and I am a a3 year owrer: of a unrt i Fawlmgton, whlch has recently been siated to change from Abmgdoﬂ elementary

3 Abmgdon school area

When I bought my condo, E was attracted by the proxtmtty and convenlence of a i'ughly rated schoo] I am an awd btker and runner and

Bt_et'_C_arr' B

schoo! to Drew elementary' chool 1

Ut Etke 1o, express my concem and request that the boamdaries mclude fawhngton in the

Keep Fairlington' B

am wrltlng in regard to the recent schoo! board dmuss;on about the eEementafy school boundanes W|th|n the Falrilngton

eighbothond, While discussmg potenteal boundary ;Jroposals, I was suggested that Fairlington could be divided and South Fa;rhngton




could be moved to Drew Elementary School 1 am oppesed to separating the children of Farrllngton into drfferent elementary schools I :
‘ihave lwed in South Fasrllngton for 6 years and have two chrldren almost 4 years old and 8 months = :

 Dividing the'Fair]indton 'co'rnrnenity'_ie il 'dvis_ed_ t_o_r :a' numt_)_e_r_ o_f reasons. ©

1, 'Pr_aiim_aty;'_ '

alk zone” lt remains W|th1n a 1 mlle radius of Ablngdon. Due to the walkable streets o
ber: « of students walk or bike o school from South, Falrlmgton every day. We moved o o
Farrllngton frorn DC and chose the nelghborhood ford l > walkablhty Wh;te we dldnt have chlldren at the tlme we planned to and liked :
the fact that ther' was an elementary school wrth;n the nmghhorhood :

a, Aithough South Falrllngton falls oulside
Wlth contlguuus sidewaiks, a Slgmfcant nu

b, All ; udents in South Fairlington would need to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nelther practrcal nor safe fOf chlldren. »
Thss would put a greater stra n on APS transportatlon and wouEd lrkeiv requrre that APS expand bus semce to the nelghborheod

[ Transpot’tlng students from Snuth Falrllngto 0. Drew wouid slgnii cantly lengthen the amount of tlme that krds spend on the bus ;
Hevery day ‘Many, par nts who seldom or never dnve_ therr children to Ablngdon would | kei r ct ' '

hoose to drive the:r chrldren to Drew,
: mcreaslng congestl 1n an:area already burdened A th traff’ c problems

Mdvrng the South Falrllngton populatlon to Drew wzil :ncrease ttse transportabon costs Addltlonal buses, needed for a Eonger penod of :
tlme, would be reqesred to move the’ majonty of South Falrtlngton 's large student populatlon over multlple non watkabte boursdary

3 '_Contig'uitv

a South Faellngton currently has no ma}or parks or hrghways separatlng them ‘from Abmgdon 'l'he "boundary of_.395 is a_:pede_etri_an-

frre dly street w:th srdewalks and does not requlre crossing guards to mamtarn safe wa!kung condltmns

b, There are several mamr barrrers lncteding multtple maJor roads and pari@ that effectwely separate the comrnumty an South
Falrilngton from Drew, RN i RN )




such a comdor would be artlf‘ ual compared to the naturat proxmlty of commonitiﬁ that are actually cont:guous \mth the communlty
‘ around Drew. ' : : e : :

d. The So_oth Fairlington planning unit is actoal[y:'adj_aeent Ito:Abt_ngdon'. L

4 Disr:uoti:onlstabi!ity :

a,. The Falrhngton communlty, mcludmg the farnllles of South Fa;rllngton, was a pnmary advocate for Abingdon 3 much-needed school
renovatmn Durlng the renovatlon Abiagdon students le n retocatable classrooms, went W|thout a piayground and dealt the nolse
: of constructton for a year. Many of the students currently at Abmgdon (an through sth graders) were affected by the ongolng

: constructlon dunng the 2016- 2017 school year and even had to be, locked down (and subseqeently mlss a school day) due to a '_ '

: hazardous matena]s concern |n th huﬂdln o : : :

: b_. _Th'is' 'conetroctioe _disropted the .edutatiqn.'and 'it-'wootd be_unfa o submit these :stdd_ents_to_.fu_rthe_r-d_isroption_.

When |t comes to proxmlty, eﬁ" mency "disruptlon/stablllty, and conti

) d _'s.tgnl.ﬁc_an_t :lossesz _fo__r_-So_uth _'Fai:riinotot_! :
famllle fmoved Yo Drew, - i L

Dne f nal polntl cannot state w:th enough urgency, Fasrllngton ls one communlty. Cur famllres work together to face our common
chaiieoges, [+] children share oarks : nd ooo!s, we have.a 5K, a tarmers market, summer swim teams, and parades to mark our
‘ holidavs Many s_moved toFa |ngton because we wanted our farmhes tobe communally engaged and there are few nelghborhoods_

i n5|blilty of cornmunlty engagement as senously as Fasrhngton : :

: The Fairk ngton Cm Aesocnahon s very active and engaged and wrth two voting stations W|th over: 1500 voters on each slde, we neariy
douhle every other cwic assoclatlon In the county Ablngdons communlty of: Notth and South Fairllngton should be an example of what
APS strwes for when creatlng school zones Buﬁdsng a mmunity around a schoo] is a dlff cult task~- I hope that APS wall reahze that -

when an lnvested community exists, it is crltlcal that lt be preserved

JIII Briggs

Good mommg, I am deeply opposed to any p]ans to send Faimngton chlldrea to dlfferent schooEs lt makes sense for atl Fa|riington
g chlldren to be able to go to the same school one whlch Is at the heart of our cnmmumty A of the kids from both sides of Fairlington .




_ together, etc.. It would be a shame if the children had to goto :isfferent schools, Abingdon helps to unite Fairllngton both young ; and old
: and is in fact Iucated at the very center and heart of Falrilngton We have a umque sense uf cummunlty here, P]ease keep our

: Many pare S W(}ﬁ!d choose to dnve their chrldren to Drew, Ieadmg to more poll i

play together, go to playgroups together, go to community center events together, attend the nelghborhocd parades and celebrations

elghborhuud together

_there are eff‘ aency and enwronrnental concerns related to busing students past a schoo! Iocated W|thm thelr nerghborhond I

n_addltlon,

traff ic congestlon and iost tlme R

hank yotl fo .ygur_auenﬂah to thi's i_mportant :iss';u_e._' _.m'a;'garet"naa_dgé i

10/12/18

Keep South

Fairlington at
Abingdon

: My_'f_arn'lly'and 1are Sonth Fairl_ing_tqn _t_rbméqwnera ofé.yearé an_ct in.vblve'd Ab _g&pn'baran_ts_ (ptanning u'n‘!t 3_613_0).' '

am strongly opposed to separatmg the chlldren of Farrhngtun into dlfferent eEementary schools The basxs for thrs pOSItlon are several 1
ey pomts that the School Board uutllnes as prrontrea proximlty, efr‘mency, and contlgmty I would 1|ke to add contrnmty and stablhty to_

Annexing our sect:on of Falrtmgton would reqmre tha'__ aii students be bused to Drew because the walk would be nelther practlcal nor
safe, tor_chi!ciren Thls wouid puta greater straln on APS transportatlon and would llkely requrre ttzat APS expand bus serwce to the

Contlgulty In terms of contlgutty, South Falr[lngton currentiy has no.major parls or hlghways separatlng them from Absngdon The .
"boundary" of 1395 isa pedestnan frlendly street with srdewalks and does not require. crosssng guards to mazntain safe waFklng

condltlons on the contrary, several rna]or barners—which include mts!ttpie major roads arsd parks-effectwe!y separate the commun;ty
1n South Falrlirsgton from Drew Vi : :

Eff clencv When lt comes to proxlmxty, _eff ciency, d|5ru on/stabmty, and contrguity there are no gains and slgnif can‘{ Iosses for South
Falrilngton famllles |f moved to Drew HRATA IREEED :




. dlsruptron T

As Far | ngton celebrates rts ?Sth annwersary thls vear, It is clear it Is an Ententronal unrted communrty The Farrtzngton Crvlc Assocsatioo

 |of: Farrlrngton :ncludrng the annual 4th of July parade, our farmer‘s market ‘the Falrhngton Sk among S0 many others. Ablngdon Is the

Bret __C_ar_r_'

Continuity and Stabrhty From the perspectrve of the entire Falrhngton community, as primary advocates for Abrngdon ] much—needed
school renovatron, many sacrrfrces were made, Durlng the Ablngdon renovation, Ahrngdon students were forced to learn in relocatabte
(trafiers) classrooms, went wrthout a piayground and dealt the noise of coastruchon for a year. Many of the students currently at
Absngdon (2nd through Sth graders) were affected by the ongorrsg constn.lctlon dur|ng the 2016 2017 school year, This includes an
evert regardlng hazard materra!s Inthe burldmg resulting in a school Iockdown and a subsequent miss a school day due to a hazardous
materials concern ln the buﬂdl his constructlon chsrupted their education and it would be unfalr to submlt these studenu; to further

is very actwe and engaged, and wlth two voting stations wrth over 1500 voters on each side, we nearly double every other civic HERCE
associa lon in the county our 's GrOW up and partlcrpate in so many of the nelghborhood actiwtles that deﬂne the character and splrrt

very center of this commenity Ablngdon s community of North and South Falrlmgton should be an example of what APS stnves for
when creatlng schooE zones Bulldlng a communlty around a schoo! isa. dlﬁ“ cult task and I hope that APS W||i reai:ze that when an
rnvested communlty e)nsts' S cntlcal that it be preserved ERIR :

Sé_ncereiy,'

110/12/18

i Farrlzngton to Drew EEementary Farrllngton isa natronally reglstered hsstorlc drstnct whrch @ compasses all of Fa:ﬂlngton Spllmng our
i communlty would g0 agalnst the APS s goal ofcreatlng and sustazmng communrtres PR

g Diviéing the Fa’ ingtqn'!:p'f_nmu

b Al tudentsin Soith Faiington would need to be bused to Dr.ew .be..ca.use .the. wa?k. woukd be.n&ither.nrasti@ .h.or .s.a.fe. for children, - |

He_tio,

am wrlting as | _concerned parent of two Ablngdon students who Ilve an.South Falrhngton I do nut support the change to annex S 5

_I_IE—adrjis_'e_d fc_s;' anuimber. of.re_aso_ns_.

L 'F’.r.oxim?tv: :

a Aithough South Falrlington fa&?s oumrde the “walk zone" rt remalns wrthln a 1 i
with contrguous st ewatks, a. slgﬂlfcant number

: radrus of Abrngdon Due to the waEk
students walk or hlke to school from South Falrilngton every day. _.




This .wouid put a Qreater strain _on _APS rrans_po_rtatio_n a_nd .would Iike_ly require that APS expa_nd bus s_er_v_ice to the neighbomood._ ..

c Transpomng students from South Fairllngton to Drew wouid 5|gn|r Tcantly !engthen the amount of tsme that klds spend on the bus L S
every day Many parents who seldom or never-drive therr chlldren To Ab:ngdnn woutd l|kely choose to drive thelr chlldren td Drew, !
increasmg congestlon in an‘area already burdened W|th trarrc problerns e :

2 Efﬁcéend'

ia, M ovmg the full South Falriéngton populatron to_ Drew WI|| Increase the transportahon costs. Addlhonal buses, needed for a [onger
{period of t;me, vould be requlred to move the m"onty of: South Falrlingtons !arge student popu%atlon over multlp!e Nt walkabie

i, Whrle It would he theoret:a:ally posssb%e to make a corndor to give the |mpre55|on of contzgwty by Includlng portuons of Sh|r||ngton, '

: such a comdor would be artn“cral compared to tho natura! proxlmlty of commun;tles that are actuaiiy contiguous wlth the communs {:
ar und Drew. " e B : :

: d.'-The_ Stith Faidlington planrifng unit is actually adjacent to Abingdon,” -

Disruption]St_abiliity : :

la. The Fi |rilngton communlty, mcludlng the farm]les of South Fawlmgton, was a pnmary advocate for Abrngdons rnuch-needed school i
renovatlon Dunng the renovatmn Abzagdon students learned in relcu:atable classrooms, went wrthout a playground and dealt the norse
tof construction for a year. Many of the students currently at Abingdon (an through 5th graders) were affected by the ongolng :
; constructmn durlng the 2016’2017 schdul year and even ‘ha
hazardous matenais concem in the bundlng

be Iocked down (and subsequently mlss a hoos day) due to a :
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Keep South
Arlington at
Abingdon

| . This construr;tion disru_pted the_ir education and it w_ould_be unfair to submlt these students to_ .f.urcher dissuption, -

When It comes to prommsty, eff mencv, dlsrupteon/stabrllty, and contrgurty there are no gams and 5lgn|flcant Iosses for South Farrhngton EN
famllles |f moved to Drew : i : :

One frnal polnt I cannot state wrth enough urgency, Farrlington ls one commumty Our famailes work together to face our common

chai!enges, uur ch;Edren share parks and poo!s, we have s 5K, a farmers market summer swrrn teams and paradee to mark our ;
holidays, Many of us moved to Faidlngton because we wanted our farnlhes to be cornmunallv engaged and there are few nerghborhouds :
in Arlrngton that take the responsrbllity of communrty engagement as serrousiy as Farrirngton The Fairlrngton C:vlc Assocraﬁon is very :
actlve and engaged and wrth two votmg statrons with' over 1500 voters on each su:te, we near]).r double every other civic assoclatron ln
the county Abrngdoa s communrty of. North and South Falrtington shouid be. an example of what APS strives for when creatrng school
zones. Burldrng a community around a schuu! Is a drfrcult task— 1 hope that APS w‘II' L airze that when an Invested communtty ex'sts 1
ls cntrcal that it be preserved RN

ha_nk you for'yoer- 'tn_e. EI ptan _to be at the open o_tﬁ.ce' hours on 'Mondav, 'and_a he m'e'_e'_r';ng _at_kennsqre_ on Wedn

; Caroivn_' Eric_so_n

Superlr}tEndent Murphy.

Thank you for the 5upport you have glven Abrngdon Elementarv n the past and the ways that you have ralhed wzth our communrty and :
: worked together wlth us We truI | recrate yuu and_the work you have done for APS :

[am wrrtlng today in regards to the Jssye proposed by the school board of removing South Farrlrngton chi]dren from Ab;ngdon and -;
:ibusing them to ano

mto drfferent e!em




without & car/bus as Abingdon currentiv isto South Fairlington. Ir boundanes e changed all students In South Farrtzngton would need
to be bused to Drew Elementary because the watk would be neither practica! nor safe for children considering the terrain and that there
is no direct route ko the school from th|s nelghborhood Ultimatety, this would put a greater strain on APS transportatron and would -
hkely require that APS expand bus serwce to the neighborhood Choosing to transport students from South Fairlington to Drew via APS
bus servrce would 5|gn|ﬂcantly !engthen the amount of time that kids: spend on the bus every day Therefore it is likely that many

parents who seldom or-never drive their chl[dreo to Abrngdon would likely choose to drive thelr chs%dren to E)rew, rncreasrng congestron :
inan area already burdened wrth trafﬂc probterns This scenar__ then also erl |ncrease the APS transportatlon costs Additional buses,

fnendiy bndge W|th 5|dewa!ks and ¢ oes not reqmre crossmg guards to mamtain safe walkang COﬂdIthﬂS Just Iooktng at a map, we can ::
‘isee the. azgument that it would be theoreticaitv possible to, make a comdor to gwe the impression of contlgulty by rncludlng portlons of .
: Shrrlington into, the new boundary for Drew, howev uch a_comdor wou!d be artif cral compared to the natural proxrmlty of
communiues that are actuaiiy cor guou wr communxty 'oond _Drew. Meanwhlle the reahty is that the South Fauhngton planmng

un|t is actualiy ad}acent to Abingdo

A As you know, our commun just went through two year of construchon of our: new facrlrty at Abmgdon, and the families of Sooth :
Fair]ington were among ‘the prlmary advocates for Abingdon s much needed school renovation. During the renovation Abingdon students
: learned In relocatabte classroorns, went W|thout a playground and dealt the noise of construction fora year Many of the students i
: current!y at Abrngdon (2nd through Sth graders) were affected by the ongosog construr.tron denng the 2016 2017 schooi year and even
had to oe locked down (and subsequeotly m|ss a school day) dee to a hazardous materrals concern In the bui]ding The school board

has expressed their deslre to create stabihty for APS students by not burdening them with constructron and movrng schools muitipte B
times in these crucral learmng years Yet changmg the boundary and movmg South Fa|rl|ngton away from Abl don does exactly what
the schooi hoard has satd thev do not want to doe i RN 5 : : :

Ast hope you can see, movmg South Fazrlmgton planmng unlts to Drew and takmg them awav from the Abrngdon School Zone does
nothaog to support the schooi board’s goals of prommsty, efficrencv, d|srupt|onlstahltzty, and-

Fairllngton is one commonity To those I;vlng here every dav there is North or South srde and there certalnly are not "planning unlls
Our families Iwe in very close proxrmrty to one another and come together to face our commori challenges, our chﬂdren share parks and
poois, we have a nerghborhood wlde 5K that starts at the school and runs coznpletety through South Falrllngton a farmers market
isummer swim teams, and parades to mark our holldays Few ne|ghhorhoods in Arlington that take the responsibility of cornmunity




engagement as senousty as Farrllngton The Falrllngton Clvic Assoclation is very active and engaged, and with two voting stations wrth

: Sté_c'év_ McGinnis

aver 1500 voters on each side, we near]y double every other civrc assocratlon in the county., Burldrng a communrty around a schootisa |
difficult task and Ablngdnn s communlty of North and South Farrlmgtcn should- be an example uf what APS strlves for. when creating
school zones. 1 hope that APS will reailze that when an |nvested communlty exlsts It is i ]

al that it be preserved 3

Thank you Eor you time and efforts and i hope you wrll take the trme speak wrth school boeard members further In opposrtron of thls

10/12/38

Keep South’:

o school and they would be i :n school with their frlends from the nelghborhood (fnends they had known therr whole hves, thanks to the_ :

,_'the 'p_rooosal't_o nn_ex:S_'outh'I;' ‘rlington._to_make.it_pa o_f.__the Dres 'El_e_rnentary_

S_choot _hou_ndeﬁg 5

I have been a resrdent of Nurth Farrhngton fur the past nine. years, and both my chlldren attend Ab:ngdon Elernentary School. When we -
were constdenng elementary schuots for my son, { urrently ) 4th grade, we were rmpfessed by the vanety of chorce schools that were i
n offer Ultrmately we decided to send hlm to Abmgdon Whlle we ilked the arts focus, the CET; A grant and the var:ous other programs i
that Abmgdon had to offer, our: maln cr%terra in se!ecting Abingc!on was that It was truly a nerghborhood school Our chr!dren could walk !

actlve Falrllngton MOMS club) If Ablngdon had not included Scuth Falrllngtcrn at that time WE WOULD HAVE APPLIED TOA CHOICE
CHOOL lcannot emphas;ze this enough-— it our fnends from South Farrtlngton were net:a part of the Ablngdon h '
wouid have sought a 'dlfferent educatlona! opportunlty for our sun : :

dary at that ttme 1

I believe that Jf You move forward wrth thrs proposal . addltlon to a [ot of unhappy parents students, and teachers, vou WI|| have the
] ed consec;eence that ma y many more. famllles from. both South Falrhngton and North Fa;rllngton will opt for chalce. schools. -
Abrngdon wrtl not be 8 true nerghborhood schonl any lnnger, the commumty will be drvrded and the | main factor about Abrngdon that -
appea' d tu 50. rnany Falrllngton familres WI|| be destroyed Keep n m:nd that ba[ancmg demographlts, whlle 1mpcrtant is not an exact o
sclence, and rf redrawmg the boundary means takmg away the "nelghborhood feel" of a school with an lncredib!e sense of communlty lt :
may mean that far fewer Farrlmgton familles opt to send the:r Klndergarden aged chlldren to thear nelghborhood school rn the Fa1| of

2019 whether that : : o : :

! reallze that the City ¢ Of Arlsngtﬂn l5 a large divers_ rap:diy changlng c1ty presentlng unrque chailenges to our schoel board I tmly
appr _crate how difficult some of these decrsrons must be But there are also changes whsch once made, cannot be undnne and I fear
this Is one of them Fairlington is ot the oniy nelghborhood rn Arllngton, nor is it the only place with a sense of communzty But I do

; beiieve itis unique Tt is @ unigue pEace because of its hlstory, its walkable streets, and its active and engaged Civic Assaclation, 1t is the 5




& Sus_an Renehan

: o ksnd of nerghborhoocl that urban planners seek to create 1 would ask that you keep Farrlmgton w;thrn one elementary school boundary
I appreuate your con5|deratlon 3 : : IRT :
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: tearns, Carponl wlth other famtlles toa vanety of actwlt|
| you Iive as close as we alI do,
: that pulls Farrizngton resldents _gether, ou;r

Dear Dr Murphy, 1 have beea fot]owlng the optlons sent out regardlng the APS Elementary schoul reatignment maps over the past many
; months These proposed houndarv optlons have always mcluded all of Farrhngton wrth In the Ablngcton school boundaries untrE a couple
of nlghts ago. lt Is shocktng that the Schoot Boare would announce th is proposal |mpactmg o communlty weth such a ‘short penod for

usasa commun:ty to respond Th|s w:tl affect our commumty ina clrastu: way. APS constantly talks aboet the lmportance of belng ae
transparent organzzatlon <
Hof the commumtys znvolvement in the sch

is was deﬂmtely net transparent Fhis ls a sttong commumty whlch has becorne such in large part because
; roposal to dlsplace a portson of our ': :
1 rew. There are, however, currently

Ou schodl is. actually in our nelghborhood so

communlty Is stunning to me There Is NO connectron 'between Farrlmgton and the communltv
neighborhoods in whtch Drew s boundanes do connect whlch long term would orovrde a much more cohesrve school enwronment In
moving half of our cornmunlty to another school You destroy what we as a whole commumty have buﬂt Fa;rllngton is ONE L
communlty St is not two separate communlttes We want others who move |nto Hhis communtty to expertence what we have been able
to en_]t)v not ]ust for oer famlly !Jut for those that want the same type i nelghborhood[ school communlty rnnvrng forward

My husband and I moved |nto South Falrllngton tn 2005 as a yeung marned couple We have' now llved here fozr _3'years and have
rarsed our 4 chlldren in the Communlty of Falrllngton and all (except our; 4 year old} of eur chlldren have att' s
Elementarv When we were ﬂrst Iooklng lnto schools, we could have se!ected to go to Ctaremont Campbett or. applv to ATS but we e
were told by many,
school commumty ' What we have come to Ieam and iove at}out where we, Ilve is haw mterwoven the school and commumty are We :

__ngton farnrlles that Abmgdon was wonderfu! and that we woulcl enjoy a: long trad|t|on of a nezghborhood anci :

: have stayed here because of that communsty We wanted to speclﬂcallv be ina nelghborhood that was geographtcally in the same .- :

: Iucahon as the ne|ghhorhooci pubhc school The re!atlonsh;ps olr cht!dren have bealt In schooE is strengthened not oniy because of
attencllng the same school but because we Eave in such close proxrm;ty to each other. Tne school creates a form to burld fnendshrps, but
Jitis the fact that i goes beyond the tlme spent at scheol The ch:ldren waik to each other’s homes atter school are on the same sports.

. You can onlv achleve th|s kind ol‘ unity and strength Ina nerghborhood when
attend the _netghbothood school that is actuallv in vour ne|ghborhood Wlthout the school communztv
mmunlty would not be what tt is today These relatlonshlps strengthen our communlty

and they keep our communltv safe.

1 hetie_ve_.the__foliotving _po|_nt5'5__houlci be co:nslder_ed:_ Pro)'(irnlty:':_ w

1) Alk of_Fairténgton lsless than or just arou_ncl _t"rnil_e frotn the school, South Fairlington could be zoned as a ‘Walking Zone’ with very




mini_maE bus usag_e._This wo_ufd be th_e _exa_ct op_eosi_t_e_if_ all of our kids had to be bused to Drew. -

2) The road connectrng Fasrlmgton is a !ocal road Thas prowdes for safe and easy travel for.our ChlEden to walk/ bike (there are large
szdewalks plus a deslgnated blke lane oh I}oth 5|des of the road). In mowng our children to Drew you dramatlcasly increase bus traffic, -
transportatlon costs and the number of parents who wllI now dnve through the nerghborhood : ER

; geographrc proxmtity to Abingdon whzch helps the schoo! communlty We do
1 teamsr SK farmers market The Fa|rlsngton Commtmsty center (whrch also .
provldes a preschoo! program for AE.L Fa|rl|n ton resuients who then attend Ablngdon) parks, a Falrilngton rnonthly newspaper, etc

3) Fa rimgton is.one big comrnuruty T We all lrve in cl_
thrngs as a W?&U|E comfnun ;

4} When regrsterlng our klds for Aﬂlngton Rec programs, we are to list. therr elementary schoo! That Information is then used to burld '
and fnrm school teams Because all these. krd' :n alrlmgton go to the same schoo, they. are then placed on Abmgdon hased baseball 2
nt for-all famlhes involved and |mportant |nfra5tructure whmh allows for carpoohng

ghborhood for famrlles that live on both the North and Snuth of Falrllngton

saccer, football etc teams Th|s is a very Mg
(wh:ch is heavrly utrhzed) that exlsts In ou

5) South Fairllngtoo ss the furthest geog phrcally south of any part of Arlmgton .the only actual part of Arlmgton that we touch rs
North Fatrllngton so when i r:omes 0 proxlmlty, eff' uency and contlgurl:y there are L galns but S|gn|frcant losses for aII Soul:h
f Falrllngton famrlies IF-moved to Drew Eiernentary Efficient Learmeg Enwronmer:t B :

1) All Farrisngton resrdents fought 1o receive the' fueds to renovate Ablngdon Many of my klds were In relocatai}le classrooms for 1- 2 _ '_
fyears, “did not have a: usab!e gym, orany playground equlpment or p]ay area along wnth constant nOlse a sruptmn We told them :
that It weu!d be worth it for the new school tfz they now proudly attend Now they will not be ab]e to [ oY, the beneflts or the schoo[ ]
‘|we as a commumty helped o prowde them? They have buﬂt re!atzonshlps wnth teachers, staff our, ?rmcrpal and admrnlstrators and they:
: thrrve wsthan their nerghborhood 5chool| | : : : ; g

: 2) Whether we choose to bus or. try to drwe ol kIdS to Drew the route s dlﬁicult at best i in the momlng where as now, ‘we can walk or .
- Ibike within 10 mrns if we walked to Drew |t wou]d take about 40 mlns, aed a posssble b|ke Folite wou!d be too d|ffcult and dangerous_
: for eur chlldren SO [T Gl : : : ! .

“iThe Falrilngton communlty is a stmng comrnunity ln South Arllngton, ina Iarge degree because of Ablngdon Elementary H know of
many famllzes who have moved from this communlty who have., commented on how wonderful Falriangton is, how close the who]e :
communrty [ and how they caonot dupsicate the school communlty,f neaghborhood anywhere else People move here spec;fcaEly for :
the school,f ne|ghborhood Breakmg that up destroys what those of us who have speciﬁcatly stayed here for years have helped to u
develop APS should use Fairington/ Abmgdon asa wonderful example of how scheol zenes can enhance and create great
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neighborhioods and communities, they should not be trying to tear it apa:'t

i Sin_ce;ely, Catherine Ladd -

'_ if[‘_?"l;-‘_: .' .
: I-am wrateng asa concerned parent of two Abmgdnn students who Esve_:n South Falrllngton I do not support the change to annex S
: communrty would go agamst the APS goal of creatlng and sustaanln communlties

Divit_iing the_Fair!_in_gt_on_ _comm_unity is iII—_ao\rised_for a u__ml_:er_'of_r_easens'.'-

ib. All students in South Falrllngton wnuld need to be bused to Drew because the walk would X

; very day Many parents who se]dom or never dnve thelr chlldren o Ablngdon wou!d Iakeiy choose to dnve theu cht!dren to Drew, o
' Encreasrng congestlon i J B :

18, Movlng the full outh Faulington populatmn to Drow Wlll increase the transpoztatlon costs Addttsonai buses, needed for a fonger :

a. South Farrlrngton currently has no ma]or parks oF hrghways separating them from Ab&ngdon The "houndary" of 395 isa pedestr:an— e
. fnendly street<x-apple-data- detectors /112> with sidewalks and does. not require crossing guards to maintain safe walking conditians, i

Falrlington to Drew EEernentary Falrlmgton isa natlunally regrstered hssterlc drstnct whlch encompasses all of Falr!lngton Spilttlng our.}- |

% E_’mk_imity: o G

a. Although South Fa:rlmgton falls outslde the “wal %
wrth contsg ! oos sidewaiks, a 5|gn|ﬂcant humber of

cme |t remalns W|th|n a 1 mlle radius of Abmgdon Due to the walkab!e 5treet5
walk or bike t 'schoo] frorn Soul:h Falr!lngton every day "

ne:ther practlcal nor safe for chs!dren
_ould put a greater straln on APS transportatron and qud ||keiy requlre that APS expand bus service to the nelghborhood ;

4] ransportlng studenls from South Farr!mgton to Drew woa!d srgmf cantiy Iengthen the amount of tlme that kads spend on the bus

an area already bur ned

trafr ic problems

er:od ol 1rne, would be requnred to ove t'

a]onty of South Falr!lngtons Iarge student populatlon over mesupie non- walkab]e




ib. There are several ma]or barners, lnc[udlng multlple major roads and parEG that effectweiy separate the community in South
Falrllngton fmm Drew s . . s

._'Whlle 1t would be theoretlcally poss:ble to make a comdor to glve the |mpressnon of cont|gmty by mctudlng po:tlons of thrtmgton, _: Ay
| such a corrtdor would be artlf cial compared to the natural prox1m|ty of comznunltres that are actuat!y contlguuus wnth the community

around Drew

. The'squ;th_rasrzzﬁ'g_ta_h planning unit s actually adjacent to Abingdon, "+

{_ois_r'uptic_._a/_eta'biuty ;

ia The Falr!:ngton communlw, tnciudlng the famthes of South Faxri ngton, was a pnmasy advocate for Abmgdon 's much- needed school
enovation During t 'enovatlon Ablngdon students Eeamed m relocatable c!assrooms, went Wlthout a plavground and dealt the n0|se ki
fconstructlon for a year Many of the students currentiy at Abmgdon (an through 5th graders) were affected by the ongoing :
onstructldn during the 2016 -2017 School year and even had to be locked down (and subsequentiy m;ss a school day) due to a
A hazardaus materials concern in the bmldlng i : : : L

i rupted'_their_education and itwould be i

When :t comes w0 proxrmlty, efrcrency, dlsruptlon/stabit ty, and contlgulty there aeng .gasns and 5|gn1f 'ant Iosses for South Fasrllngton :
amllles if moveci to. Drew O SO : R

: Dne Fnas pomt I carmot state wrth enough urgency, Fairhngton is one commu 1 by, Ourfammes Wi rk together to face our common
i hal!enges our chltdren share parks and poo]s, we have a 5K, a farmers market summer swrm teams, and parades ko mark our.” -

i holldays Many of us moved to Fairimgton because we wantad our fami ic 5 to : communa%iy ertgaged and there are few nelghborhoods
n Ar!mgton that take the responslblllb/ of commumty engagement as senously as'Falrllngton The Falrllngton erc Assoclation is very '
actlve and engaged anct with. two votlng statlons wrth over 1500 voters an each 5|de, we near]y double every, other cvic assooatlon In +
g the county Ablngdons communltv of North and South Falrilngton should be an exarnple of what APS strives for when creatlng school

a!%ze that when an 1nvested commun;ty exists, lt :

1Z0n8s, Bssitding a communlty around a schooi |s a dlffcult task»« 1 hope that APS w1||_
S cntlcal that It be preserved o : s

hank y_o_u" for yo'ur'ti_r_r:ie. _I_bi_an tol be at the open office hows on Monday, and at the me_etlng at Kenmore on Wednesday. - _
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SWarmly,

She Carolyn Eri_cson L

. nesghborhood 1 was unable o attend the Octoher 10 2018 meetrngJ trut have rewewed the "Getting Started" Proposal I am opposed
ito separatmg the ché!dren of Farriington anto dtfferent eEementary schools L : -

Drwdmg the Falrlington community 15
the bo_l._rnd_arles. Drawang from the pomts ralsed on sE;de 16 of. the presentatron

1, Proxrm;ty a Whlle South Fa 11 |ngton is not techmcally m the “walk zone |t Is wrthsn a 1 mrle radlus of Abingdon l have observed that
a sigmf' icant nr.rmber of studenm watk or l:uke to schoe! from South Falrllngton every day, due to the fact that there ae safely walkable

streets ‘b, lt would be rmpossrb!e for any South Farrllngto students to safe!y walk frorn therr nerghborhood to the Drew schoot AEi
: students 1n South Falrtington would need to be bused to Drew T would put a greater strarn onAPS transportatron and would hkelv: o

: contlguous corndor between South Falrlsngton and the Drew school While it would be theo:ettcatiy possrhle to make a cornd l
: the ;mpressron of ont:gurty by Inciuding portrons of Shlrhngton, such a corrldor would be artrf cial compared to the natural proxrmrty of

fam wrltrng in regard to the recent schoo! board drscussron about the elementary school boundarres \Mthm the Falrllngton

wsed for a number of reasons, and wou[d be 1n conﬂrct wrth the supposed goals of redrawrng

require that APS expand bus serwce to the neig orhood, c. The costs. and tsme surroundrng transportatton are sure to increase if-the -
South Fa;rlrngton chrldren aII have to take the bus to Drew The chztdren would spend Eonger time.on the bus, and rt is hrghiy lrke[y that
children: , thereby Encreassng congestlon inan area that is aEready faces srgnlfcant

2, Eft‘ cte cy _Movrng the fuII South Farrlington populatron to Drew wrll lncrease the transpoztation costs Addltronal buses, needed for a
longer penod of. trme, would be requared to move the ma]orrty of South Fairiington '

Iarge student populatlon over mult[p!e non-walkabie
boundary roads !

3 Contsgeety 2. The waikmg route to Ab_ i gdoe frorn South Farrnngton does not requzre crosrng guards to marnta:n safe alkrng

condmons._. he, “bnundary" of 395 is a pedestnan-fnendiy bndge that goes over the h\ghway, with srdewa!ks b There |s no natural

uous wtth ttse communlty around Drew

4. DlsruptronIStablllty a. During the yeazlong Abmgdon renovatron the students were negatwely impacted by the constructron, Includmg
go|ng w out a playground It would i}e unfalr to subrnlt these students to, further drsruphon

when It com.e.sftg p.roXimity,'efficiencv, distuptionjstabllty, and contiguty éhere .ér.e ed.ealns,..but..t?}ere are significant losses for South ~ |




-EFairIington families if moved to Drew, B

Tama !lfe long Arllngton re5|dent and have been a member of the FairEington commun;ty for 10 years I have lrved in severai dlfferent -
Arlington nerghborhoods and inmy experrence, the Fairli ngton cornmunrty is the most cohesrve, engaged and active, We are one :
community, My famdy partlctpates in Ablngdon sponsnred events such as the SK This cummumty should be an example of what we
strive for when drawmg schonl boundanes 1 hope that APS recdgnlzes that this communib{ s Invested in our neighborhood school and
is :nvested tn ensunng that the communlty engagement surroundrng the schoo! is preserved : SEE : -

Very Truly Yours, S

Carn_ly_n_' Abhate o

10/15/18 . {'KeepPatrick . [T TLmin
i “Henry Community De_ar Arlington;county St_aff, :
.Tu_gether'at "_r‘leet. : : : :

; tnck Henry communrty together at Fleet EEementary, as indrcated when the School Board in 2016 :
i rdentrf‘ed Patnck Henry Eiementary as the “school commueity that wlIE occupy the new elementary schoof “In partlcular, 1 would urge S
yoa to refraln from any measures that would further weaken o spllt our communtty compared to the proposa! presented In Septemi}er Ee

I an wntrng to urge you to keep th.'

Whrte that ptan d»d leave out several plannang und:s east of S Courthouse Rd, many in the Hemy communlty were heartened that the L
most drverse areas of the communlty, those south of Columhla P:ke, remalned |ncluded in, the Fieet zone While our communlty has not |
recewed any acknow[edgment of the concems we have shown over countless meetrngs in the past year, we took that proposal as an.
Indlcatmn that our cuncerns may have been heard Any departure frdm that woufd suggest_that we were mrstaken in thlnkrng 50.°

It cannot have escaped your atte tiol ._hat thls 5 an rssue that has werghed heawiy on many of Us, who have made srgnsf cant and
Iong term lite demsmns on the ba s ofa commrtment to. remasn in thzs commun: Y nd by now, our chlldren, too, are aware of. the
process, and frequently ask whether or not they will be able togoto the new beauhfuk school together wlth the:r classmates Many of
us are at a loss how to answ ¢ them, i R

ncerns is based on facks and reason, not on emohons. In fact aIE crrteria APS izas put forward that

Our urge for you to c0n5|der o :
torm the decrsion maklng process speak for keeplng Henry together and espedally, masntaanlng piannlng units south of Columbra Plke

Demog __phrr.e Spilttlng the Henry communlty is hot a soluhon to the demographlc concerns, It wouid however, det' mteiy remove the_ :
-most drverse plannrng units from the current Henry commumty, such as, for example, 46010 and 46132 {44% znd 42% economicatiy




= dlsadvantaged respectlvely) Overall data shows the planning units seuth of Columb:a Prke are more eoonomicaily drsadvantaged than

i~ which cannot be reahstrcally concluded in the current time frame I demograph|cs are the Board's top prlorlty, It could address this -
matter wrthout splrttmg our cornmumty in a very simpEe way by extendtng the boundary of F!eet Elementasy further south o lnclude

e Proxlmlty as the September proposal acknowledged Fleet is the only 5chool to whrch Herwy. communlty members south of Columb;a

: e[ementary school on the

Fam Stabsllty[Allgement Spllttlng the Henry commumty would entasl that chlldren living south of CoEumbla Prke would be separated from
: l:heir commuruty members for the remalnder of e!ementary school They would then be uprooted agasn as they would be back at TJ wuth :
the:r otd classmates, whlle many of th 'r new elementary sc

: n closrng, lt ts a widely aed deeply_ shared conv:ctlon among fam|l|es at Patnck Henry that there is no cntena among those isted by APS "

Isvanta E. Comell

those north. We urge you to reconsider plans that would ignore other criteria and split our community without a meanmgful assessment :

's extended walk zone, "

p|ke can _ 'alk. We Interact dally with classmates and Fﬁ ds north of Colurnbla Pike and regutariy walk or blke to the Thomas Jefferson
stte for sport practlces, cultural events_and the li(e o F : :

Efﬁcleocy Many famﬂles wrll have students at TJ Msdd]e schoo] an_cl -teasonabiy_ ekpect to ha\_re their _smali_er_i:hlldren :a_t th_e S

classmates woulcl attend other rn|clcl!e schools Th|s maka !|ttle sense

ments for keep| |t together 'We u e

10/12/18

Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

To Our Representatives on the Arington School Board and Appointed Officials, -

I am__w_ri_tln_g_wlth extreme uréenqr upoa hea.rin'g' that the ArEithon'SEhoe! Board is conside_rir_lg sphitting _Ea_irllngt_on_ in half _heigt_year. As -




"|you most Iikely are aware, Fairlington is one of the most cohesive and active neighborhoods In Ardington. Our history is a unigue one In
"|which we are celebratrng our. 75th Anniversary thls fall, To. even consuier splittlng such a tzght communlty ls an affront ko everything
: Arllngton seeks to create wrth thelr ne|ghborhood lmtlatlves ’ ; :

As & Iungtrme resldent of Falrlrngton and an APS Graduate, 1 belreve 1 am correct to say. that we were among thuse who have warted

: When conslderlng Contlguity, Proxrmitv, Eft"crency, i makes Irttle sense to bus ch]ldren to another hlstorlc commumty As for
: Dernugraphlcs we agree that dlversity is an asset and love ceEebratlng that _at Abmgdon R

AsI am. sure ynu are aware the_Scruth Fa]rlrngton Plannlng Unrt (36130) is very active, _Last fall the Suuth Farriington pEanning un:t
: alone. happlly cast 901
votes respectrvely Thess school board members and others were elected to represent our concems L urge them to make the correct .
deusmn and keep Falrlmgton together R : :

the longest for a renovated schnol We endured an entire schunl year | ln trallers and constructlon concerns with ne playground After © -
removlng our' Iaremont Imrnersron optron Iast year, it appears to be that Fawhngton has become an unfarr target ' :

es f for-Monigue O Grady. In 2016, we elected Nancy Van Doren and Tannla Ta!ento with 1,219 and 1, 065

Lifelon_g A_riington'Resldenl: B

APS Graduate" ;

41 ‘Keep Patrick:

'oo murning 1 am a new amval at the us and s l5 my chrldren thrs ls thelr ﬂrst ear in the us schools my lrttle boy Is enrnlled ln Ptrick:
Henry elementary school and the older isin Thornas ]efferson mrddle we i lve _ and heard that for the next year _' iR
some henry students W|ll be. moved to’ a new school 1 was hopmg that you may ta!(e in conslderatlon that :t is difft cult formy chrld l:o
adapt to anew schocri the next year after he has been famllrar to Henrys school this year Thank you and] Iookreg forward to hear frﬂm : o
ol Sincerely Khad|}etou Muhammed Amar : Lin : e : O

“10/12/18 Keep Fairlington

Together at
Abingdon

Dea_r_ l‘-‘lanlque O'Grady, Tanni_a .Tas_ent_a, B_a_rb_a_ra lga_nnin_e_n,_'_l}lan;y_v'an'Dore_n, Reid Goldstein and Patrick Murphy,




[ am wrlting to express my feedback and CONCEITE for the boundary changes dlscossed in the 10/10 Workmg Session I resrde in the
nationally reglstered hlstonc Falrllngton ne|ghborhood and understand that a change fram Ablngdon to Drew is bemg considered for.-
some students I feel this demsaon would only harm the Fasrlmgton community, the students and the families rmpacted by this and WI" :
expand further below. I don L have any kids in APS currently hut with my first baby on the way 1 know how important this declsron lS
right now and wil rnpact our commomty (whlch currentiv rallles a Eot of. neaghborhood -wide suppart behmd Abmgdon) and the school
system for years to come 1 understand that this process has moved very qmckiy and many ressdents are not aware, of the declsmns and
chang_ 5
|mpacted and | look beyond your reporting metncs. Movlng some Fairllngton students to Drew would very l|kely lead to many very upset .
re idents and long—term d trlmental backlash_on Abln don, on Drew, on the Fa|r||ngton Communlty and on the APS Ieadership

vou are workrng from 1 urge you to siow down, ralse awareness around this process and do mare tO really COHSIdBr those .::

C ziles before we can actua%iy account far more data about the new i
Klndergasten cohort, transfer rate, and impact of new Optlnns & Transfer polscy Addrtlonally, frequent changes in Arlmgton real estate :

are brlng changes to our et:onomlc d|ver5|ty across the school system every, year

Fai_rEéngton is teited against an'nex'i_ng"ou:r com_m_u_nity nd Ijoin them In standin_o lJehin this protest, - ©

- Rea_sons_why':th ‘ll_-ad_u_ised fo_r:t'he students and fam _ air_llngton :anc'i'h‘oingd_on _Ele_énentary:_: L

e Although the southem portlon i gton faIIs outside the “walk zone" it remaing wlthin a1mile radlus of the school =
: 5|gn|r cant amount of students waiklb _e to schooi frnm the soothern ares of Farrllngton to Ab:ngdon APS could potentlally emove on :
bos ser\ncmg the southern area whlch would :mprove overa%i transportatson effi uency and: costs - All students in Fairllngton would

most det“e:tely need bussed to, Dre A 'This woulld put a greater stram on APS transportahon whu:h Is, not a luxury APS has. = Bus rid
: from Faldmgton to Drew. would srgmf antly !eng en the nde for kldS : ; il :

‘ 2.'_E_'rﬁclency_”'.i__ L

e Fairlington fought fora much—needed school renuvatson, wrth Ab{egdon students In relocatab!e classrooms for a year, and wou!d now
not he able to enjov the beneﬂts of a new communlty-supported school = Falrllngton familles that Tiow walk/blke to Ab]ngdon won’t be
‘lable to do so if rnoved to! Drew = Falr!ington ramdaes that bus wi!l have to start therr day even ear]ler as the Iength of: the ricte will tnple_
i moved to Drew - Fairllngton famllles that dove to schoo] would have to cross over major roadways o get to Drew This is mefrctent
: and woulcl causs add|t|onai trafﬂc in South Arllngton. o o o : N : : : :




3. Cont_%guity

- Farriington currently has. no ma]or parks ar hlghways deterrlng them from Abingdon Movlng southern portion of Falrlrngton to Drew :
incorporates muitiple maJor roads angd parks which obstiuck famﬂles feom the schoo! as we]l as the neighborhoods surroundlng Drew, --.;
A portron of Shirlington piannlng units, would potentiaiiy need to move asit hke[y that buses wouid tra\rel through Sh:rlrngton to get | to

Drew - The South Falrilngton plar:nlng unit is currently ad}acent to Ablngdon : :

When_ it comes to':p_roximlty, '_efﬂc_iency, _.a_nd 'c'ontigu'ity_ there are no g_aéns d_s_igniﬁcant_los's_é or Fal_riéngton_fa_miiie_s _if moved_to bre_w.

One fi nai ;Jornt we cannot state W|th enough urgency, Fazrllngton |n and of. ltseif is one blg Cornmunlty, both North and South There is -
dynamu: engagement whu:h unlte both students and famliles in Falrhngton (communlty centers, 5K, farmers market parks summer
swrm teams, parades, the Ilst goes on and on) Ferrlrngton Cwic Assoclahon 1s 3 very actlve and engaged assocratlon, W|th two votlng
stahons wath over 1500 voters on. each stde, we neariy double every other civic assocratlon in the courzty Ablngdon 3 communlty of
Farrllngton should be an example of whatAPS stnves for when creattng schooi zones not trylng to tear lt apart

Thank you, Marg'ar_ethe \_fan'_Der -Tuin E

7-.'Keep Patrrck
: HenryCommu ty

: also wanted to share it wath the staff Dear Board 1 am wrrtlng to provtde my feedback regardlng the Inltral proposai and ongoing
; dlscussmns on the elementary sc_ ool boundanes 1 ama parent of an eEementary achool child at Patnck Henry At the. onset of thrs

: make room for the Montesori schoo] and the expectati n we would be movtng

“IPHES communrty in half,’ idon't even, know how to begm [hinking about expiain' g_to my. daugher that three of her best frrends that o

Hel[o =] sent the followrng emal to the board memhers at the end of iast week regar |ng my feedback on the boundary process but

process 1feltour specrﬁc schooi has been effected moreso than many others

iven we are fosmg our nerghborhood schoo[ bmldlng to..; i
‘We can currentiy walk to. Patrrck Henry (Edo 50
Il w _Ikabie we realiy have no good optlons, ona moue‘;E

i terms of proximity More Importantly, 1 had a sense of dred_that t['se commuorty my daughter has hecome comftorable in with fnends
iand communlty would be spllt up 1was very haPPY at the ' :
PHES commumty all gol ng to Fleet. From a proxlmity and contlnulty standpomt it makes the most sense and in my o;nnlon the fairest . .
i option given we are iosmg our nerghborhood school I'm extermely frustrated at recent discusssons (and targetlng from certaln ottzer

iease of the Initial. boundary proposa hat had us and nearly the entire Pt

plannlng units) that my piannlng unlt and others around me mlght I}e smtched to gomg to Drew and affectlvely spilttrng the current

live north of Columbla Plke might not he going to schooi wlth her next ye (on top of the already hard transrtron of mowng a young
thlnk that Is who]eEy unfarr and somethrng 1 am

e vehementiy opposed to. 1 understand the argument for dIversrty but my plannlng unit actually contributes richly to the dlversity of




& PHES where we have 42 of our. 59 children as asian, black or hispanic. . Our planing unit 46010 contibutes to the diversity of PHES (and
swould for Fleet) so moving to Drew ‘would, in my opinton not help much with changing that issue and would Jikely take away from the -

jand move them alt to Fleet. My nelghbors and fellow cornmunlty feel very strongiy about this and wifl certainty | be makmg our voice

E falr and have become very concerned and d|5mayed about recent talk of changlng those I appremate your atteetlon on. thts matter and
__ would welcome andv feedback o my thoughts Thank yoo, Phil Fabrmo . N : ' :

drverstty at fleet. I would encourage the Board to .continue with the |nltlal proposal 5et in place to keep the PHES communtty together 1

heard 1 appreciate the chatienge the Board is faced with in rnakzog these decisions but truly thought the initial: boundartes were very s

10/15/18 Engage Website

Good momlng Engage I have gone to vour websrte There ls no map there showlng South Fasrl _gton ktds gorng to Drew Thls s
exactiy my comp!arnt - that nelther APVA nor the schooi board has tnformed the publlc of their p]ans Sl Do

Regards, Dr. Evic Sylwester

: Mashawna Vernon

ood evening, I would ilke to express my opposmon to the proposed boundary change for south Farrtrngton removrng south Fatrllngton t
students from Ablngdons district, ‘Asa parent aed a homeowner one of the thxngs that attracted me was the rdea ofa ne:ghborhood 5
schoo] Removmg thatwould senouslv alter the netghborhood and both of the proposed schools in a negatrve way Thank you '

10/12/18 | Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

! arn parent of a lst grader at Ab gdon Elementary We aze blessed to lrve ln the absolutely amazeng communlty of South Falrltngton

ikhis part of Arllngtoo reallv hancite even mare buse _and cars on the road?

Dear_Ar'I_ing_ton__County !_eat_ters, S

nd: walk to Ab:ngdon every day Mv daughter ls thrlvtng at the school, whrch |n many ways Is the heart and soul ot our nelghborhood 1
m wntlng in regard to the recent school board drscussron about rezonlng South Falrllngton to Drew Elementary. Lam opposed to th:s
hange fora host of reasons i : - . : = :

'Proxirnitvr_ S

Although South Falrlmgtoo falls outsrde the “walk zone” lt remarns wrthrn a 1 rmEe radtus of Ab]ngdon Dee to the walkable streets
ith contlguous srdewalks a s]gnlﬂcant number of st 'en _walk or brke to school from South Fai gton every day, tncluding ust

AII students in South Falrlmgton would need to be hused to Drew because the walk would be neither practlcal nor safe for chlldren. c
his would put a greater straln on APS transportatlon and woutd Ilkely requsre that APS expand bus serwce to the nelghborhood Can i




: d_. -'li"he_'Sodth Fairi_ington'_piannmg.unit_ ] _acttt_aliy adja;ent:t_o_i\bingd_on. '_ DRSS

4, oisrop_'tipn/s_t_abm';y_j

every day Many parents who se]dom or-never dnve thelr children to Abingdon wouid likely choose to dnve the|r chddren to Drew, .

s;ncreasing gongestion in an area already burdened with trafﬂc problems Why p!ace students and thexr ramllles under thns hardshap? ; '3_

2 'Efﬂ_ciency [

a, Movzng the fuii South Falrhngton populatron to Drew wrll lncrease the transportatlon costs Addltronai buses, needed for a longer
period of ttme, wod!d be requ|red to move the ma)onty of South Falriington (3 Earge student poputauon over. multiple non-waikable
boundary roads Walkmg to eiementaw school is hands down one of the most wonderfu! thlngs about Iwing sn Fal_ ngton o

3; .Contiguity_- o

8 South Fanrtangton currentiy has no ma]or parks C htghways separat:ng them from Ablngdon The “boundarY" of 395 isa pedestnan— .
fnendly street with 51dewalks and does not reqwre crossmg guards to mamtam safe wa&kmg cond|tions Thns stretch of road Es safer than
mo is the Countyl ' : ' :

ectively separate the commurity in'South

' While it wourci be.theoretlcally possii}le to make a comdor to glve the tmpresston of contsgmty_ by mcluding portrons of Sh:rlmgton
such ag rldor would be artlrcial compared to the natural proxunlty of commumtles that are actually conhguous w]th the commumty
_gton accommodate th;s kmd of traffc? :

around Drew How can the Tarrow roads in Sh

la. The Falrimgton communlty, includlng the famli;es of ;South Fairhngton, was a pr|mary advocate for Abingdon s much—needed schooi

renovatzon. Durlng the renovatlon Abzngdon students Ieamed in relocatable classrooms, went without S plavground and dea!t the noise
of constructlon fora year. Many of the students currently at Atnngdon (an through sth: graders) were affected by the ongolng o
: constructma dunng the 2016»2017 sr_hool year ar:d even_had_to i}e locked down (and subsequently mlss a school day} due to ER




When it comes to proxsmrty, effrclency, drsruptron/stabrllty, and contlgurty there are no gains and srgnsttcaot !osses for South Falrllngton
farnllles it moved to Drew. : : : i

One fmal point 1 cannot state with enough urgency, Fairllngton Is one cornmumty Our famlhes work together to face our common R
challenges, ‘our chl!dren share parks and: poots we have a SK to 5upport an it chﬂd who attends Ablngdon, a farmers market summer
swim teams, and parades to mark our holrdays Many of Us moved to Fai riington becatase we wanted our famlises to be communally
engaged and there are few nerghborhoods in Art;ngtoa that take the responsrbrhty of communlty engagement as senously as Fairllngtnn.
The Fardmgton ClViC Aseocra n is very actlve and engaged and With two votlng stations with over 1500 voters on each SidE, we nearly.

+10/14/18

' oea'_r APS Sta'_rr, :

am a current Henry/Fieet parent writing to __press my deep concern w th the dlscussmn at the October 10 School Board Work
Sessron My famiiy end 1 irve In an exlsting Henry, Pla lng unlt south of Columbra Pike (46131) I have provrded a summary of my
concerns betow, arranged by poircy consrderatlon.

arall: the presentatton from the October 10th meetrng does not mentron the overwhelmmg sup;}ort from the Hensy,fFieet :
communlty for APS Salf's ongrnal proposa! whrch we! beheve appropnately balartced the poht.y consrderatrons while mostly keeptng the '5

ex:sting commumty together Atthe September Zﬁth presenta :_ n.of APS staff's onglnal proposal at least 40 members of the . :
: HenrijEeet comrnuntty showed up to express support for the preposal while demonstratmg to staff that ALE. exrstrng Henry ptennmg A
: en]ts should move to Fleet The Oct 10 ore 2 :ntatmn omits this critical, context.,

Emsttng Henry pIannlng unlts south of Columbt_ Ptke are orlented toward the Plke and are deeply connected thh areas north whlch
iwe consrder our communlty We ptay wrth frrends there, we eat thereJ we shop there Such connecttons do not = and gwen the yoad .
network and Jand use patterns, Tikely cannot - exsst with Drew Students in exlsting Henry plannlng unlts south aof Columbla Plke, i
: |ncludir|g my two chrldren can - and do - walk and brke through our existlng communlty space to Fleet, They cannot walk or bike to




i Dr_ew. Shifting Henry's souther_n piannin_g _unite _to_Dre_w w_iII preclude these stu_dent_s _from walhing or_b]klng _to school as .they _gro_w. o

A —The Oct 10 presentabon provrdes no justlﬂcatron for usmg the average F&RL rate for the eight schools ln the 2018 boundary pmcess -' :

o movement "tlowards” the 47% a\rerage F&RL rate. Sllde 18 demonstrates thls confusmn Under the proposa1 Ahlngdons F&RL rate fa!ls

: _target fallmg Erom 52% to 39%, butis stllt considered in alrgnment desplte be g Farther away on @ percentage polnt bas]s under the
: proposal These 1ncon5|stenr:|es do not form a basrs for good der:is:on makrng Based on the updated pubirc data provrded shrttrng

*Demographlcs* the apparent shifti in emphas:s away from effrcrency and proxrmrty across aII schools to the demographrcs of one.

schonl (Drew, slide 36), concemns me for a number of reason :

(47%) as the target FBRL rate, Using other comblnatlons of schoois in the 2018 process would resutt in drfferent average F&RL rates
{and target rates). This would affect wh|ch schools are considered to bei |n alrgnment with thrs consrderatron under the proposal As rt i
stands, the 4% target is arbrtrary. nd is not a good hasss_ for declsron maklng There iIs o clear expianatlon of what: conststutes

from 41% to 3% but is considered in ahgnment with this polrcy consrderatron Thisis ctearty Fase, !n contrast, both Barcroﬁ :
(51%>48%) and Drew (66%>60%) rall toward the 4% target buit are not consrdered in alrgnment Hoffman»Boston overshools the

e)ﬂsttng Hennf ptanrung units south of Columbra Pike to Drew wouId [ower FEeet‘s F&RL rate whlle not having a meamngful Impact on-
Drew s rate Given the overall context of. the County 'S budget constramts and the contlnumg sc?soo! c auty squeeze, APS staff’
orrgsnat proposa! appropaately piaced effi cieacy and proxrmrty ahead of other consrderatlons Shlfting the emphasis at this Iate stage to B
e demograph;cs 'f a slngle schoo '_ s fi scalty questronabte, and does not provrde an ap;}:opnate opportunitv for the krnd of broader e f

dlscussron about diverslty and opportumty that the Oounty needs to. undertake. R

10/14/18

: Growth Inltlatwe

‘|E recognize. th_a_t the. red_ist__r__lg_tin_g pr_o__ce_s_s_ is_c_hatlengingt the Board istrying to baiance student. populatlons across rnany different r‘actor.e.

bounda:res of Abrngdon EIernentary Schooi by movteg the southern portlon of the Fairllngton communlty Into a dlfferent eiementarv
school As a Falrisngton resident and fo:mer Abmgdon parent who was acttve in the Ablngdon PTA and wasa parent member of the '_ 2
Bullding Level Plannmg Commlt’tee (Bi.PC) for the At}rngdon addltlonjrenovatlon process, Ihavea Iong hrstory wrth both the school and :
the communrty I be!zeve thr 'roposal is counter to both the Board ] goa[s of the boundary airgnment process and the countys Smart




However, this proposai which would fragment the coheswe community of Fazrlmgton, is counter to the key goals of the boundary
aiignment process as outllried below

*Demographlrs* Abingdon isa very dlverse schooi an attr:tiute that attracted us to it inltiaiiy andg drove our declsnon to attend our '
nelghborhood schooi rather than one of the choice schools Itis aiso a Ttie 1 schooi almost 50 percent of the Abingdon population are_.
dlassified as economlcaliy_" sadvantaged and a;)proxrrnateiy 47 percent of Ablingdon stodents are; eI|g|bIe for free or reduced lunch. - .
Additionaliy, Ablngdon s percentage is expected to |r1crease due to new affordable housing that has came: onilne this year wnthin fts 0
boundaries T'love that Abmgdon has the economic diver5|ty that it does, 1 beiieve that all: students beneﬁt from dlversity However, L
am concerned that in:the effort to balance other schoois demographacs (it Is y. understanding from the working sessions that 47% fs '.j
the across county goal), you madvertentiy w1II be ralsmg Ablegdons above the target percentage, whlch is counter to the. Boards goals :

*Prox:mrty* Abingdon is the ci05est eiomentary schooi to. aII ‘of the res|dents of Falrilngton No student in the ‘South Falrtmgton g
Piannlng unlt ilves more than 1 mite from Abmgdon.( : '1.0 mlle from Ablngdon), they aii iive more than 1 mlle from Drew (1 4 2,1 -j:

streets w:th contiguous sidewaiks and marked crosswalks for the entlre route, and oes not cross any rnalor roads The buses that are 5
! prowded that sorne use (whlch potentlaiiy could be ellrnlnated) do not leave’ the neighborhood This means they do not. travel above 25
mph W|th ch:idren aboard (unportant to cons:der as APS buses do not hav' seat beits) and are hot out on major commuting paths

creating additl al traffic congestlon : : v - :

Busmg students from the south portion of Fair]ington to an elementary schooi oui5|de of thesr nesghborhood \mli require additlonai beses
from those in use now (the ctsfferentiai is even hlgher' sorne or all of the piannlng unlt in the southern part of Falrilngton is putintoa
walking zone to Ablngdon), wil put those buses on major roads trave]ing at higher rat of speed addlng to congestion and prowdlog
more opportunitres for accadents fuods will be needed for fuei and malntenance, and those buses Wiii be in servace on an eiemeotary

route for | ionger period of time (taking tlme away from other routes for those buses}

Transporting students from Falriington to a school other than Abingdon would significantty Iengthen ﬂ1e amount of time that k|d5 spend
on the hus every day My child new, attonds Gunston, APS Transportatlon is so stramed that they attempted to put our moming plckup
‘jtime at 6:45 am in order to have the biss for the next route 5 500N 88 posS|bEe Schoot is 2. 4 mlles from our hame and starts at 7:50 -
:ram; they were arnving before the schooi even opened at 7. 30 am, “i‘tus iiEustrates the tightness of the wstem that wouid be further




strained_ by buslng_stud_ents_ln the s_outh p__art_of_ Falrlington to a schoot ou_tside of their neighbor_hood. o

*Commumty contrgurty* Farrllngton ls ohe commumty Itis recognzzed as one ent|ty in the Nat|ona| Regrster of Historic Places and by
all of. the resrdents The brrdge over 1-395 connects us physmally, the elementary school communlty connect.s us somally and
emotsonatly Communrty eyents such as, the Fourth of 3uly parade FINS swrrn program, and Farrtington Farrners Market engage students
all of Falrﬁ:ngton. The Fawllngton Communlty Center {FCC) serves the entire nerghborhood The Farrlrngton 5K route traverses both the
northern anc! southern portron_ f the n ghbo' ood, part of the proceeds from the race go to Ablngdon Elementary

However, ma]or roadways do separat Fa|rl|ngton from any other e]ementary schoo] The geographrc separatron across major roadways '
f 'ther elementary school would make it more difficult to be part of that school community, to ma|nta|n relatlonshlps among the -
students frorn different nelghborhoods and for both students and parenls to be part of a !arger sr:hool communrty al’cer hours L :

The Farrtsngton commumty as a whote e bodres all of the prlnciples of Smart Growth wrth the presence of Ablngdon Elemeetary as the
nerghborhood elementary school for all of Fairlrngton galvamzmg a number of these prrncrples rncludmg fosterrng drstmctwe, attractrve

communstres with a strong sense of place; creattng walkable naghborhoods, and strengthen and drrecting deve!opment towards exlsting
commumtres (thr ' gh th addrtlon/renovatlon of he schoot) = R : k :

"Fhe goal to achleve a socto economlc balanc in oth Abingdon and Drew, as well as meetrngthe her key goals of.the boundary L
reallgnrnent process would be better met by rnarntarnrng Abmgdon s current boundarres and annexing other areas, rn closer proxrrnlty to
' buundarres for Ablngdon Etementary. v

Drew i ge you to marntasn the current reigl

I hope you wrll consrder the factors outtined above in our decrsrons regardrng elementary boundary redrstncung Thank you for your -
attent|on to thrs lssue and for your work on the School Board e B S -

5 Sincere'ty,: e

: Mi.t.:hégie_.D.mer..__.._ B

o 5ubje_ct- Tam opposed _to_separat_ing_.the_c_hlld_r_en _é_r_f Falriington lnl:_o different_elernentary.sehootsl “

Good afternoon, 1 am wrrtmg In regards to the recent school bo _rd drscussron about the elementary schoo] boundaries withln the
Farrtzngton nerghborhood 1 want to strongty oppose the suggestloa that South Fairiington would he annexed by Drew Elementary
. School Drvrdlng the Farrllngton cornmunrty Is lEE advrsed far a number of. reasons: :




1. _Proximity:

a. Althosgh Scmth Farrhngton falls oulside the “waik zone" it rernains wrthrn al mi]e radlus of Abingdon Due to the walkabie streets .
wzth contlguous su:lewaiks, a ssgmi‘ C nt number of students walk ar bike to schooi from South Fasrlmgton every day :

siby Al students in South Fa|rl|ngton would need to be bused to Drew because the walk wouici be nE|ther practrcal nor safe for children._ :
Th|s would put a greater stram 0 S

< Transportmg studenl_-; from South Farrlington to Drew y ould S|gn|f' cantly lengthen the amou tof tlme that ktds sg}end on the bus
every day Many parents who seidom orhever dnve thelr chitdren to Ablngdon wouid iakely choose to dnve their children to Drew, 2
increasmg congestion ln an area already hurdene wrth traffic probiems R i

2 'Efﬁ_r;ie o

 Brew will increase the transportation costs Addmonal buses, needeci for a longer
ajonty of South i-"alrllngto s large dent populatlon over multlpie non-walkable

a Mowng the full South Fa|r||ngton populatlon
: penod of time, would be required to mo 2
C boundary Toads, .

13, Cohtiguiiv_' T

a, South Falrlmgton currently has no. rrlajor parks or hlghways separatmg them from Ab;ngdon. The "boundary" of 395 I a pedestnan~ i
frsendiy street with sidewaiks and does not require crossmg guards to marntasn safe walking conditlons : v

bB. There are several m or arners, inciudlng multlple ma]or roads and parks that effectively separate the commumty in South ’
Fairlmgto from Drew : - PR

<. thie It would be theuretlcally posslbie to make a comdor to gwe the :mpressron of conhgmty by includlng portlons of Shwi:ngton, o
such a corndor wou!d be artrr cial compared to the naturai proximity of commumtles that are actually contrguous with the commumty BEL
aroundDrew ey : o : SRRTRIASY . . .

d, T_heSoutn Fair_iington'plénning_llnit_is a_etua_lly adjacent to_itbi_ngdon, sl

Disruption/Stability -’




ib, ?his_cdnet'ruettun 'disrupted_-their_ e_ducatl_on and t WOl.lld be_unfa_ir-tn eubnnt t_hese students to furt_h_e_r diert_:p_tio_n. L

; famllles lf mnved to, Drew

. The Fa|rimgton commumty, mcludmg the familles of South Fasrlmgton, was a primary advocate for Abmgdon 's much-needed school

] renovatran Daring the renovation Abmgdon students learned in refocatable c!assroorns, went W|thout a playground, and dealt the noise,
0. censtrumon for:a year, Many of the students currently at Abingdon (2nct through Sth graders) were affected by the ongo;ng
: constructton dunng the 2016-2017 schonl year and even had tobe iacked duwn (a d subsequently m|ss a school day) due toa.
; hazardnus materlats concern, ln the buiictzng :

When 1t comes to pl’OXIITlItV, efﬂciency, dlsrupttonjstabsttty, ancl contlguity there are no gams and 5|gn|f|cant losses for South Fa|r||ngton

E Frnaily one p(}t!’)t I cannot state W|th eneugh urgency, Fa|rl|ngton Is one communityl Our fam]lles wurk together to face our common

challenges, our children, share parks and pools, we| have a 5K a farmers market summer swim teams, and parades to mark our.”

: holldays Manv of us moved to Falrllngton becaese we wanted our ramshes to be communally engaged and there are few nelghhurhoods :

in Al ngton that take the responsmlllty of. cornmunzty engagement as senously as Fairllngton The Falrlsngton Civic Assoc;atlon Is very - 3k
ctive and engaged and wrth two ) ting . 5tat|ons wrth over 1500 voters or: each srde, we nea v:double every omer civic assocratlon [T
he. county Abangdons comrnumty ef orth and Seuth Fa|rl|ngton should bean example of what APS strwes for when creatlng schnol
zones. Burldlng a commumty around schuol ls a d.rr cult task—- 1 hepe that APS witi realize that when an invested communltv exists lt =
5 cnt|ca| that lt be preserved R : : : : S

10/15/18

Keep Patrick

Henry Community
Together at Fleet

eepectfully, Rec;r_igo Cahe_z'as'Fairlingtdn Resldent .

reetinge _S_choo_l _B_o_ar_d Mer_n e_rs and Stal‘f,

: Iarn _writln'g with regard td'the_ele_mentary_bound'a:ry_lnitiative 'nb:w uncfle:r: r_eview tur_South Arllngton_s'choois. -

You have heard from many of s h_ € in Columb:a Heights as'we have tung awarted ot mave from the Patnck Henzy hu !cisng to the
new Fleet schoo! tn 2019, We ha been part fthe Patrlck He ry_commumty sunce the schooE opened and we have second—generatmn
farn|l|e5 Il\nng in our nmghborhnod L g : :

It has comea to ny. attentron that the board is Iooklng at rnoving our netghborhood and other plann;ng units south uf Colurntua PIkE, to -
Drew school instead- of keeplng our. famlhes at Henry when it moves to the new lecatlon *n the workmg sessson, you noted that the
mltnal proposalJ which kept CDlUl'nbla Helghts families at Fleet had widespread commuzuty suppurt anct balanced the cntena for the -

: boundary process everaii *(For reference, Culumb|a Heights is comprised of PUs; 46130, 46131, 46133, 46132 46120, 46140, 48280, °




{1 appreciate your. tie and consideration, Thank you.

|Respectfully,

and 48281._)_*We ask that your next proposa! also_ bata_nce the_ ctlte_ria for t_he_ boundary ptocess, and keep_ oua_f kids at Fleet. *

We have met w:th staff and the board to hlghhght that *many of our knds walk cr b]ke to school * *We are also allgned with ﬁemy
students in that our nesghhorhood wsii attend Jefferson MS— meetlng the cntena for; proxwmty, eﬁ' mency, and alignment.* We were thus
surpr:sed to learn that our"demographlcs” would be the. pnmary crlteria under consideratlon. It is concerning that our nelghborhood
would be evaluated by a slngle cnterza versus other South Arlington communltaes w e_the crlterla Is welghted

*Lastlv, I want to pmnt out that Colurnb1a Haghts fan'uhes have been impacted in every recent boundary reangnment in South Ari;ngton
to include hoth the MS and HS boundanes *That means that we meet all of the crlterla to support keeping us at Fleet to mclude o

‘10/15/18

| Meredith Gage

I arn a resident of South Fa|r]|ngton and I wnte to mform you that I am agalnst the proposal to change the nelghborhood schooi of.
ch:ldren in South Falr[mgton to Drew |nstead of Ablngdon I stand by each of the concerns that the Falrllngton Cltlzens Associatlon rote
in the attached !etter Please respect the cornmunlty‘s WJShes and Iea the netghborhood school for South Falrllngton chi!dreﬂ as

'10/14/18

Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

o through that prm:ess, only to take away the reward of the end result




:and keep Falr]lngton umtedl

: Thank:vot:_ ir_t_ac_lv_ance_'for yedr'c_oneideretiqn,'_Nikkﬁ H_ars_hm_an : DR

My daughter has frlends in both Nerth and South Fairtington. She fs on a soccer. team wlth the Arilngton Soccer League with kids from
all'over Falrlmgton She wouldn't understand why some of those frlends mxght have to go to a new schoo! next year, And frankly, T don' t
either. My nelghbors don't etthet‘. The dnly feedback I've heard over the past few days at the playground on the soccer field, and at :
nelghbnrhood gatherlngs is outrage and dlsbeiief that this pruposal is even a cons:deration Piease, I urge you to f' nd another. solutrun :

10/15/18

Keep South. |

Falrhngton at’

: Dea_r'm_f. Goldstein,

=ttse Engage APSVA webstte ("October Rewsed"), thereis a Si}ggestlon that the sotzthem ssde of, Fa:rlmgton could be dlwded from the )
;northern Side of Fazdlngton The. south pmntlng to Drew whlle the north pomting to Ablngdo N

_Abingdo' _' Every mornmg there ES a signifi cant amount of waikmg trafﬂc across the 395 bridge to Fairhngtnn I walk my son (who is in
KG) frequentiy with frsends and nelghbors across this hrzdge to Ablngdon If yeu annex South Falrhngton, all students in our planning
; Contagu:ty there are no major buundanes that separate South Fa|rhngton from Abangdon The 395 bndge is pedestnan fnendly wnth '_3

' (parks 'ma]e : roedways, etc ) between resuﬂeets and the scttooi,:
4 and proxim ty fi South Fa:rllngton re5|dents B :

I am wntlng ln regard fo. the Etementary School boundary pmcess 1 nutlced that in the must recent documents that were reteased on g

am strongly opposed to thls destruction
and dIVISIOH of our communltyl :

Falrisngton iS a3 spemal communlty that unltes around one school It is the fahrlc of our communlty My fr|ends and nelghbors thmughout
alrilngton send their ch||dren to Ablngdon we cnnnect through and i in thIS expenence‘ As one commumty, we support Ahmgdon :
prov:dlng a "partnersh' " b the school that the Schoul Bnard and APS at iarge, shoutd va!ue and prutect ) o

In _acknew!edging the consideratiens_for_the_ bedndary_'proc_ess,'_ p_lease_'eonsider.th_e fOIIQWinQ:

Proximsty & Eff aency a]thnugh the southem part of Falrllngton falts outssde the waikabie zone, most of ft remams Wlthln 1 mile of

nit will need husmg to Drew, increasing transportatlun cosm and cungestmn o

Iarge sxdewalk space and no need for crossmg guards Movmg South Falrllngton o Drew woufd create several signlf‘cartt i}euﬂdanes E
' urtherrnore Abingdon weuid remain the closest scheol by dlstance

Ab_ingdo_n 15 a part_ df _etlr_ 'jr}'elght_}_erhood, a_nnex_ing_s;:gth Fairlington to Drew_'weuld disrupt the special relationship Fairlington_has with .




' Please_.r_;ons_ider mv v_ol_ce a dthe_ voioee_of my ne_tg_hbors_ as you r_riove_ 'fo'r'vlra_r_d'_\vit_h the boundary pracess. L

' APS Please consider how lmportant the continuity of our commuraty Isto Fatsllngton re5|denls| Qur famslles work togel:her, our chsEdren :
“ishare parks and poois, ciubs and communsty orgamzatlons ‘Families from af over Falriington meet together at Abingdon, We see SRR}
ourselves a5 ONE COMMUNITY - and have done so since Faxr[:ngton was estabtished inthe 19405 The 395 boundary is an artrmal
- border thal: does nat leldE us! If the school board were to annex South Falrllngton to Drew, this hlstorlc, untque, and very speoal

commomty would iose one of the most signsfcant threads that bind us

o Cathe'rihe Steihmetz

.Randolph

1o/15/13 : SETEY s : . . o
Boundaries As the pareat ofa chrld at Randotph I wanted to artlcut e a few parttcular needs as we go throogh the houndary process T rafﬂc near
Randolph at drop off and pick up s already @ mess Bemg a walklng school is unlque and wonderful and we W|sh 10 stay a prirnarlly
walkmg school both for the beneﬁts of the kids who walk dally and to avoid making trafﬁc in. the nexghborhood worse at a school that
: cannot support more busses S : : e :
farmly, I thmk rny k;ds benel“t from emg at a school wrth a h:gh FARMS ratel _' ﬂ 2
-—:Mégéh':medmé_ r
= Keep PU 4611

10/15/18:

Thank you forall your work ttylng to lmprove our, schools. I am, however dlsappomted by APS‘s proposat to remove our planazag umt
from the_ leet bnunda 'es for 2019 I urge you l:o return plann ng Ltait 45110 to the proposed Fleet bouzzctary I spoke d|rectly with you
about contlgu ty an way does your proposaE aIlow cont|gu1ty far.PU 46110, thle the map, With the plnk overlay, glves an-
appearance of contz u]ty With Hoffman Boston, there s ln actuallty NO contlgmty 1 mentloned to you. that the smatler road South
Courthouse Road allows contlgoaty wrth the rest of Fleet (slmply goup Courthouse and rnake a ]eft on an) In your proposal to l:he :
school board, you | dec;ded to say, that streets did not have anything to do W|th contlgulty Then what does? You can see In the phol:o. Lk
below how the blue line delineates the Iandrnarks that cut us off from. Hoffman Boston and Long Branch. Behmd our planmng unitis |




“10/15/18

o Washlngton Bivd (hlghlrghted in bright blue} which cuts us off frorn Ft. Meyer (rn your new map, you put them wrth Hoffman Boston) s

{we would not be included in the Fleet boundanes w!th our nelghbors who are just across the street from us, but are included In the s

we are not contiguous with that planning unlt To our South is the Naval Suppart Facility (just under the dark blue fine, extendrng from .
18, Courthouse to. Wash Bivd and South the. the apartment buﬂdlngs there) which cuts us off from anythlng south of qur. planmng unrt
You will also see in the photo that South Courthouse is the same size road . a5 S, Veitch, one stregt over and rncluded i, the Fleet :
; boundary Cotumbra Prke on the other hand iS 3 4 (partJaHy 5) Iane road and anothe; maJor factor cutting us off from Hoffman Boston :

As] d;lve home everyday, 1 pass Penrose Park and turn le!’t onto rny street before pu!hng |nto my dnveway. I cannot understand how U

] Fleet boundanes

Lastiy, there are On|y 9 of us (IE those numhers are correct) in 46110 and I urge you to keep us with our nelghbors, our fnends our o
teachers, and our famriy at Fleet Thls is a brash dECISIOI’l w:th some questaonabie data, It wou]d be far wrser to allow us to stay w:th the
Fleet communrty and take a second Iook at the data, and the houndanes in a rew years

isa dlfflcuit process, but one that reqwres a i tt! 1
ratlng us. from our school e

Keeo Patrick

Henry Community

Together at Flest

: reducrng the FRL rate is the, new overall pnontv of APS then it shouid be done unlformly across the county and not erratrcaiiy, e
: mpactrng only certain schoois and nerghborhoods Furthermore, rf the Board is golng to reconslder the proposed boundarles in response
o veiy rer:ent commuoity concerns W|th those boundane :

Ie_ar'Schoo__E: Board,' _Coun__ty'Bo_ard h:'!_emb'era: d iDr; M_ur_phy

Eease reconsrder recent proposed changes to the boundanes for Fleet that do not lnc!ude aII of the current Henry plannrng unrts If &

t must equasiy consider our communlty s steadfast support for boundarses
hat keep Henry together at Fleet Please honor your preyeous statements regardrng keeprng the Henry Elementary commumty together
b Fleet, Breaklng _us_ apart_m an at_tempt f__or a qwck_ fix. .t_o.a county wrde _pro_blem .of_ u_nequ_al FRL rates is not an _equrtable_ sotutron._

Patrick Henry parent




Fam wrlting In regard to the recent schooi buard dlscussmn abuut the efementary school buundarles wlthln the Falrtington -
neighborhood While discussing potentlal boundary proposals, it was suggested that Farrtsngton could be divided and the southern part
of FarrEmgton couid be annexed by Drew Elementary Schu _'! am opposed to separating the chltdrea of Faimngton inta drrferent o
elementary schogls, " : L A '

Dividing the Fairlington community is ill-advised for a number of reasons. .

a. Although the southern part of Faidlngton fa1is out5|de the “walk zone" it remalns wnh;n a 1 m;!e radius of Abingdon Due to the
walkable streets WIth contlguous sidewaiks a s;gmt‘cant 'umber of students walk or bike to schout from. thls part of Faulrngton every =
i ely uses Abzngdon Eementarys piaygrounds un weekends, and it isan easy walk blke or scoot :

b. Ati students from the southem part of Falrténgton would need to be bused to Drew hecause the watk woeid be nelther practlcas nur .' :
safe for chlldren. This wou!d put a greater stra 'on APS transportatro and would hkely requnre that APS expand bus serwce in the - B !
nelghborhood i ' : :

[ Transpomng students from Fa:rllngton o Drew would stgmf‘ cantly Iengthen the amount of tlme that klds spend on the bus every day. )
' Many parents who seldom or.never. drive their children to Ablngden would Iskely choose to d i _e their chlfdren to Drew, increasmg ;
R congestron in an ‘area already burdened wzth trafﬂc problems R :

2.3Efﬁci_e'n'c'y S

a, Movmg the populatlon of the southern part of Fasrllngton to Drew w1|l increase the transportatlon costs Addttlonat buses, needed for :
a_tonger permd of t:me, woutd be. re ulr d to rnove the maJorlty of Falrlmgtons Iarge student popuiatson over mu[l:[ple non- waikable

_ 3_._'_ch't'|gmty_

aa Homes inthe southem part of Falrlington currentiy have ne major parks or h]ghways separatlng them from Ablngdon. The :
"boundary" of 395 sa pedestrian frlendly street w]th szdewa!ks and does not reqmre crossing guards to ma:ntain safe walklng
condltlons ; B i

W b_,_There are several major barriers, including multiple mator roads and parks, that effectively separate the community In Falrington




e When it comes to proxlmity, efficlency, dlsruptmnjsta
i farniites If moved to Drew i

3 :'{_ One fi nal pomt I cannct state with eaough urgency, Fairltngton ts one communlty Our famltzes work together to face our: common

‘in Arhngton that take the responmbrhty of cnmmunlty engagement as serlously as Fa|rl|ngton The Farrlrngton Civic Assomatmn [ vety

: zenes Burldmg a cummunsty around a school is a dlfﬁcult task—- I hoae that APS erI reallze that when an mvested community exrsts et b
s cnticai that itbe preserved o i . : R SRR

Wh:te it woutd be theoretlcally posssble to make a corridor to glve the lmpressmn of contiguity by mcludlng portlons of Shlrllngton, _ :
such a currldor would be artiﬂcla! compared to the natural proxlmlty of communrtles that are actually cuntrguous W|th the communlty

! ity, and contiguity there are nd gains.and__slgnifi_c.ant toeéee_ for these Fairlingto

challenges, our chlldren share parks and peols, we have a5k a farmers market summer swim teams, and parades to mark our
holldays. Many of us oved to Falrilngton because we wanted our farnlhes tn be communally engaged and there are few nelghborhoods :

ctive and eﬂgaged and with two votlng stahnns wrth over: 1500 voters on each stde, we neariy double every other CIVIC assoclatlnn tn
the r.uunty Abmgdon 'S communrty of North and Suuth Falri;ngton should be an example of what APS strnres for when creahng schoo1

“10/12/18

Keep South
fairlington at
Abingdon

E}ear.s_éh_qol B_oard Membe_rs:.j_' o

Frrst Iet me say we have no children who attend pub]ic schoois tn Arllngton County We are, however cltlzens who ltves is the “south“ 3
Farrlrngton section of our greater Fairhngtun comrnumty L : R R :




We ar_e opp_osed to sp_iitting our co_r_nmunity S0 that our. ch_il_dren rn_u_st_ att_end two separate schoo_ts_. :

Receetty our communrty was engaged in support for the renovatron and reconstrucbon at Abmgdon School lt became our pro]ect
because this is our communrty school. We see studenh walk and btke to school We see parents wrth thear children gomg to and from -
school This is what a cornmunrty is aII about Why wootd you bus students out of their oW community? Why woutct you extend an : :
elementary school student’s day because of a bus rlde when he.or. : e can walk o his community school? ’

The only "boundary" between north and south Farrlmgton is he 34th Street brrdge over 39 5 = ardly a barrrer at ati B I guess n th|s :
age of "The Wall” you see lt asa :Esvrslon within the communrty I'm always thought the de5|gnabons of "north" and "south" as silly and
arbstrary. Fasrlmgton isone commumty, however ou proposa to sen ur chlldren to two schoots does create a drvrs on wlthin ourﬁ

r:omrnuruty

i've always heard about the Ariangton way I hope that rneans that our. schools are communrty schoo!s and that every effort wrll be "
made to keep Ablngdon School 'S boundaraes as tteey are now drawn for the sake of comrnunlty and eh‘“ C|ent schooi management :

Thomas R:.:_(:_orbl_rr

: Keep South
i Farrlmgton at

I, Proigimlty: o
a. A|though South Fa:rimgton faiis outszde the “walk zone" it remates wlthin a 1 mr!e radrus of Abrngdon. Due to the walkabze streets :

b Al studeots In South Fairlrngton woutd need to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nerther practrcal nor safe for chlldren.-';
Thls woutd put a greater strarn on APS trarssportatron and would kely requsfe that APS expand bus service to the nelghbodrood, R

o e Transportrng students from South

S mcreasrng r.ongestron inan area already burdened wrth trafflc probtems

_nt.'school hoard drscussron about the etementazy school boundarres within the
airllngton nerghborhood I want to strongly oppose the suggestron that South Fearllngton wou!d be aneexed by Drew E!ementary
; Schoot Dlvldlng the Falrhngton communtty is rII~advrsed fora number of reasons ' v : : :

! Good aftemoon, I am wrrtlng tn regards to the r

lth contrguoas sidewaiks a srgmr cant numb ~of students walk or bike to school from South Farrlrngton every day

1 ngton to Drew wootd S gniﬁcantly tengthen the amount of trme that krds spend on the bus
every. day. Manv parents who seldom or never dnve tttelr children to Ablngdon would Irkely choose ko dnve thelr cht!dren to Drew,




iz, Efﬂ_ciency :

a Movlng the ftiii South Farrilngton populahon to Drew WI|| mcrease the transportation costs Additlona! buses, needed fora [onger
perlod of tlme, would be requ|red to move the ma;ority of South FalrE ngtons 1arge student populatxon over mottzpie nor walkab]e !
boundary roads. : : v : : L Lo !

3, C_oﬂtigui_ty_ L

a. South Falrilngton currently has ho maJor parks ar highways separating them from Abmgdon The _boundary '_of 395 Is a pedestrian-
fnendly street wrth s:dewalks and dues not reqmre crossin s : : :

uards to mamtam safe walklng condltrons

b There are severa] major. barners, includmg multlple major roads aad parks that effectrvely separate the cornmunlty in South
Falrilngton from Drew. R i : R ;

e, Whlle it would be theoretlca!iy possxble to make a 'omdor to glve the Empressmn ot ContIQUIty by Includlng portlons of Shirhngton, .
E such a corndor would be artrﬂcia! compared to the natural proxlmlty of commumtses that__ e actually co t|guous wrth the communlty :
-': around Drew : ER B TE : :

d. ’I_'he'S_outh Eairljngton blah_nthg' uhit'is actually adjacent to Abiogdoh,‘- :

4, Distuption/Stabifyy -+~

a, 'Thé Fairiingtoh oommuhiw, intludihg the families of South Fa'lrlington, wasa 'primary advocate for Abingdon's, much-needed school . . |:
renovatmn Durmg the renovatron Abmgdon students Eeamed n relocatable classrooms, went without a p!ayground and deatt the norse :
of construction for a year Many. of the students corrent[y at Ablngdon (2nd through Sth graders) were affected by the ongolng f‘
construetron dunng the 2016 2017 school year aed even had to be locked down (and subsequently mlss a school day) due to a
hazardous materlals concern m the buﬂding L : R s

b .Th'ls':c_on_strecttoh'ctisroo_ted'the ed_o'c'ati'or_r a_ad It_wou!{i_be_uhfalr to_.suhhjit_these_stoctents _to_l_‘urtherdis_n_:ption.'_ ': RO

When It comes to proxarmty, eff“ mency dlsruptmn]stablﬂty, and conttgulty there are na gains and 5|gn|F cant Iosses for South Falmr\gton
famlhes tf moved to Drew [ i S . : B




; cha%%enges, our children share parks and pools, we have a 5K, a farmers market sunmer swim teams, and parades to mark our
holidays. Many of us moved o Fairlington because we wanted our families to be communally engaged and there are few nerghborhoods ;
: in Arlington that take the responsrblllty of communlty engagement as senously as Fatrhngton The Farrtsogton Civic Assocratson Is very.,

: acﬁve and engaged and with two votrng stations wath over 1500 voters on each srde, we nearly douhie avery other civig assoclatlon in.

the county Abrngdon s communsty of Norih and South Fa|rlsngton should be an example of what APS strives for when creating school ;

“iizones, Bur!dmg a commdnity around a schoot Is a dit’flcuit task-- I hope that APS will realize that when an Invested communsty exlsts lt
s cntlcal that it be preserve : : : Dt : 3 R

e :_ Respectfully, Rodngo Cabezas Farrl|ngton Resrdent and @ parent of 2 chlldren at Ablngdon Elementary Schoo]

10/14/18

Keep South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

‘ Schoot boundary. .

5 2019 whether that school is Ablngdon o, Drew

Iam wntlng to oppose, in the strongest possrble way, he' proposal to annex South Fairlington to make it part of the D_rew Flementary - -

I have been a re5|dent of North Fa:rlmgton for the past nme vears, and both mv children attend Abmgdon Elernentary Schdot When we .

were consldenng etementary schools for my son, currentiy in 4th grade we were rrnpressed by the vanety of choice, schools that were
o offer Ulttmateiy we deuded to send Hm to Ahmgdon. ‘While we Irked the arts focus, the CEI'A grant and the vanous other programs :-
that A!}mgdon had to offer, our main crlterla in select g ; |ngdon was that it was truly a nelghborhood school our chtldren could walk ]
to schoo[ and they woutd be In school with therr fnends from the | nelghborhood (fnends they had known therr whole Ilves, thanks to, the
actrve Falrtmgtoa MOMS club) 1f Abingdon had not mctuded Soath Falrlington t that time WE WOULD HAVE APPLIED TO A CHOICE
SCHOOL I cannot emphasee thls enough—- it our fnends from South Faarllngton were not a part of the Ablngdon boundanr at that trme :
we would have sought a dn‘f ent educahonal opportun tv for our son :

th this propo's'al' ln additinn to a Iot of unhapb'v 'earents' stu'den't's; and teachers, you will have the -
any, many more famrhes from both Souith Fairlington and North Fasr]lngton willopt | for.choice schoo:s
Abangdon wit not be a true ne:ghhorhood schoo[ any Ionger, the commumty will be diwded and the main factor about Abmgdon that
appealed to. so many Fai:llngton ram|l|es wati be destroyed Keep in mind that batanczng demographlcs. while | lmportant is not an exact -'
science, and |f redrawrng the boundary ns taking away the "nerghborhood feel" of a school with an Incred|b]e sense of communltv it
m||_ S opt to send therr Kmdergarden aged chrldren to therr nerghoorhood school ln the Fall of

umntended coeseque eth '

may . mean that rar fewar Fairllngto

1 reallze that the City of Arimgton :s a arge, dwerse, rapic!ly changmg dty presentmg un|que challenges to our schooi board t truly :
apprecrate how drfF cult some of these declsrons must be But there are also changes which once macte, cannot be undene and I fear
this is one of them Falrhngton ls not the only | nerghborhood In Arllngton, noris it the only place wrth a sense of commumty But Ido :




betieve it is unique. 1t is a unique p!ace because of its history, Its walkable streets, and its active and engaged Civic Association. It is the
kind of neighborhood that urban planners seek to create 1 would ask that you keep Fa !Iington w1thin one elementary SChOOF hOUﬂdarv
4 apprecnate your con5|deratlon : : : : L :

3ohn Renehan Arllngtcn, VA

To the Arllngtcn Schoci Board and Arllngton Scheoi Board Staff

I have Iwed En South Fairhngton for over 30 years. whi!e I have never had chlldren, I have consistentlv voted for bond :mtnataves m S
suppnrt of the Arllngton Public Schools 1 have done so rega dless of the § pact to me as a taxpayer because prov;dmg quallty publu: .
education is s0 cr|tical for our comrnumty and the country : - "

Huwever, I strongly object to the pendmg proposal to rezone South Fa;rllngton for school purpuses It is n0t mereiy |I|-adwsed - it
reﬂects a fundamenta! lack of ursderstandmg that Suuth and North Fa'rl' tun cull 'ctwely create the vlbrant end coIEaburatwe
ommunity of whsch Arhngton County ls 50 proud O : : AR

Adoptmg thss proposal wm == nnt may - wnli produce results that ar

'_ rhp;etel_y opposite to l'ts_ inkent. _Here are Just a fe_n'_df the
Inev&tabteoutcomes A S :

On_e: A._r_up._ture in _the :unitafy Fa_i;l'ingt_u_n_ community t_ha_t'wiil ﬁun_derm'in_e_ its _uniqu_e_nature and de_sirabil_ity as a place in which to live;

\.N.O.: 'Difninished int eat _ih living In _Fa'i_r]i.ngt'on d sed daiiy'tra_ﬁ_ic._ __frp_m_eehool busee_and/qr parents d_r_lv_ihg _thelr chtid;en_ _to_

Four: Fewer.faméi_ie_s' With sChuu[—'age c':_hi'ldren' living in Fairllngton-because'they !eavé_ ahdjqr dthets cho'ose' not to buyf

Five: Fewer famﬂles w1th SChUDI age _chlldren means more potenhal resuients who mlght be wary of tax |ncrea5es and thus !ess
supportive of schoOE bond Initiatwes e with the cascadlng impact th' ore tax Increases are requlred to nffset :
reJectlon of tmnd Inltlahves, and s [ :

. A sigrifican drop in F.éi.rlington residents’ trust in, and support for, the Arlington School Board -— feelings that will resonate well




'_ beyond Fairlington.

11 hope the concerns I'm raising, as well as those voiced by others, will be taken serlously, -

1 will also be forwarding this email separately to _ArEingto_n Public_ Schools Superintendent Patrick Murphy. -

Kind regards, : S

Debra N."_I.Jiener, A

"10/14/18

Idea to Justify

Keeping South
Fairlington at
Abingdon

Thank you f_ot yoer kind reép_o_hse._ B

I have updated my polnts more clearly as def ned by th choo! board's consMeratrons wrth the request that Piannlng Unlt 35130 b
turned mto a waIk zone, Thank vou. -

T 'mejAps seool ﬁaoja_rd; L

As an update to my prevlous emall 1 wanted to go pomt by poznt W|th some data, The mast slmple way‘ to pmceed Is to make Plannlng

Unit 36130 (Falrlington) a walk zone Thss ls based on saveral APS documents that I have quoted below and attached to this emarl
mcluding Boundary Conslderatmn Defi nttﬂms, Cons:deratlons for APS Walk Zones, APS Safe Routes lo School anct Abmgdoa Elementary
School Walk Zone SYZOIS 2019 i ; -

PMNNiNG '-UNIT '351501'50-"?”.*:”3”":‘5:1’(:33 (cq'rreﬁtly:-ieft student._s)_'--. s

: Planning Unit 36130 (S Falrlmgton) qualn"es to be a walk zone to Abmgdon due to t?\e followmg 1 Every

i qual to 1.mile of Abmgdon (range from 3 to 1 mlle, must within ’5 miles), 2, There are safe contlguuus
'_ 1 here are no traffic hghts or ma;er "red" or "orange" road crossmgs. 4, There isa safe, fenced and w1de overpass over :
state 39 ttsat Is frequemiy used throughout the day Tt has srdewatks and bake Ianes on both sides of the brldge

As noted above, this PU meets the requ:rements set forth In ttee 'Cons;deratrons for APS WaFk Zones The deﬂmt:on of ;Jroxrrnlty on the

| Boundary ! Con5|derat|0ns states, sctudents residing In neighborhaod’s school walk zone boundary are guaranteed a seat."” Te:mng this -




PU into _a waiklng zon_e ju_stiﬁes its _continuedvzone to Abingdoa.
.iThe creatlon of a walk zone aleo acknowledges Arlrngtons commrtment to walkabse communrtres and is ln airgnment with APS's Whole -
: Child: Inrtlatrve From APS's webslte, Safe Routes to Schook: "Benefits of walkrng or brking to school Watkrng one mile to and from
-|school each day is two- thlrds of the recommended sty minutes of physscal actwrty a day Students who walk to school have htgher
: levets uf physicat actlvrty throughout the day Studies show that students who walk and blcycle o schooi are more physically actrve,
have fower. bod\.r mass rndex scores and have lower obesity levels than students who are dnven ar: bused to schoal, Waikrng and brk:ng
are better for the : nv%ronment help reduce veh!c!e traﬁ" ic caused by drop ' ffs/plck' ps, and allow studenm a chance to soctallze before

Converseiy, this PU ranges | from 1.4 to 2, 1 rm]es to Drew Itis not safely walkable/ blkeable dﬂe to drstance, multrple traffrc lights and
several major *r
: trafl“ cked routes erther travelmg through Alexandria past the on-ramps to 1-395 or travelmg rnto the Abingdon—zoned pEannlng uraits or
;jeven past Ablngdon to : o :

and "orange" road crossrngs Rezomng would reqwre at least 2 bus routes that would need to take two heavlly o

tto Drew Both routes have several traft‘c E:ghts aad ma;or roads

AIIgnment Gunston, nothlng changes erther way Both Ablngdon and Drew are due to ha

their population spllt nto 2/3 middle '+
schoo[s R BELEHASTEIN Y

Contrgulty Thrs ?U touches oety 3 other plannrng ‘units in the entlre county and they aII are zoned for Abrngdon _It does not touch any
of: Drew boundary Zones, - : . . ) L

Demograp ics: This Pt} has a very low percentage of economrcally disadvantag:_ students (1 to 9 total students) Whrle thrs wou!d s
lmprove Drew, without thrs PU, Ablngdon 'S economwaliy dlsadvantaged rate would dramatrca!ly increase to an est|rnated 50_ GO%-ptvs

{For tom_garieon sak'e,':Columbia l—Eei_ghts:meet_a m'ore_ot the 'Sthool_B_oard_ conslderation_s_ and s_hou]d 'b_e_zone_d te'Drew E_Eernenta;y_ S

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS: PLANNING 'u_nrr's 459'16, 46011_, _46'13(5,"45'132', 46133, 45120 '('1_'9'.'7_ atudents): o

. Eft‘rci_e_n and proximity: These plannlng umts are a%i wrt[‘eo 6 to 1 4 mrles of Brew it is a shorter bus r|de, crossmg etther G!ebe Rd or
IWalter: Reed Dr, which other units zoned to Drew already regu!ariy cross Co!umbra Herghts has greater eft‘cienq.' and proxrmlty to Drew
than Fleet i these ptannmg umls were zoned to Fleet, the driwng d|stance is greater at ! 8 1o 1 6 mlEes, and would necessrtate the need
to cross Co]umbra Prke to get there There is. rro advantage for these unlts to attend Fleet ]nstead of Drew in terms of efﬂmency, ' : i
prommll:y and transportatron costs : PSR : : i : R




Alignment: These plannlng units are all zoned to attend Gunston Both Abmgdon and Drew are due to have the|r populatlon spllt rnto
2;'3 m|dd|e schools : : :

COHUG“'W Plannmg Unlt 46132 is contlnuous to the Di‘ew houndary, and ai! of these piann:ng unsts touch one another and are generaiiy
con5|dered one neighborhood : : TN A ]

Demographrcs The range of economrcally dssadvantaged students for these planmng units is approxrmately 29 42% Thls would brmg
the Drew populatson i Iine w]th the demographlcs of other 5, Ariangton EEementary Schoois, EREAE T

ﬁan'k you fo'rfy_osr:r' c_on:_;i_deration, :

Smcereivr Sara Tuke Carr

: Transpomng students from South Falrllngton to Drew would srgnrrcantly iengthen the amouot of time that kids spend on the bus every

i am wntlng In regard to the recent schoo! board dISCUSSIon about the elementary school boundanes wrthrn the hlstorec Falriington
; nelghborhood Whi!e drscussrng potenhal boundary proposals, it was suggested that Fairllngton could be ctwrded and South Fasrllngton
ould be annexed by Drew Elementary School a nonad_zacent school, 1 am opposed to separatqng the chrEdren of Falrlmgton into

iferent elementary schools, it just doesn't make sense other than to break—up a commumty 3

iyiding the Fairlington community_ls i_Il—a_d_\.'ised_ f_or_a _num_trer of"reaso__ 5,
i 'Pro'xir_‘_r_r:ity:

ik Although South Fatrlington falls outsrde the “walk zone”
: conhguous srdewalks, a srgnll' cant number of students walk o_ blke to school from Soeth Fa|rl|ngton every day I was able to b|ke o :

! . students in South Farrt ngton would need to be bused to Drew because the v 'alk wousd be neither practlcal nor safe for chlldren Thls
: would put a greater strain on APS transpdrtatlon and would Ilkely requrre that APS expand bus servrce to the ne|ghborhood *

lEdren to Drew, tncreasing

day. Many parents who seldom or never dnve therr chrldren _to Abrngdon would llkely choose to drwe thelr
: :' congestlon in an area &Sready burdened with tral‘Fc problems :

._'Efficiehcy S . -

i* Moving the full South Fairlington population to Drew wil increase the transportation costs. Additional buses, needed for a longer "'




perlod of tlme, woutd he requrred to move the majorlty of South Fairlingtons Iarge student populatron cver multiple non-walkabie D b
boundary roads : s : : :

1._"_(‘._ontigui_ty

* South Falrimgton currently has no ma]or parks or, htghways separatlng them from Ablngdon The "boundary" of 395 is a pedestna_
=en<i¥y street. wrth srdewa!ks and does not requlre crosslng guards to, rnarntarn safe walkrng conditions. My daughter can easlly and
safely vl5|t her North Falrlington friertds which she made thEe attendlng Ablngdon * There are several major barrrers, :ncludlng
muttrple major roads and parks, that effectrvely separate the commumty in South Farrtsngton from Drew. * While |t woutd e i :
theoretrcaiiy possrble to make a corrldor to give the rmpressron of contlgmty by |nc|ud|ng portkons of Shlrllngton, such a- comdor would - :
be artchsal compared to' he naturat proxamlty of communlhes that are actually contrguous wzth the communtl:y around Drew * The
South Falriington ptannlng unlt is actuatly adjacent to Abingdon R S : : '

L ois;up_tibn/s'_t_a_binty'_

Sk The Farrtsogton community, includlng the fammes _fSouth Fa:rhngton, was a prrmary advocate for Ablngdon s much needed schoo
renovat;on Dunng the :enovatlon Abrngdon students learned in relocatable c!assrooms, went W|thout a playground and dealt the nmse : :
of: constructlon fora year. Many of the students currentiy at Abingdon (2nd through Sth graders) were affected by the ongoing :
constructlon dunng the 2016 2017 school year and even had fo. be Eocked down (and subsequently mrss a school day) ctue to a L
hazardous matenals concern 1n the buddlng My daughter was a student at Abmgdon for 5 years, 1 personally served on the PTA durrng
: that time and waS on the Bi.PC (as a South Fa:dlngton restdentl) * Thls constructeon dssrupted therr educatlon and It would be unfalr tcr
submit these students to fu:ther dlsruptton : - : : i

When it comes to proximrty, i t’ﬂclenoy, da‘s'ruo_tion/sta_bi_tity, and_ contiguity the_re remo gains and si_gnlﬁcant ksses for_'Sou_t_h fairiingt_on RH
famtilesrfmovedtobrew._" L e e T T e RS E
One flnal pointI cannot s‘tate with enough urgencv, Fa;rhngtcm Es one communlty Our famllles work together to face our common I
chal[enges, aur chlldren share parks and poots, we have a’ 5K, a fafmers market summer swém teams, and parades to, mark our i :
hohdays Many of us moved to. Farriington because we wanted our famii|es to be communally engaged and there are few nerghborhoods :
in Arllngton that take the responsmillty of communrty engagement as senously as Faarhngton The Farrllngton erc Assocratron is very ' :
active and engaged and with two, votlng stations wrth over 1500 voters on each side, we nearly double every other crwc associatron m :
the county Ah]ngdon s cornmunity of North and South Falrilngton should be an example of whal APS strives for when creatmg school
zones Building-a commumty around a school Is a difficult task— I hope that APS will realize that when an Invested community exists at EH
is cntrcal that it be presetved North and South Fairhngton children should be able to attend their COMMUNITY eEementary school. |




SviSincerely,

e Em.lly janka o

’ 10/12/18

Keep South
Fairlinton at
Abingdon

: perlod of- ttme, would b equl " the majorlty of South Falrlington S large stud nt

Good afternoon, I am wnting In regards to the recent school board drscusszon about the etementary school boundanes wrthm the
Falrisngton nelghborhood I want to strongty oppOSe the suggestron that South Fa;rlington wou!d be armexed by Drew Elementary

C Transportlng udents from South Farriington to Drew would signiﬂcantly Iengthen the amount or t|me that kidS spend on the bus : :
every. day Many parents who_ seldom or. never dnve therr chlldren to Abzngdon would IikeEy choose to drwe thelr chutdren to Drew, S
sncreasmg congestron in an-area already burdened wrth trafr c problems : : i o

2 .Efﬂ_ciert__cv

a "Movi'ng the mn South F: llngton popu[atlon to Drew W||i mcrease the transportatlon costs _Addmonal buses, needed for a Ionger

;) ton over multiple nor

Falrllrsgten from Drew




- While i would be, theoreticaily possible to make a corridur to give the irnpressiun of centlgdity by including portions of Shirlington,

: FineEly one poznt I cannut state W|th enuugh urgency, Fa|rllngt0n is one cornmumtyl Out famllles work together to face our cammon . =
: challenges, our. chrldren share parks and puols, we have a5k, A farmers market summer Swim teams, and parades to mark nur _' .
: hol|days Many ol‘ us moved to Fadr |ngton because we wanted our fam|l|es tobe communaily engaged and there are few nerghberhoods_
ln Arllngton that take the responsrbrllty of communlty engagement as senously as Falrllngton The Falrlrngton Civic Assocratlon Is very .:

actwe and engaged and wrth two votlng statrons wrth over 15[}[) voters an each slde we nearly double every, otber CIVIC assouatmn |n '
the ccunty Abmgden s cornmumty of North and South Fa;rlmgton should be an exarnple of what APS strives for when creatrng schoo!

‘zones. Buddrng a commumty arowzd a scher lS a dlff ull: sk hupe that APS wr%l realsze that when an tnvested comrnumty eXIsl:s lt :
is cntscal that lt be preserved DI L : : R :

such a comdor wuuld be_artmcral compared td the eatural pro>(|mlty ef communmes that are actually contlguous wnth the communrty
around Drew ' ' : S BRI

d The S_nuth Fairlington planning unit Is actually adjacent to Abingdon. -

4, l)_isr:unti_o'nf_s'f_ab."it“.’ .

a, The Fairllngton commumty, ancludrng the famllies of Sout arrlington, was a pnmary advocate fnr Ahlngdons much-needed sche ;
renovatron Dunng the renovatlun Ab]ngdan stuclents Iearned in relocatable classrcroms, went wrthout a playground and dealt the norse
of constructlen for a year Many of the students currently at Abrngdon (2nd through Sth graders) were affected by the ongoing :
constructlon dunng the 2(}16 2017 sceool year : nd even had to be !ocked down (and subsequentl" mls:; a school day) due to a
hazardaus matenals oncem in the bdlki g SR

b, Thls 'consttuctton_ _d:’sru'p_te' helr eduication and it would be unfalr to submit these students to further disruption

na gains and significant losses for South Fairlington

101318

Resb_edfuiiv, ey Mahtqvlstfc'ab'ezas :

11 am writing to express my concern that 'pars of Historil:' Fairlington were mentioned as an option for bu55an further't-han th_ei.zr R

Greetlngs o




10/12/18

Keep Sout
Fairlington at
Abingdon

neighborhood school while watching this week’s Boundary Work Session,

Wh_en Io_oki_ng _a_t_a map, it makes Iittle sense to rip childre_n fr_om a htkeahle/wa!kable neighborho_o_d for_an alterna_te scheol further a\.vay, :

A school change for the southern po:tlon of i-iistoric Fairhngton would requrre my chrld (who can hike to Ablngdon) to Ilteral[y nde a bus :
past the Ablngdon bus lane on her way to an alternate 5choo! ESAORIIEDR RS S it :

We hav_e _vvaited'_a'_tong'time for__APS to ine 'u_s a school we :are _p_roud of, Elease d_onft teke'_it_a_tva_y.' .

I hope you wai! vrstt Fairllngton and Abirsgdon In person to see how rrdrcuious any change to Hrstonc Fal_ ngton woaid be We a§§ know
thls woud never happen in 22207 : : v "

J_qhn Be_tt hb’ingdon' ;as;_fen; Fairlington _Resldent

| pr a! does not make sense based on communlty stabrt:ty, iocatlon and transportatlon needs 'It C

| that havmg a school at the center of thrs commurety isi pOI‘taﬂt for our stablhty and weil—belng

lam concerned about the proposed redrawrng of Drew Elementary School boandarzes to include South FalrEtagton students Thls

es not take Into account the needs

Over the last four years 1 have been mvoEved w1th Ablngdon Elementarv, both En the renovatlonjaddlt:on process asa parent anda

_ BLPC member, and as Treasurer of th Abmgdon PTA The amount of cornmunlty lnvo]vement and concern from South Fa:fllngton

resldents that I have expenenced and Witnessed was wonderfui. The investment that South Farrirngton res;dents have made in therr
school ls ot just a result of Iocatlon but of genutne apptecla ion and respect for the, stndes ttzat the school has made to educate and
: care, for thelr chlldren : ' :

North and South Farrlmgton are one commun;ty We work toge er to face our common € alleages. our chi _ren share parks and pools, :
we have a 5K a farmers market sumrner swlm teams, and parades to mark our holidays Many of us, rnoved fo Fa;:hngton because we,

wanted Ok famllles to be communally engaged and there are few nelghborhoods In Ar]rngton that take the responsubrllty of comrnun;ty ::

engagement as sereous!y as Falrllngton We chos he close kmt tres that are formed from hvrng tn a shared envlronment. We belreve o

) Asrde from the emotlonai tosi that dlvlding a communlty in; thls way erE have on Its readeats i, doesn’t make sense on a Iog;st;ca! tevel .

nght now many of South Falriington s chlldren are walklng or bnkmg to Abrngdon ona pedestnan frlendly street with S|dewa§k5 where :
crosscng guards are. not required to, malntam safe walkrng condmuns What now Is a retatwely short walkto schoct would hecome a Ll
longer bus commute right past Abzngdon, as Drew Elementarv Is toe far for waikmg If these chl[dren were ko be moved to Drew there




would be _a su_bsta_ntial inc_rease in the buse_d population which wo_uld also add to transportation costs. -

Abrngdon is a natural and Eogrcat locatron for a nerghborhood schooi which could never be reptacated by trwng to create an amroal
continurty between South Fa:rlrngton and Nauck : L :

The mcrease |n transporta n costs for the county, the increased commute tzme for our chrldren and the separation they erI experrence_
by the move, makes thrs an unacce ble solutron am askrng that the above mentioned pomts be taken mto consideratron before any :

Sincerely,

_' school board drscussmn about elementary schoo] boundaries w:thso the Farrllngton nelghborhood Based on the drscussrons dunng the

Traci Gravele Fairlington Resident

t_tac_ﬁed ( d p_aste b w)_ts'a:Ietter_f_rorn' _the .F_aé_rilz' gton Arbor Board of '_D_ire_ctors on the'pr_oposed _bo:undary revi_sions_.. =

Thank you for your attention to our.concern

Chris:'l_-lornba_ck :

'Fairl.in'gton' Arbor Bo_a'__ ?r_e_sident- :

8 On behalf of the Board of Dlrectors for the Fasfllngton Arbor C !'ICI| of Co Oweers 1 would i|ke to express concern regarding the recent 3

10ctober 10 work Sesslon, we understand that the Arlington Couzzty School Board is con5|dermg an optzon that would dlwde our
commumty and take Sooth Falrllngton chlldren away frorn ther nerghborhood schooi )

; As I’m sure you are aware, the Fairhngton Commun:ty together, both North and South ~ka Nationat Regtster & Vlrgrnla Landmark
Histonc District. For decades our communrty has thrsved as a slngle, cohesive unit shanng an outstandrng school and countless o

: communlty w:de events Ablngdon Elementary serves as the foundatlon for thls sense of communlty, servrng as a hub for charaty evens .
; and most recent[v servlng s a source of prlde for aI[ resu!ents in Fairhngton parent or not wherr the recent renovatron work was

; The Farrlmgton Arbor Board opposes any boundary plan that would sever this umportant oonnecteon for our. hlstoru: comml.mlty We i
would like to reinforce the reasons ralsed by ethers, outlined below, asto why such a decision is rEE adwsed DYTEN




1, Proximity: -, - e

Thls wou!d dlmlmsh the expenence for those chnldren who currentlv chnose not to nde the bus, put a greater strasn on APS ; ’
Elkely requlre that APS expand bus serwce to the nelghborhond B : : u

traz:spo:tation, and w

. Transportmg students from South Falrllngton to Drew woufd slgnlﬁcantiy Iengthen the amnunt of tlme that k|d5 spend on the hus
every day Many parens who seldom or never dnve thelr cmldren to Ablngdon would Iikely choose to dnve thew chlldren to Drew,
increaslng congestmn in, an area already burdened W|th trafﬁc problems ': : : ) : :

2. Efficiency

Moving | ttte South Fairlmgton'poputaﬁcn to Drew w1t! :ncrease the transportatton costs Addltzonal buses, needed for a Ionger perlod of k
t|me, would be required to move th ma]unty af. South Falrllngtons Iarge student populatmn over multlple non waikabie bo dary :

:3..-'C0_ntlg&i.h)ff. o

South Falrllngton has ho ma;or parks or; hlghways separatlng |t t’mm Ablngdon The "boundary" of 395 is a pedestrsan fnendly street _
; with sidewaiks ‘and does not requwe crosslng guards to malntam safe walkzng conditlons. i 0 b

There are seve:al maJor barners, |nclud|ng maitiple major ro ds and pa : 'that afféc ivel séparata thé_ c.o_rnrnunity'in _south_ - o

F riington from Drew

g Wh|le it wouid be theoretlca!ly possxble to make a corrldor to gwe the Il’l‘tpl’ESSI{Jﬂ of contzguity hy Inciadmg portlons of Shrrllngton, w
: such a comdor wou|d be amflclat compared to the atural prox|m|ty of communltles that are actual[y contlguous wnth the communlty
around Drew. s : Yy :

actually adjacent to. nbtngdon. _

-T_né South _Faiflin_gton planning unit




4._D|srup_tlon[_5tabili_ty i B

= _ “iThe entlre Falrisngton communrty was the primary advocate for Abmgdons much needed school renovation, E}urlng the renovatlon, '

: Abmgdon students tearned in refocatable clasmnms, went wrthout a playground and deait with the nmse of cunstruction fnr ayear, i
; Many of the students currently at Abmgdon (2nd through 5th graders) were affected by the engoing construction during the 2016- 2017
: school year, Thi co' structlon disrupted thear educahun and it wou|d be uafarr to subject these students to further drsruptmn BN §

. When It come.'; to proxlmsty, eff' clency, dIs:uptlon/stablllty, and contigmty there ae no gams and srgnh‘“ cant Eosses for South Fazrllngton

: South Falrlrngtun shouid be :
: d|ffcu!t task'We hope tha APS wrll realize that wh N an Envested communrty exrsts lt Is crzttca! that it be presewed

famlites rf nmoved to Dre

xample of what APS strwes fur when = atmg school zunes Bulldlng a commun;ty around a schoo! rs

S_invie_rﬁe_lv, '

| On Behalf of the Board of Directors for the Fairfington Arbor. Council of Co-Owners
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writing with urgent'c'oncern re'gardi_ng'the'.s_chdpf B_o_ard me_ntiuning th_é :Sout_h Fairtington {36130) planning zone., o

it mét_ce's'mé to _t'hinl_( th__at Fair'rin_gtg'n -Comr_nuhtty_'wqu_ld he _s_.ﬁced_ n hal_f. '

A _afFalr tngton_ re_sident,'-l can'no't_ exnre'ss how ups

As you may be aware, Fairllngton is home to many mlhtary and crvrl servant famlhes. Whlle my husband Wwas overseas serwng in Iraq, -

: and take care of my chlldren To draw a ||ne belween us wauld be devastatlng o the very commumty we found at Ablngdon : B :.




Please keep Falrlmgton together We Eove aur commumty We have walted so Iong for a neighborhood school to be proud of Falrllngton
is united around mﬂitarv fam i]es and Ablngdon : R : L |

Sincerely, Sar_ah Har_n

e tello, "

: I'm wntlng you o express my famrty‘s concern and opp05|t|on to the recent schooi board ri:scusslon of changlng the boundanes withan' ¥
the Falrtsngtcm nelghborhood ]ts diffi cutt to understand why the schoo! boarti woutd separate South Farr]lngton students‘ from their:::

Abrngdan truly isa nerghborheod schoo We have two daughters that currentty attend Abmgdon We chose to send our. chs!dren here
because we wanted to be pa of this nelghborhood schoe] commum waated otir children to walk to schoot whlch we do dal]y, to EE
ot have 2 tong bus nde, and to attend schooi 1th North and South Fa ngton frlends that they see at the parks, pools, and Farmer’s BN
: rnarket I frequentty vo[unteer at Abmgdon and panticrpate in the| PTA Attendlng events and volunteenng is convenzent because T can R
i walk to the schooi Many famailes walk to school and school events Our commuruty isa great examp!e of m|n|mizlng cars something

) _ and IIS prcrmotlon of bemg car free : : : :

I’m Jomlng the vo]ces of fellnw Soeth Fazrhngton parents Farrimgton nelghbors, and Abmgdon famz!les to say th:s rs not the nght B :
decis]on for South: Falrllngton Outhned betow are the reasons our comrnunsty Is advocatlng for South Falrilngton students to remaln at 1
Abmdgon Elementary schoo] The plan to drvlde the Falrllngton communlty is lII-advrsed ' B NSRRI : : :

1 Prexitnity:_ .

a, Aithough South Fairllngton falls outmde the' “walk zone" It remalns w:thin at mlle radlus of Ahlngtion Due to the walkable streets
sign cant number of students walk or bike to schoot from South Falrisngton every day sl :

b. AII students zn South Fa ngton_would need to be bused to Drew because the walk woutd be netther prachcal hor- safe for chlldren
This wou!d put a greater strain on APS transportation and wuuld I|kely reqmre that APS expand bus servn:e to the r:elghborhood

ic Transportmg students from South Fairhngton to Drew would srgnlr cantly Iengthen the amount nf t|me that ktds spend oa the bus
avery day Many parents who se[dom or never dnve thelr children ko Abi ngdon wou%d tlkety choose to drive their chz!dren to Drew
___area a[ready burdened with traffic prohlems : s i : I

increasing cangestion In




1d. The South Fair_llngto_n.plas{ting unit s actually adjacent ta Abingdon

1acThe Falrlmgton communlty, lnchdlng the Famsiles Gf South Fairllngton,

_South Fa|rhngton currently has no ma_lu parks or highways separating them from Ab]ngdon The "boundary" of 395 Is a pedestdan- gE
frlenéty street with sidewalks and does not require _crosssng guards to ma ntam safe walktng conditlons TR

-The_r_e are s_eve_r_el_ major rlers:, __insluding -r_nul_tip_le rn_a"jnrte_ads and ue;ks, tnat effet:tively sepafatéthe_ community in South -

; Wh||e | would be l:heoretlcally possmle_to make a comdor to give the impfess:on of contlgmty by 1nclud|ng pnmons of Shlrllngton, _
corndor wou!d i)e artiflclal compare to' he natural p Xtmlty of cornmumtzes that are actually contiguous wnth the communlty

was a pnmary advocate for Abs gdon’s much—needed sch.ool g
renuvatzon Durlrzg the renovatmn Abmgdon students Iearned in reEocatahle classrooms, went wnthnut a panground and dealt the noise

fconstructmn for a year. Many of the students urrently at Ablngdnn (2nd thrnugh Sth graders) were al‘fected by the ongoing SR
onstructlon dunng the 2016-2017 school year and even had to be 1ocked down (and subsequently miss a schcoi day) due to a
azardous materials concem in the bu|tdsng. R S
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: hatidays, Many of us moved to Falrtmgton because we wanted our famrlres to be communally engaged and there are few ne:ghborhoods_ :

in Arlington that take the responsrbrlrty of. communrty engagement as serlougly as Falriington. The Fairfington Civic Assocratron is very
active and engaged and with two votlng statlons with over 1500 voters on each side, we nearly double every other cvic assocratron ]n I
the county, Ablngdons communrty of North and South Fairlington should tre an exarrrple of what APS stnves for when creating school
20185 Burldmg a commumty around a school ls a diffs cult task-— 1 hope that APS erI reellze that when an lnvested communlty exrsts, rt : ;

rs cntrcal that tbe p esewed. :

Tha_nlt'trou.for.\rour att_entio_n.

Jutie Nichols

Elementary School

‘ stay here to rarse our chrldren prrmarlly because of, th_ co

‘|to and are enrrched by | our expenences at Ablngdon Abrndgon has been supported tremendously by the PTA, whose executrve leaders

Lam opposecﬁ to separatrng the chrldren of Farrlrngton lnto dtfferent elementary schoois and also dlsappornted that this suggestron was -
made !ate in the game wrthout any advance warnlng."Thls optron was never in play wrth the pub!sc untd late on October 10 _

My reasons for appasing thrs proposal are detarled be!ow, they include both an assessment of the hoard s polrcy consrderatrons 5hared
during the d:scussron of evaluatrng the “gettrng started" boundary proposat as well asa number of reasons related to the strong b
comrnumty that is the Fairllngton nelghborhood and should remarn L B

I‘E! start wrth communrty, because that ls why we Ive in Farrlmgton 1 have lived In Farrllngton for more than 15 years, both asa smg!e

person and as a marrred person, and on the north and south sldes of the nelghborhood ‘We currently live ins, Farrlrngton. We chose to
' | _tmaty Its _f _'We know many farnllles anct kids that our chrlcEren have played_
with'in playgroups, on the playground at the Farrlrngton Communrty Center and at our, cornmunrty pools And those conrrectroas extend ;

resrde In South Farrlrngton Ablndgon ls supported by the Farrlrngton Citizéns Assocratron (FCA), whrch works to “preserve and protect

. ithe quality of lIFe: in Fairlrngton" and worked side by slde with the PTAand households of Farrlington to support the upgrades to the




5chool. The FCA continues to bea big suppo_rter.of our c_or_nmunity school, -

My oldest daughter attended Ai}indgon while the discussions of upgradrng the schoof facrllttes and how to upgrade them were being _
held. This was a long process that I ;:artrclpated In by attendmg several meetings hosted by ttze school board and the BLPC, The process

requrred commitment and tenacrty by man' in the Fa|rl|

ton coa’nrnunlty to ensure that our school recelved what was needed to bnng rt
up, to par wrth other Arllngton schoots : : : RN KR : L

My daughter spent fourth grade in a traller, second grade in a crowded open—arr classroom and ﬂrst grade Ina classroom wrth vrsrbEe )
mold Issues. Through itall she was proud to be at Ablngdon for many reasons but among the most indel |b|e one was her wrtness of the
commrtment of her nerghborhood ;Norkh and South Farr]rngton 1o support her school and her classmates In fi fth grade she was able
to enjoy a beautrful renovatecl scho ! burldrng wrth art that she and her classmates worked on adomzhg parts of the cafeteria and with i
new. f fth grade classrooms She has talked fondly about Absngdon for years to her voungezr 5|ster who now attends klndergartea and :

patlently for her turn o nde the bes an go! to the "new school L : : :

Her younger ster came wrth me to her older 5 ter's klndergarten f|eld trlp, to storv readrngs in her classes and the Ablngdon faII I :
festwal where the PTA encourages not only students and: their slb]lngs to attend but also ne_rg_h_bomood chrldreh our whole famrly and E
the whole Farrlrngton neighborhood has partrcrpate d.in the F: 'riington 5k; whrch is ko raise funds for a- Farrlrngton student with a rare . '
and (thus far) :ncurable disease as well as the sctzool PE; program, the Farr!;ngton Fourth of July parade attended by classmates and :.'
: teachers alrke, and the schoo[‘s Halloween parade where parents from ail over Falrt:ngton watch the costumed chlldren, therr teachers 5
and the Wakeﬂe]d marchrng band Farrhngton B truiy a commumty and Abindgon is a rrch wbrant and diverse communrty schooE
Therefore the board shoul 'not dl\nde this comrnunlty along artrfrcral lines. where true connectrve tissue already exrsts .

Reg;ard_ir:ig"t_he::Boar_d_’s_poiicy oonside_ratione, cl_lv!d_lng _th_e F_a‘rrli_ng'ton com_muni_tyls rnisgu'ided fora numbe:r of_r_easons_. B

; Nel_the_r Pr_oxl_rnate _

1. Although South Farrhngto falls outsrde the “walk zone," it remarns wlthrn a 1 rn;!e radlus of Ablngdon Due to the watkable streets
wlth cont|guous 5|dewa|k5, slng cant number of. students walk or b|ke to school from Soeth Fa;rlrngton every day AEthough my
ounger daeghter rides a- J 5 to schooE we Irve Iess than 0. 9 m||es from Ablngdon and have walked there ln Iess than 20 mrnutes . :

Ati students In So ith Fa|r1|ngton ould need to be bused to E)rew because the waik would be nelther practtcal nor safe for chrtdrea, .
: Thls would put a greater stratn on APS transportatron and would Iikely reqozre that APS expand bus sewice to the nerghborhood Drew 5
Elementary schoo! Is _8 rnlles away and not connected to Fairlmgton by walkable streets L : S




a2 There are several ma]or barr:ers, mclud;ng m Etlple major mads and parks that effectlvely separ

years uf hard work by meny com tte .' ] __rom ALL of Falrizagton, We are an invested community and to tear it apart as

proposed would be llke pulhng apart membe:s of a body llmb from timb. To separate south Farrllngton s chrldren from Abmgc!on and o.
split up a communlty school that hasa physica ul]dlng wi hin the hrstorrc boundane of the nelghhorhood ltself Is at best ill- advlsed
fand at worse, unconscionable : ' : : B T R S

Sincereltf}. e

: IErica Brown -

3. Transporting students from South Fairlington to Drew would signifi cantly lengthen the amount of time that kids spend on the bus
every day and increase APS transportatmn costs Many parens who seldum or never drive their children to Abingdon would lakely
choose to drlve thelr chlldren to Drew, mcreasmg congestlon in an area aiready burdened W|th trefrc problems :

Noh-co_nt_iguous B

1 South Fa;rlmgton currently has na major parks or hrghways separatmg them frorn Ablngdon. The "buundery" of 395 is a pedestrian-
friendly street wzth wide sidewalks (even W|der over the bndge that goes over 395) and a brke lane and does not requrre crosssng L
guards to malntasn safe walkmg conditions .

e the corhmu_hiti_} in South .

Fa|rl|ngton from Drew

3. Whlle it would be theoretlcally possmle to make a corrldor to give the |mpressron of contrgurty by mcludmg portrons of Shlrlzngton,
such a comdor would g aml‘“cral compared to the natural proxirruty of communrtres that are actually contigeous wrth the communrty 0

Keep Sotith

‘Fairlingtonat . Dear Sir o'_r'Mad_arn,_ Rt

e!ementary schog buundaries Wlthln the Fardlngton neighborhood Reportedly, it was suggestect that Falrlmgton could be divided wath
-~ #15auth Fa|ri|ngton being annexed to another. school Whl

Asa parent of a stedent attendirsg Ablngdnn Elementary, I am wntmg in regards lo the recent schooE board dlscussion aboet the

lght outside Fasrlmgton, I am toncerned that this proposal m|ght '




impact the unique community nature of Abingdon {one of its many strengths) at the potential cost to taxpayers. Specifically: - fike many

of the strong i:ommunity assets of Faidington, by serving the entire elementary school popuiation of Fairiington, Abingdon bUiEds and
reinforces the supportive, engaged neighborhood environment essential to the strong development of its children, and = l}using students :
from South Faiir]ington to another school might require expanded bus serwce not preiiiously needed thereby possd}ly increasmg
transpoztation costs " : : '

T_harik irou_ve_rii_rnuch for i:'orisid_en'r_ig_these_eoncerné._ SO

10/12/18

PLi 48121 Should
Remain at
Oakridge

“Isincerely, Sarah Walter. .- SRR

. nomber of the schools under redistricting south of HWY 50 are proiected to be ator. exceed 106% capactty inin 2021 What happens i

the CiystallPentagon City area’ i

Oakridge Elementary -

Y_o_o_r Comment or Queé_tion ;.

The.rewsed Hoffman'Boston boundaries don t aiign With the proximity or stabiiity goals Wiay o esnt Hoffman Boston draw from more
of. the. Columbia Pike area Vs trekking kids who r.urrentiy walk and bike to Oakridge (p]aneiog unit 48121)? Under the current pian a

2022? 1 was toid there are no new school additions pianned in south Arlington in the drai‘t APS strategic plan How does Ariington plan
to, adapt to the increased reszden fal ¢ enSity in the Crystai G ty/Pentagon city area and the Colurnbia Pike corridor? There are numerous
construction proiects underway 3 _rowth is "smart" when It creates attractive communities with a range of housing and transportation
options near jobs, shops, servrces and schoois (from ariingonva us) Adsngton is 1ust as attractive to families w1th kids i.tnder 18 asit Is
to families Without kids, When wili Ariington retum 1o smart growth and give schools the same priority it gwes green space'? Has. _
Ariington conSidered partnering wlth developers to build an urban schooi in a new or existing structure adiacent o one of its parks in.

Your._Name i e

10/13/18:

AP_S__ Board Me_r_n_beis and_-iiiouri_dary iiilannlng_._(_iona_rn_ittee, :

I am wriong with regard to tne recent scl'iool board dlscussion that wou[d potentially diwde eieroentary schooi students iiving in the '

Anna Hudson =

dsfferent schoois and offer the foilowmg support for my opposition:

Fairilngton community into different Sr.hools } am strongly opposed to separating the ché Edren of the Faiiiington community into L




My W|fe, Cathenne, and I moved o Farrllngton when we got married. ln 2005, We orlglnally planned to Iwe in Fa|rl|ngton for 2~3 years '_ :

but quickl fell In fove with the. nelghborhood and have now been residenls of South Fairlington for 13 years. We currently have four - I
ichildren _ and afl of them, dunng thelr elementary school years, have attended Ablngdon Elementary, My opp05|tlon_ :
: _dvised_-oroposal. R

in Proxrmrty Abrngdon E!ementary is focated 0.5 m||es from our horne and is easily acce55|ble as the street we take to the school isa
wide local road that contams srdewaiks bike Ianes and 3 25 mph speed ||m|t The road i not subject to any. thru traﬁ“c, there are no
. stopllghts and we oniy encou

: lk __o school every day I

] approved all students in South’ Fairlmgton would need to be bused to| Drew because optrons to waik or brke are not practrcal or safe for f
: children Lastly, trafﬂc in many soots on the route between South Fa:__ ngton and Drew is already a slgnlﬂcant probtem that woutd only :
|be made worse by th|s proposal, '

: Shirllngton, such a corn
: r:omrnumty around Drew My wrfe and I were absolutety shocked when e learned of this proposa! as the contlgurty that North and
: Soam Fa|rlrngton en]oys appears to be ldeal from 3

& contnved S

e Farrlmgton rs One Communsty Ourfamllres share parks pools, an annual 51( un, @ Earmers market summer swim teams, and S
i parades to mark oer holi days The geographrcal alrgnment that Abrngdoa Eiernentary h 5 wrth all of Fazrlrngton contrlbutes signifi cantly
to enhancrng our, communrty Any elementary school experlence Wi il foster the opportunlty for children and pa;ents to get to keow each :
other and work together but the key Impact to o' r commumty Is that these associatlons are formed with the people that five next door '
ito each other Therefure our chs!dren ptay together constantly, we are able to easlly carpool wrth other famllles to sportrng events and

: fam|[|es to be commueally engaged and there are few ne;ghborhoods in Arlington that take the respon5|b|llty of commumty engagement 3
a8 sersoesty as Falrlmgton As I am sure you are aware, the Falrilngton erc Assoclatton has two votlng statrons wsth over 1, 500 yoters
ilis each assomatron o ! s : Sk

o this proposal has nothmg to do wrth a resrstance to change but is based on a numbe of key factors that are assoaated W|th this ill

i r'two stop srgns on our route to the school As a resuit, we frequentiy waEk or. brke W|th our klds toning
school Al of oa: Sc;eth Falrllngton nerghbors live in ctose promm:ty to Abingdon Etementary anda sigmﬂcant numeer of them walk or gL

'tron, the proxlmity and walk- ah|l|ty to Abnngdon Elementary coupEed wrth the posrtwe |mpact that a ]o
mghborhood school has on our community has ﬂgmficantiy lnﬂuenced our demsmn to ralse our, ch|ldren |n th|s area, If thrs proposal is

i be theoreteca y | p055|ble to make a corndor to gwe the |mpre$|on of contlgurty by includrng port ons f o
r wourd be artrﬂcral compared to the natural proxrmlty of: commun:tres ‘that are actua]ly contlguous wrth the i

ool zonmg perspechve whlle the proposal belng constdered is cleariy forced and T

our. parents see each other every day in: our com:nunlty Many of us,’ including my famliy, irve En Falrllngton because we. want our




. 10/14/18 ) Keep Sotlth
Fairlington at
Abingdon

.Regatds;_ Scott lLadd" REEERRES

The Ablngdon Elementary cornmumty of North and South Falrllngton stands as an excellent example of how school Z0Nes can enhance a
nelghborhood and help brrng a communlty together Tam deeply concerned as the approval of thrs proposal will have a iastlng eroslve
Impact on the entire Famlngton commumty : : it :

. He_iio_"_Mr 'Murblin_:j i

: nelghborhood Puttlng South Fairllngton at Drew would only rnake it tougher for us to get to school I m not sore the bus route, but lt

: cou!d just walk there I know of at least 50 kicls that walk/brke from South Falriaegton to, Abmgdon now ¥ our chlldren had to go to
: Dre\llrr they woutd never be afforded the. expenence of brkmg wrth their frlends to school The route frdm South Fa:rhngton {o Ablngdon
s extrernely hike fnendly with contlguous 5|dewa§ks throughout ag weii as a b|ke lane i wou!d feei 100% comfortable wrth my kids
rrdlng there alone Th route to Drew is certarnly not i:lke fnendly whlte accompanled by-an’ du

The Farrlrngton ommunlty, which does not dsstrngursh north from south
‘and parks, our nelghborhood is extreme _' unique with l'row tlght kn:t it ls, _We have chosen thls commumty because of what itis. We all ]

Eam wrltlng in response to the most recent proposal that So _th Fa. . mgton W|Ei be an exed to Drew Eiernentary in 2019 I encourage

You, to strongly recoas;der takrng us oot or Abingdon, where we. can currenriy walk and rrde brke to from anywhere In the Faollngton :

looks llke they fay drive nght by Ablngdon to get to ‘Drew, That seems I|ke a Iot of troubse and money spent on transportatron when we

chi Iess unaccornpamed chrldren

as a whole is extrernely ctose From 5Ks to parades, pools,

kriow one another and are able to help each oth tWrth prck up _nd drop off when needed Breakrng us. up wou!d severeEy limit that
ability | to help one another intimes of. Our children Iove the fact that most of thelr fnends from school five In the. same
nelghborhood 50 they can bulld their frien dshlps both lnsrde and : utsicle of school e

Haye you guys conssdered makrng aIl of Falrllngton a:walk only zone aod leavmg us at Abmgdon’ That wou!d be a much better optron
and save the colnty money on transportatlon. It wouid also aIlevrate more traffic in an already hrgh trafﬁc area and ehm:nate an, ;
unnecessary lengthy commute to school 1 wou!d prefer my ch:ldren to be able to play outsrde vorsus 5 end extra tlme commutmg to :
and from schoo! : T RS o

Th'a:nk.‘id_lr _fo_r:y__auy ﬁtn_e and Ico_nei_de_"' S

Dear Superintendent Murphy, .-

Daniefle Adams .-




: I am wntmg to you in regards to the current proposal being considered to dlwde the h|stonc communrty of Falrllngton lnto two separate :

nelghborhood cohesuve W|th|n the Abrngdon school boundanes
: oommunlty farmers market on Sundays, and parhcrpate in festwat and parades throughout the year together I moved to Fa]rhngton N :
: It is stated that “onty about 35 percent of students
: schools thet encourage stuctents to safely walklhlke Safe Routes to Schools are Important please let us keep ours Log|5t|cally, movrng i

: the southem portlon of the Fairllngtoo community to Drew would create unsare and rmprachcal walking or blking cond]trons for. famrhes

: hrghways, and unsafe srdewaiks that wou!d negatwely effect the commute from south Falrllngton 0 Drew school

famllles wall not “recreate" the Abingdon/Fair]ington partlcrpatlon at Drew as ttse proxrrruty poltlon of tne puzzle wﬂl be mrssrng I hope
] that APS wail reallze that when an. ;nvested comrnunrty ex|st5, itis crrtzcai that |t be i reserved i : :

; Thank you, Kristine Zi}ranek

elementary schogls., T am opposed to separatmg the children of Farmngton mto dsfferent elementary gchool and am for keeping our :

Farrhngton is one community Our chrldren have shafed piaydates smce buth play on shared parks and pools, meet up at our |

because of this communltys cohesweness A srmple br;dge does not dsctate two communltles

the Linlted States live w __|n two mlles of their schoot ¥

https //www saferoutespartnersmp org/statejbestprachces) As deosmn makers 1 hope you see the the benef ts of communlty centered :

Currentiy, the cornmute to Ablngdon:from the soethern porhon of Falrimgton has o major parks hlghways or dange;ous Intersectlons N
which aliows, Iarge student popul o on to safely wafkjb:ke to schooi There are severa! ma;or bamers, mc]udlng dlstance, |ntersect|ons,_ :

ny p_ropoe_al that wcutc_[_'s_e_ekto divide our 'untted commu ty

10/16/18

Support South
Fairtington Added
to Drew

On_Tue,_bc__t 16, _2018_ at__l. ‘19_AM.E_Iizab_etn%elizandnratt@gmait.com> 'wro_te_ﬁ i

Subject Re We support addmg Souﬂr Falrlsngton to the Drew school boundary p

We sent th Fo_ll_oWing _ém_ati a few_ mlnutes:ago an_d rea!ized that our 's_igjna_tlir_e vra__s _ln'adver'tenttp ornltted

Our'names are Elizabeth Fabrizio and_M_attheu." Jacob[_:. A

1> We are writing to express our support for expanding the Brew > Elementaty School boundary to include the South Fairlington -




E'plannlng > unlt > Drew has been a biack rnajorlty school since the days of segregal:lon in > Arhngton Racrol lneqti;ty contlnues to be
a ssgmf cant problem in > Atllngton schoois, despite various efforts to reverse the effect of > structural racism in .our county, We believe
that 1ntegratmg the South > Fairiington piarsn:ng unit with Its approximately 150 students and > thelr families wil begin to address '
\some of this inequity. > > We are the parents of & an APS elementarv student and Iive wrthln this > South Fairlington planning uni, Our..
child attends an optron school > but If she did not we would be happy for her to attend Drew The new > prrnupal anci the schoo!’ '
emphasis ona prolect based SFEAM
: excettent education 2 W;th the departure of the Monteecon program, the exsstang Drew > community needs to grow. We believe that
: sendlng the students in the > south Fairiington pianning unrt - who are atready part ofa strong > commumty - wrll help both
communities The neighborhoods are > adJacent with onlv Shrrtmgto:n between them Even though the 395 > tnterchange lles between |
one Fa:rlrngton border and Drew,'
and the Fairlington nelghborhood 58 Shsfllngton a5, 5 one gathenng point of their. commumties > > Movmg Solth Farrlington o Drew
wou!d also have the beneft of > ducing Drews FARM rate, since fewer than 10 Fak rlington familles > qualify for that asse;tance ThlS
would increase -th 'economic > dwersrty of the Drew cornmumty and could also eaable the FT. A to b prov:de more a55|stance to the -
school cornmunlty > B As parents of a ch:td who does not attend Abingdon, we can attest to > the fact that attendlng a different -
_ school does not mean that we are > cut off from the greater Fairlmgton communsty We have manv ftlends >in, our Fa:rllngton
: neighborhood and. feet very_much a part of the > commumty We part:crpate in the Fourth of 3uly parade, shop at the > Farmers .
Markat, wsrt the o!avgro n to.check onthe new construction, > and ]ove 2l the Halloween festrvities More :mportantly, we feel part >
‘iof the broader Arimgton community ough frsends we have made at > our school, ttsrough programs and ciasses offered throug ]
Arlington > County, and through sharlng common values of inchswity and equity > w;th our fellow Arlington cntizens With the entire )
South Fairlington > movmg to Drew Fairiington could adopt Drew much as the neighborhood % done wrth Abrngdon > > Wht!e we i
understand that school changes are verv difficult, we betieve > that this proposed change——m_ ( fying Drew s boundarses to :nclude the__-'
i unit—-serves a greater good addressmg > historrcal rnequ;ties : :

currlcuEum demonstrate that the school is movmg forward to provide > its. studenls weth an

the school >ls onlv a few mlnutes away by car or bus Both the neighborhood > surround:ng Drew i

Art‘ gton > 5 Thank you > i

sfde at Ablngdon and movang the south 5|de to Drew. Dlvrding the Fatrlingto mm } ty :nt' two school zones rs detnmental for many i

Fairizngton is one commumty By dwidmg the commee ty into two different school zones, it wtti 5|gn ﬂcarrttv impact the l.lnlty of th 3
eomanunity Iong Hterm, Our families work together to face our common chattenges, our children share parks anci pools, we have a 5K, ERE

farmers market ‘summer swim teams, andt parades to mark our holidays, Many of us maved to Farrirngton because we wanted o :




e famifies to be communally engageci and there are rew nexghberhoods in Arllngton that take the responsrblhty of communlty engagement i
as serrously as Falrilngton Lo v : : : - :

Ablngdon s cemmunlty of North and South Falrlmgton shouid be an example of what APS stnves for when creahng 5chool zones :
Burldlng a communlty around a schnol s a diffi cult task—- I: hope thatAPS will reahze that when an rnvested commumty exrsb; itis :
crrtlcal that it be preserved. There are no garne- and ssgmr icant losses— if south Falrlington farmlres are moved ko Brew. -

EX Although the southern part of Faldlngton 'faiis outszde the “walk zone" rt Temains, wzthm a 1 mike radlus ur Abingdon Due to the
walkabte streets with contrguous ssdewaiks a ssgmf' cant nurnber of students ‘walk or blke to chool from thls part of Falrlmgton every

ib, AII students from the southem part of Falriangton would need to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nexther pract:ca! nor i
safe for chlldre Thls wou1d put : greater straln on APS transportatlon and would hkely reqwre that AP expand bus sennce m the L

ranspurtrng students frnm Falrhngton to  Drew would srgnrr cantty Iengthen the amount uf ttme that kids spend on the bus every day; :
: Many parents who 5eldom or never drive the;r chxldren to Abmgdcn would Irker choose to dnve thelr chl!dren to Drew, Increasmg i
i ongestlon in an area already burdened wlth traffc prob!em : :

'2{£ﬂm§ncy A

1. Movrng the populatron of the southern part of Fairlirrgton to Drew Wil :ncrease the transportahoa cosis Addrhonal buses, needed for g
ia longer persod of tlme, would be requlred to move the ma onty of Fasr]mgtons large student populatian over muItIp]e non- we!kable g
: boundary roacts IR : :

;(bnhgukyi..'f':'

Ha Homes ln the southern part of Falr!lngton current]y have rro maJur parks or hrghways separatmg them from Abmgdon The
"boundary" of 395 is a pedestr:awfrrendly street wrth srdewatle'. and does not requrre crossmg guards te maintain safe walklng
; condittans L PRI R : Lo

S b. There are several malor harriers, Including multiple major roads and parks, that effectively separate the community in Fairington




10/14/18

Kéep Sou.th

Fairlington at
Abingdon

o Emity Wik

‘ [ Whlle |t would be theoretlcaily possible to make a corndnr to glve the |mpre55|on of contlgulty by |nchd|ng portrons of thrtmgton, _' s
such a corrsdor would be arttt“cra! compared to the natural proxrm;ty of commumtles that are actually contlguous wrth the commumty
g around Drew : : : el w

d':THé_Fairi_ingron planning unit In question Is actually adjacent to Abingdon. o

‘Thank you for your cansideration, anc_i your vested interest in the children of Arlington, -

Dear Supenntendent Murphy, .

iam_ _writing to you in _re_gards_ to ) the curent proposal b

elementary _s'éhools."ifairiingto_n r:hildrén _are_i::urr_eot_lj_r; "nad' to Abinodon_whion in Witnén.:th;é:oo'rnrnunity ;

The Falrl:_'_gton resrdents are strong supporters of Abrngdon and are contmua!]y suppomng the sehy

1 whether or not they have school -
_agechaidren = A

‘Ihis deep tie W|th what we consrder 0 be our" elementary school Is pazt of the unlque nature of ouar communlty 1 was he5|tant when
movmg o Vlrgmsa from & mrai town to leave m Arllngto _'_i was overjoyed to ﬂnd Falriington Wthh has an mcredlble sma!t town attitude
wlthrn the crty Part of this ctose kmt C mmunrty comes fro :

our conﬁnumg focus in our school

heol chlld I have often pamupated n opportunitles to support the school Itisa reﬂectlon of values of

While I ama. parent toa pre-
our cornmunlty that the entrre communsty rallymg around the theme of #FairhngtonUmted R

We a_sk__t_h_a boarci__to'reject an_\r_pr posal th t'woul:{i see_k't_o divide our _oomeHiWe e

{ Thank you, 3l Knaus =5




: ia busto a school that is. farther away w

+iTo Whom It May Concern, I am wrrtrng in regard to the recent school beard discussion about the elemeetary school boundarles
partlcularly wrthrn the Farrlrngton nelghbozhood Ina recent drscussron it was suggested that Falrlrngton could be divided and that the s
: southem part could be, annexed to Drew Elementary I am strengly opposed to separating the chrldrerr of Fazrlrngton rnto drfferent ;f R

Schools, and urge you to re]ect arry such proposals for the followrng reasons: 1. Praximity Although the southern part of Fairllegton falls ’

: outside of the Mwall zone“ it rema]ns wrthrn a 1 mile radrus of Ablngdon Wrth walkab!e neighborhood ; streees and corrtsguous srdewalks i
__: a signrrcant number of students walk or brke to sctaool frorn thrs part of Farrlrngton every day. Whrte we Irve in the southern part of .
; Farrllngton, our 3 year old routrnely uses Abingdon Etementarys playgrounds inthe evenings and on weekends, nd it ls an eas,' watir
bike or scooter rie Far our famriy. He also segs: the “o!der" kids in the nerghborhood walking or ndlng to Abrngdon in the momrngs and :
& rs'already talktng abuut dorng the same when he ks ready| for Krndergarten 1 cannot fathom explarnrng to hrm why he would have to rrde :
he is already used to us walking to Abrngdon on a, regular basis, All studeets from the
o southern part of Farrlangton woe!d need to l bused to Drew because the walk Would be nerther practlcal nor safe for chrldren'. Thls
wou]d puta greater strarn on APS traaspnrtatron ‘and would !rkely requrre that APS exeand bus service in the nelghborhood '_ . .
Transportrng students from Falrlrngton to Drew wouild slg ¥ fcantly lengthen the amount of ttrne that kids spend on the bus every day. R
Many parents who seidorn or never drrve therr chrldren to Ablngdon would llkely choose to drrve their chrEdrerr to Drew,
: congestlon in’ an. area already burdened wlth trafﬂc problem 2, Effrcreecy Moving the populatron of the southern part of Farrlrngton to_
{Drew. wit increase the transportatron costs. Addztrona! beses, needed for alonger. perrod of trme, wuuld be requrred to move the 1

majority. of Farr]rngtons large student populatron over. muitrple non-watkable bourrdary roads 3. Continurty Homes ln the sou ern part o
' FarrErngtoe currenﬁy have no ma)or parks or hrghways separatrng them from Abrngdon The "boundary of 395 rs a pedestrran—frrendly :
ridgef street witt wrde srdewa!ks and blke Ianes that does not requrre crossrng guards to marntarn safe walkrng corrdrtions In contrast ;
; there are severat maJor barrrers, lnclud ng multlple major. roads and parks that effectrvely separate the communlty in Faidlngton from '
Drew. Whrle oould be theoretlcally possrble on paper to. make a corndor to grve the rmpress of contrgurty by inc!udlng portr ' s of
Sharlrngton, such a corekdor would be rtificial compared o the natural proxrmlty of cummunrttes that are actually contrguoes with the
nd Drew. The arrlrngton planning unit In quest;en is actually adjaceat to Abrngdo 4 Disruptron,f Stabrlrty The '
1C murety, includrng the familles of Farrlrngton, was a prrmary advocate for Abrngden s, much-needed school renovatlon
: Durrng the renovation Abrngdon students learned in relocatah]e ciassrooms, went wrthout a playgmund and dealt the norse ; 4
: constructrorr for a year Many of e students currently at Abrngdon (an through sth graders) attended school on a constructron srte 5: :

also rncreasrng S E




2 stations wrth over 1500 voters on each s:de, wa nearly doubte every other civic assoctatron in the county Abmgdon s communrty of
“tnorthern and southem Farrllngton shou!d be an example of what APS strives for when creatlng schonl Zones, Buridlng a community .
<around a schoal is @ difficult task- Thope that APS will realize that when an lnvested communlty exrsts It is eritical that i be preserved

10/14/18

Keep South
Fairlinton at
Abingdon

: Agarn, 1 wrge you to keep allaf Fa;rllngtpn in Abtngdon. Respectfully, Christine O'Donoghue ERE

! effcrency conslderations fo Elementary Schoo] boundarses, specrr calty stide 36 from the boundary prog}osa _
whlch woe!d potentlaily move South Faarllngton from Abmgdon to E)rew ¥ frequentiy walk with my. daughter to Abingdon from South . _'
Fasrhngton and we Tive outsrde the walk'_" one’ mdrcated on the boundary map Th|s is because Ablngdon s such chse proxlmlty to ail
Hof South Falrllngton, we, Ilve less than amie from the school I is not efﬁuent or prOX|ma1 to potentlaiiy force us to % to a school
nearly three miles away from our home where we would not be W|thln walklng dlstance of the school aad then have to drwe ar take a :
busr when Abtngdon is Iess than a mlle away from our house. Bus resources for Arlington schools are already tmder pressure and
addrng most of. South Arhngton to b bussed to Drew would onty add to the problem Drew school wouid be aimost three miles away

: from [:5] hoese and requtres crosssng ma]or roadways and parks A

T_o whom it may concem, B

Mv name Is Greg Gyor and I arn a smg[e parent and homeowner whcr has lIved in South Fa!rllngton for over 12 years, my daughter .: :
recentiy started her ‘third year ; at Ablngdon Elementary Schoul T would like to prowde my input to the buard proposal of prpmmlty and
|des dated October 10th

: Sincereiy,' a




" Sincerely, :

Greg Gyor

Dear. _Schooi_ Board Membere:- L

My husband and I have twed in Fa|r||ngton since 2002. Our son ls ln 7th grade at Gunston M:ddle School and attended Ablngdon The
proposa! o have South Fa;fllngton schoolchiidren attend Drew :nstead of Abi gdon is Iudicrous It completely goes agamst Arllngton s
values, and that is what 550 unbelleyable about th|s 11th hour and pooﬁy thought ut ldea s

Arhngton pndes rtself on \ alumg envlronmental sustalnablhty and creatlng waEkabie nerghborhoods Ar!lngton proudly touts IE numerous
awards onits web5| el
famESées waik to school even though they are eliglble for the L

ttps /]departments arhngtonva us]des/awards sustarnable«communitwenvlronment! Many South Fa;rllngton

10/15/18

Keep South

Fairlington at
Abingdon

 [susan Boerstfing .
|pete Ab_é sch:oo'l:b_oar )

We want to express eur strong cancern that_Fa ington OT.be d:vlded in the elementary school boundary process as recent!y
: dmcussed at the school board:

now enterlng APS wrth the fi rst of our 3 chﬂdren tn ( ndergarten South and North Falrhngton are one united community wsth a Eong ' n
hlstory and are both I art of a reg:stered hsstonc d]stnct g outh Faidington shooid cantinye to go to Abmgdon, whu:h Is our
nelghhorhood school in walk:ng—dlstance and phy5|cally !ocated In Falrilngton. Please keep Falrlmgton together and at Ablngdon
elementary. Thank you. : S

are re&dents and owners of two re5|dences in South Falrhngton with three S
hsEdfen ln total, we have hved in Fass‘]ington for 15_years, ln 5 dlfferent resuiences in both: North and South Falrhngton We are just o




Resoectfully, -Susan and Rob Brockhaus -

‘|Reasans why this proposal is ill-advised for the students and families of'_FairIingt_o_n and__Abingdon Elementary: -

1. é;mg._m;;y_ o

- Although the southern portlon of Farrtmgton fa!ls outsu:le the “walk zone it remalns w1th|n a. 1 m||e rad:us of the schoo
ignlrcant amount of students walk/b|ke to school from the southem ares of Falrisngton to Abingdon APS could potenttaiiy remove one

i moved to Drew rington famllles that dnve to school would have to cross over ma]or roadways to get to Drew Thls ;s 1neff cteﬁt
and would_cause additloeal trafﬂc in Sout 'Arlmgton : :

: 3@ Cont:lguity_"

e Farrhn on currentiy has no ma]or oarks or hlghways deterrlng them from Ahmgdon Movmg southern portlon of Falrlrrzgton to Drew
lncorporates muttlpie maJor roads aoct parks Wthh obstruct famlhes from the school as weEi as the nmghborhoods surroueding Brew ; ;.
A oortton of Shldlngton pianmng unlts wotlld potentzally need to move as it that | uses would travel through Sh mgton o get to
Dre he South Fa riington plannlng umt is currently ad}acent o Abmgdon : :

When it 'éomes' 'to 'proxirnity, _efﬁcieocy, anti contlg_ulty _there are :no gains _and nificant iosses for Fairlington families if moved to Drey

One final posnt we cannot state thh enough urgency, Fairhngton in and'of Iteelf is one blg Communlty, both Notth and South There s"
dynamlc engagement wh1ch un|te hoth studenls and famllles in Falrliegton (commumty centers, 5K, farmers matket parks summer :
SWim teams, parades, the fist goes on and on) Falrllngton Ci\nc Assocmtion isa very act:ve and engaged associatzon wuth two votleg
statzons Wlﬂ‘l over 1500 voters on each side, we neariy double evew other civlc assoaatlon in, the county Atungdons c _mmumty of :
Fa|ri ngton should be an example of what APS strives for when creating school zanes not trying to tearit apart '




Dear br. _Murphy and 'Ar]ington Public School Board M_ernbers, RIS

Flrst, 1 would lske to commend the School Board on their el’forts as they undergo the Incredlbly chal[englng task of a County -wide S
rezonlng process (:IearlyJ this and the antlclpated future student growth sa compl|cated issue. These efforts are vrta! for effectlve !ong~
term plannmg and enrollment management, We tum to you, our efected off crals, to take great care o assure tbat economm, e '
educatlonal and re5|dent|al censzderatlons for our students are rneasurecl flrst We trust in your commrtment to ensure chlldren s safety

rmly I am vehemently opposed to separat:ng the chlIdren of the Falrllogton commuo ty lnto separate elementary schools

: One of the most maJor ﬂaws wath the current proposal Is tha of student safety The natural bamers that exrst for Fa|rlmgton parents to ;
get their kids to E}rew whether lt be by cary school bus 9 walkmg are extremely proh|bit|ve Even wrth recent traft“ ic caEmlng efforts, b
3 there simply. ls no safe route from Falrllngton to Drew Thls waik Is jammed packecl with physscal bamers {i.e. 395 Iack of safe walkmg %
paths, hlghly congested roadways, mu]tlple Eotersections, actwe Metro bus system, parklands) Addrtsonally, the County has fabu!ous R
; programs that suppnrt family well- berng {walk to- school programs and pol|cy, ‘Wa!k Aflmgtoz\‘ ‘Blke Arlrngton' ‘Car-free dlet‘, etc)
Many Falrlmgtonzans are mcteed car-free famlhes. Fa|rlmgton parents on both tize north and south sectlon curreatly enjoy the ablllty to :
; walk thE|r kids to Abmgdon We will not be able to safeiy walk our klds to school and contlnue to pract:ce what Arlsrtgton County has .
reated as a health culture if you vote to move us to Drew. Thls then brlngs up the Issoe of students’ proximlty to schoois, busjtrave
time and overail efﬂcrency These components must be con5|dered The majorlty :f not all south Fa|r||ngton ch|ldren WI|| net be, ..
; bused to Drew thereby incredsing transportation sts_ “fhe amount of time our kids wrll be srttlng on the bus also goes up sig |ﬁcantiy ot
s ls mv understandlng the bus that will transport S th Fasrlmgton studenls to Drew will be unable to use, the most direct route What -
] would typlcally be a 6nm|nute dnve [to travet the 1 mlles to Drew] wrli p!ace these students on the bus upwards of 50 m!nutes The

Eonger kids are on buses, especlalty i a, busy metro area, tise hlgher the Fisk, Safety Isa substanttal concem for me, and many parenls B
The mare you take people out of their nelghborhoocl thea‘ safety is ]eopardrzed Furthermore, the school assrgnment ;Jrocess should ;
promote student welfare How does makmg a student rlde on me hus for upwards af 50 minutes whlch was prewously erther a 5- mmute :
bus rlde or 10 mlnute walk « as they pass nght in front of their old school llteral!y seemg all therr friends walkmg in-.put the cteld l‘rst7 3
ow is thls el'ﬁcrent and Fsca]ly respon5|ble? How is busing our Kids to a school over allowmg them to contlnue to bein thEll' walkahle
communlty best servmg our chi!dren and the ne:ghborhood at large’ e : ; :




Cnare also closer It does not make sense for Farrllngton students to. 9o Drew in the sprnt of proxrmrty when at least three other :

Proxrmlty is key and must be a stgnrf' cant consideration when it comes Yo re-zoning. If Fleet moves north Patrrck i-tenry students on the :
south side of the Columbia Heights community [up to and north of 16th street] should go to Drew They are geographically closer than
Falr]lngtorr students and many withln that r:ommunrty atready attend Drew. Tha southern aspect of Douglas Park and Columbia Forest

nerghborhoods are closer to Drew than Farrirngton 1 m. chatienged to comprehend how Countv keadership would dellberately select a
: nerghborhood that Is further away V5. choosrng nerghborhoods that are geographrcallv closer to attend school, Also and perhaps the
Board is unaware but Abrngdon is currently not over prescrrbed. Next year’s student nurrrbers do not place Abrngdon at full capacrty 1
recognrze the partlal transfer; ity. but does not Ilne up when room
] currently exrsts_ at_ Abrn_gdun_t o :

Drew s student body tcr another schoo! opens Drew s cap
m agarn challenged to understa

The Board must seek to maEnta nerghbor‘hood cohesron Farrluegton ls an rntact vrabte hIghEy engaged comrnunrty that Is NOT drvided
: bv the brrdge 395 rs srmpiv a hrghwav that yuns underneath our prrmary walkrng and brkrng path to our: nerghborhood school, gy
Abingdon, Fardrngton 1S the predomrnarrt rrelghborhood that surrounds Abrngdon You can't-divide Farr]ington In half' simply
ot make sensel We are ONE comrnunrty, cgistered hrsto c_status that Abrngdon Is part of Fair rngton has rrch
jtradrtrons such as Fourth of; July which draws on alt of Abrngdon famrlles, the Farmers Market an annua! Abrngdon 5K that spans, the
'jentrre neighborhood an actrve Crvrc Assocratron, Abrngdons Halloween parade that goes through Fairllngton streets, ongorng Abmgdoo B
f programs at Fire Station #7 and the DPR Farrlrngton Communrty Cerrter is predomrnantly programmed by Abrngdon famjlies, The list ‘
: could go on These |nrt|atrves and programs are grounded in and supported by Abingdon famrires that Irve in aII of Farrtrngton The o
; communrty strength is burlt srgnrt” cantiv around our sweet htt]e elementarv schoot Farrlrngtcrn is Abrngdcrn and Ablngdon is Farrlrngton

on 50 manv levels The curren roposa! wrll alter the united feetmg |n the communrty Cuttrng the Farrtragton commenrty in half wrtt
j drsmantle what so manv have worked s0 hard and:so Eong to foster 1'm again, chailenged to understaad why the School Board would -
: drvrdrng a communrty that’ has the name honored wrthrn a natronal desrgnatron and clear, deep, solld communrty cohesrveness. :

rnalty, school assrgnment processes should be transparent and equ;tabte. Strategres to solrcrt communrty feedback shou]d be fair The - ;
: concept of drvrding North/Soeth Irltngton was nat part of the ongorng dralogue and communtty engagement process up to this date, 1t
/as Introduced on Octobe '10_ viaa broadcasted school board meetrng trterally at the 11th: hour It is rmperatrve to engage parents In-
: the school b ary and asslgnment process equally This was rrot exercrsed wzth the Fardrrrgton communrty ?erhaps it was srmply an

; oversrgh ' I trust_you erI hear. us and tncorporat he. Farrlrngton communrtys concems lnto the r nal p!an h

: In ctosrng, the School Board has a tough ]ob in the immedrate and certarnlv, the chatienges over the rrext 5 8 years are tremendous
garn, T applaud the work-to-date but rmp!ore the Board to drg deeper arrd krndly request them to vote N to rezonrng the southern— :
Tmast portron of Farrlrngton to Drew Modei School Ycrr.rr vote is gorng to affect thoasands of lives. Plaasa take a step back take a deep

: breath and generate a pian that serves the greater Adragton If you are unable to vote ne', p!ease choose to uphotd the current
aliowed to fi msh up their fifth- grade year at Abingdon and for therr siblings to i

i grandfather proposai” where 4th grade students




; Michele Gregory

' remain. It wou]d not serve @ 4th grade Chlld who has been at the same school thetr whole eiementary experience fo be sent to az‘rother

school their flna! year. These student_s academic success will certainly be affected, frlendshlps wtil not be maintained, Drew teachers W|Ii ;
need o ded|cate more classroom trme, etc, l m ce:tam the Board agrees and will a]ign wrth the overwhelrnlng hsgh percentage of

Artington fam|lies (ciose to 80%) that bave already regrstered rn support of the grandfather ciause 1 am ava|lable to assast APS
adminlstratton to evaluate what makes the most sense

ice and warmc slderatlun, __

10/15/18

Keep South
Fairtington at
Abingdon

: ;_ Etﬂdiert_cy S

lntenden' Murphy and APS School Board Members,

As a 10 -year. resnlent of South Faar] r gton, I was very dlsappolnted to recently hear that the schuol board was dlscussing changes to the
eleme 'ary schoo oundanes wrthln'the Fatrlington nerghborhood spectfcally the suggestlon that Falrllnpton o ild | be dwlded and L
South Falrlmgton ouid be annexed by, Drew Eiementary School 1 am strongly opposed to separating the hIIdren of Fandington into :
dlfferent elementary schools Diwdlng the Falrlmgton commumty is lll adwsed for several reasons, some of whlch are prrorltles already

identd'ed by the Board..

‘South Falrllrlgton remalns wtthsn a l—mr!e rad|us Gf Ab]ngdon Due to the walkable streets
wath contlguous 5|dewalks, a sagn cant number of st ents wak or. bike to sch ot from South Falrlington every day.

-Although techmcaily outslde the "waik zone,”:

: -Wlth a SW|tch to Drew, all students in South Fa|r||ngton would need to be bused to Drew because the walk would be nelther pract|cal

nor, safe for children. Th:s woul put a greater straln on APS transportatlon and would llkely requlre that APS expand hus servlce [ the
ne|ghborhuod ; : -

that kIdS spend o the bus every day. .Trafféc congestlon
in the area, whlch ls already stgnlﬂcant would llkely increase \mth many parents who seldom or never drive the|r chstdren to Ab gdon,

-Th|_ addztlona! transportatmn would S|gn|f' cantly Iengthen the . amount of tir

drlvlng them to Drew

(i-More transportatton needs described above rvould_increase__tran:spoit_ation costs, _Ac_l_dltional: bu_se_e,_ _need_ec_l for_a_lo_r}ger_peri  of time, *'}




: would be L usrod to move the maJorrty of South Fairtington’s Iarge stodent populatioo over multlple non—walkable boundary roads Thls
would also put addlttonal straln on the paucrty of bus dnvers in APS R B L ‘

: ';Contig_u_ity_ _:__:-: S

-South Falrlington currently has no major parks or highways separatmg them from Abrngdon Even the "boundary" of 395 is a)
pedestnan—fnendly street buﬂt ver the_highway wrth srdewalks and does fot requlre crossmg guards to mamtaln safe walkm

: actually adiacent to Abingdon. -

<The So h'EaIrli:ogton_ ola'_r'mirlg un

' D]sruptlonfsta'bélity:

-The Fafrfington comrnunlty, Includmg the famr!;es of South Fairllngton, was. a pnmary advocate for Ablngdon 5 'much needed school L
renovation Dunng the reng tron Abrngdon students learned in reEocatabIe classrooms, went wrthout a plavground and dealt wlth the

‘ noise of construchon for a )rear :Many of. the students currently at Ablngdon (an through Sth graders) were affected by the ongomg

: construct:on di '_ ng the 2016 2017 school year, and the school even had to be !ocked down (w;th students subseqoenlly msssmg a:
school day) doe to' hazardous materlals concero En the bultdmg B : : 5

One f‘nal point which 1 note wrth 5rgn|r cance, s that Fairllngton Is one commumty, and Abingdon is truly a communlty school (maybe in
the truest sense of any APS schoo]) Our fam|laes work together to face common challenges our chlldren share parks and pools, we.. S
ms, amf parades te mark our hol|davs Many of us, includlng my. famrly, moved o -




Fawhngton because we wanted our families to be comrunaiy ersgaged and there are few ne|ghborhoods in Arhngton that take the
. respon5|blllty of commumty engagement as seriously as Fairtington. The Fa!rlmgton CMc Assuc:attoo Is very active and engaged and
with. two votlng stat%ons with over 1500 voters on each suie, we neariy double every | other civic association in the county. Ablngdon s
community of North and South Fanrlmgton should be an example of what APS stnves for when creatang school zones, Bus!dlng a. :' S

commonity around a school isa dlfﬂcult task This has happened in Fa:rllngton and is an exampte to the rest of the county I hope that
you and APS rea! ze_that preserwng an lnvested and comn‘utted comrnumty Is criticat. for our famllles, schools, busmesses, aod the:

! Thank you, Jason Spangler

s Faarl:ngtonat

5 Abtngdon

10/15/18 " Keep South:: "

- .:' T recentty heard about a proposal to sh|f't chlldren from south Falrhngton from the Ablngdon Schooi Dlstflct over to Drew Model Thls ls ai:

Ottober 15, 2018

_: horrlble idea

constructmn together and our klds dealt wlth the changes in thelr school People love Iawng here because lt ls a neighbo:hood An easy
example of th t is o wew the crowds watchlng the Ablngdon Haiioween parade Lis not just filled with parents but aI[ ages en;oymg
and supp rti ng th ki ds and teachers of Ab:ngdon Spendlng tlme, canng for. each other and suppmtlng each other is what commumty Isi:

So pléase keep Falrlington togetherl .+ "




'K'eep All of l’atriek
Henry at fleet

. members have said they make decisions exclusweiy hased on data S0 i strongly urg_  you L

A concerned parent and voter, -

Poo_n_iim_a Chan_dra

Suhject FW Elementary School Boundarles Process Concerns
Mernbers of the School Board L

4 moved to Suuth Arlrngton so my sons could g0, to Patrlck Henly for bnth its dwersrty and its academrc achrevements ] am 50 proud of
ouri_ ! mmumty, and the fact that Henry rs Blue Rlbbon School That said, I would urge you to malntaln the current Henry boundar:es at -

j Fieet and belleve dolng 50 would reﬂect your stated gnals of proxrmity, eff iciency, stablllty, attgnment and deznograph|cs 1 understand g

you are reconsrd_ the boundanes from your imtiat proposal Should you decide to change the houndanes based on dlfferent _
pno_ [es, I would encourage yuu to state. your new pnont|es, and then start the engagement process uver based on the new prionhes ]

There are also 5 veral conslderahons I’d I|ke you to keep in mlnd when consldenng whether to move Henry plannmg unlts suuth of -

* Efrclency consideratrons The goal of the boundary. process sto fully utrllze the capecrty we have at the elementary schools The

current plan keeps several schoo!s overcrowded and that overcrowdrng could be allevrated by fi Ihng seats at schools that are under .
capacrty Fleet EtseEf ls currently under CapaCIty, 50 removmg plannl g units south of the pike to aeother school would exacerbate that ;
underutlllzahon. * Eﬁ‘lcrency consrderatrons Famﬂies wrll fose the opportumty to have elementary and mlddte schoot students at s
ad]ormng campuses This has enormous potentlal to increase traff‘ ic, Wh|Ch wﬂl already be exacerbated ln the ne:ghbo:hnnd wrth the
Montesseri program housed at Henry. If planmng umts south of Columhia' Plke : move. to anomer school a new trafﬂc study must be
done to see how much traffic this will add when comblned with the Montessurl choice schoot and the sncreased num ) 1
studeets gomg to the Career Center o nderstandmg is. that the traffic study o gmally done assumed that the Henry boundanes i
would stay the same at Fleet e :

¥ Demographlcs con5|deratlons It is unclear that mowng Henrys southern unlts to Drew erI have a net 'posatsve lmpact on equahzmg :

FARM-based le&i’SIt‘[ Fleet may be Eeft wlth @ Iower FARM rate and Drew 5 may, not be iowered in any s:gmfcant way Several Board :3_
 data before’ '




change hased on this consrderahon In Iight of the above, I ENCouage You to keep Henw together at Fieet Thank you for your
consrderahon, as always, I tmly appreciate your work and dedlcatlon to our schools Smcerely, S B

Meianle Devo_e

10/13/18

10/16/i8.

Keep South

Fairlington at
Abingdon

' FaEr]lngtdn out of the Absngdon zone :

go there We have watched W|th excitement as the school has begun o take advantage of 1ts recent reaovatlons

This email isto ' xpres my opposztzon to the plan being con5|dered that would break Soeth Falrllngton from Abmgdon Elementary My '_ :
two daughters wouid no Ionger be able to attend Abmgdon, and this change is not expect ed or welcome, We value the conr:ectzon to ;
our. nelghb : hood schooi and have developed a very postttve re!atsoosh;p with me school and :ts staff and facu]ty L :

?le_as__e_d n_ot_hre:alt othe_:_l':airlington_c_orn'muntty:when :redo_lng'_the_ _sthc_ro_i b_oun'darje_s. Thank'yc_:\;l”' SRR

' Abmg nis aa anchor of the Farriingtoo commumty, north and south My daughter i 2 and she regularly p!avs at the playground

adjacent to the school 1 ran the 5k this sprlng and she and rny husband came to cheer me on, we kaow famlhes whose older chlidren E

ning process Whea I_reviewed the PowerPolnt presentatlon on c0n5|derat|ons
for re zonmg, I: was surpriseci to see that we are not in the "expanded walk, zone" for Abmgdon (shde 9) Our horme is haIF anile from -

I know that Proxrmrty rs one of ttse key values it the re:

Ablngdon. The walk is p%easant and short and al mthrn what we con5|der "our" nelghbomood It seems reasonab%e to think that a walk
that any ?— or, 8 year old coufd take alone shouid be consrdered "proximate" for purposes of re-zonlng ‘

Another key value, Contlgmty, would ba l;otally thwa:ted by removmg us froi'n Absagdon South Falrllngton is a un:que corner of

Arimgton bordered by | North Faldlngton on one side and by Alexandria on *all other srdes * Thrs means that separating our




neighborhoed from Abingdon: would sllce us off from our *onty* Ar[mgton ne|ghbors We would be forced to send our klds to school
much farther away and totally uowalkable from oL homes R :

The 'un'ique architecture,' la'yout and hlstory of the c'omrnunlty is such that all of Fairlington truly functions as a unified heighborhood. .
We. share the Falrllngton Communlty Center, :ncludlng the farmers market and soceer fietd and the soon-to -be-renovated panground. O
We share Shrrimgton wllage its trbrary and shops and mowe theater. We share the Falrllngton Baby5|ttrng Co-op, of Wthh we are :
members aod through which we have become friends Wlth North Fatrllngton fam _5 And we share Ablngdon We are fflEﬂdS and
nmghbors, It Wou!d be counter to the APS key values and to the spmt o ommunity to change our school zone, :

Plea_se_keep_'l:airllngt_o_n _unlted _a'nd kee'p_éouth E_air_l_ington in':t'he' Abingdon z_o_ne.'_ :

Thank you, |

S School Board is con5|denng a proposal that woutd fragment our communtty by assigning students who live in South FairEangton to an

Helen Vera and Paul McLaughlin ==+ 10

s'object':_ Civic Assodiat ."l.etter on'Abingdoo Boun_da'_'r{r t:hanges_ R

Attached p[ease find a letter from the Falrllngton Cltszens Assouatlon concernlng proposed houndary changes to Ablngdon Elementary. i !
m also includmg the text of the 1etter in thiS email, Thani(s for your | con5|derat|on Guy Land Pre5|dent Fawhngton C]trzens Assomatlon. L
Dear Chalr Gosdstetn and Members of the School Bo am wntlng to convey ‘the Views, of the Farrhngton Ci bzeos ASSOCIatIDn (FCA) '
concemlng ootenttaE changes othe exzstlng boundan of the Ab]ngdon Elementary SchooE zane. FCA ls the civic assocratlon that .-

“icovers North and South Fawlingtoo, 83 well as Razk Shlri:ngton and Sh|rhngton House, wlth a populatron of about 7,500 people The FCA i
Executwe Board suoports keepteg our represented contlguous communltles entrrelv w;thln the Abrngdon Elementary School zone. The :

eEementa:y zone other. than Ablngdon Faztlmgton is one coheswe, yet dwerse, communlty Major actlvstaes wrthm the netghbothood "
i don't. draw llnes between No:th Fa|rlington and South Fatrlmgon The Ablngdon Street bndge Ilnks the two, rendenng 1-395 meanlngless
a8 a boundaw A steady stream of Joggers, pet walkers baby stmlfers, and Kids go seamIeSsly back and forth between North and South i
: along that brldge every day. The Fourth of July parad draws equally from asl parts of the nelghborhood The race course for the annual 3
Fairl]ngton 5k, Jorntly sponsored by FCA arsd Abmgdon Elementarv, runs through both North and South The Fa|rl|ngton Farmers ma;fket' :
; erves the entire cornmomty, while the market is ln_South Falrllngton, ‘scores of North Falrllngton resrdents walk to the market every :
i Sunday, meetlng wlth nelghbors from BCI0SS. the nelohhomood Qulte simply, people see themselves as members of one vlhrant

: communlty, what [woutd cali “One Faw]ington “ Malntarnlng the exrstrng boundanes for those areas represented by FCA advances three :
ey goals of the boundary rea!sgnment process F roxrfmty Abmgdon ls unquestlonably the closest elementary school to aII the : i




than 1 msie [from Abingdon. Shrftrng students who lrve ln South Farrhngton wi il inevrtably move them farthef away from thelr school and
their nevv classmates. . Transportatron Efficiencies, Because of the closeness of Abingdon, | many students from South Fa;rlrngton walk ta;
school when the weather is good The walk from a§| of South Fairfington crosses no major roads or other obstacles anci features bt
contlguous srdewalks for. the entlre dtstance A55|gn|ng those students ta artother school will resull: rn rncreased transportatron costs
ﬂnancral and envlronmentat) for both county buses and private automobiles. + Commumty contmurty and connectedness. Fairlrngton ls
one connected and, cohesrve community ji3 ls an organ;c whole—One Farrlrngton. Shrﬂlng South Farrllngton students to another school
wrll weaken the fabnc of tne cornmunrty, drmrnrsh the cohesrveness of the community, and dlsrupt socral aad educatronal connectrons
that current exrst It muns counter to the cornmunrty centric focos that Arlrngton has for years prom '_ed Major roadways 5eparate
South Fa:rlmgton frorn any other elementary school, 50 separatrng Falrllngton into drfferent zones wrll Dot rncrease the. drstance
e]ementary and pre schoot stoctents must travel and make it more drft‘cult for those students to be part ofa !arger schoot community
{after hours. Abrngdon is a very ¢ 'erse sr:hool an attrrbute that Farrlrngton values Accordlng 1o the Vrr' 'nra Department ol‘ Educatzon :
' (VDOE), roughly 47_ percent of Ablngdon student are elrgrbte for free or reduced junch. Atmost 50 percen _'f the students are cEassrt‘ed i
as econorn:caily dis 'vantaged VDOE numbers show that Abrngdon is about 35 percent whrte, 38 percent Hlspamc and 11 percent '
Afrrcan Amerrr:an That drv rsi '
'That nerghborhood rs ALL Fa;rhngton The students cEassmates are therr nelghbors Roughly a half dozen of the Ab]ngdon facuIty and
staff ilve in Farrlrngto_ wrth most of those Irvrng In South Farrlrngton They see therr students on the sldewalks and the courtyards, not '
Just in the classroorn The, commuoaty has strongly supported the school endorsrng the bond issue for Abrngdon 5] reoovatlon and -
; fi nanctally supportrng the Abrngdon PTA (whose leadershl 'ls_rtselr drawn from all parts of the netghborhood) Both North and South
Farrlington had representatives an the BLPC anct PFRC for the Absngdon renovation prolect. It rs hard to lmagrne a schooi more f“rmly
: anchored in the commuolty it serves 13 does pretty much everything the Ilterature says a nerghborhood schoo! sttotrld do, Accordrngly, :
; FCA strong!y urges the Schoo! Board to Reep all of FarrE ngton, Park Shrrlrngton, and Sh ton House wlthln the Abrngdon Elementary
: zone. The FCA Board wrlt be happy to meet with you or respond to quesbons to ensure that the f‘nal decrsions wilt advance the
: educattona!_opportunltees of Falrllngton students and contrabute to the strong sense or commr.rnsty for Wh]Ch Falrlmgton Is known
: Srncerely, Guy Land Presrdent : : :

S embraced andjs a source of prade wrthrn oor cornmontty Ablngdon is truty a nerghborhood school

10/16/18 Keep South ; : : : i o o YT
Fairlington at Dear Arlrag on County Publlc School Leacters, You possess an rncredlbly dlfflcu job. f 1£ educatlng our chs!dren from every lrnaglnab!e e

Abingdon level settrng poticies, determanlng acactemlc standards, offenng transportatron ln many drﬁerent forms, amongst thousands of other
conctuslons made on behalf of our: chrldren. Making dedisions durrng the boundary Elementary Schooi Boundary ?rocess rs another L
diffi cult choice for you, the !eaders Whrle 1 have not, been able to attend any of the sesstons i person, I apprecrate the opportdnsty to
provrde writteo feeciback durlng thrs process. As a South Farrlrngton famlly, I am w trng to exp :
splltttng North and South Fardrngton between two elementary schools, and South Farrhogton no longer attend:ng Ablngdon Elementary
School. My t' rst concern retates to proxamrty we live half a mile from Ablngdon, and thas is :ncontestabty the closest elernentary schoot
to us. _Thls wrll move us further away from ot school Abtngdon Elementary, Another concern of mlne tocuses on the efﬁcrencles ot the :
. |school district. Gaven that we do five so close to Abrngdon, we would now need to be bused, adding & addltlona! transportatton costs to -k

] concern about the potentral of




: the drstnct and our students wrll need to start their day even eariier. as we would need to be transported past Abmgdon to attend

: school, Currentiy, we technlcally have bus transportatron services but do not utrllze these. On beautiful days we can simply walk to

' school and don't need that serwce A f inal concern mvolves contrgurty and commomty Faolmgton currentiy has no maJor parksor ;. .
. h:ghways detemng us from Abrngdon : ovmg the southern portéon of Farrlrngton to Drew lncorporates many signlf icant roads and parks
obstructing us from the schoo! as ”ell as the nezghborhoods surroundlng Drew Aiso, the South Fazrllngton plannmg unit s aEready
currentiy ad;acent to Ablngdon Falrllngton is one Iarge communlty that has welcomed usin many ways regardlese of there berng a-
north and south We see many “of our- school frrends at cornrnunlty events the communrty center, ‘on the p[aygrounds, and durrng :
parades (the Chnstmas fire. truck Is. a favnrrtel) q apprecrate the dwersrty that Falrlsegton brlngs to Abrngdon We indeed have built a:
communlty In and out: four sl !s, and I Stro gly urge that you, as our w' keep Nort and South Fasrhngton a part of

the Ab_lngd_or_a School far_ml SIncerer, FAbbOU T R R

and one that has glven so much support for t s schoo! When the Falrllngton Cwlc Associatlon hosted |ts monthly meetrng at Ahlngdon ;
Iast February, turnout was overwhetmrng In our, neighborhood s All Farrllngton Bulietrn {monthly newsletter de!:vered to 3000 umw) the
i artlde “Abmgdon Schoo our DeErghts Resrdents ’ featured Schoot Board memhers Barbara Kannlnen (then Chalr) and Monrque e i

O‘Grad_y, as we nty'Boa d_ member Chrlstlan Dorsev extolllng the' virtues of when communrty and school waork together, great
: ‘ 3 ink woutd the oncept aof cornmunity mean that only half of Farr!rngton could attend the new schooI

:That is whyI r:an _ot understand the ratronate for why the School Board would choose thls partlcu[ar nelghborhond to spilt up What
: essage are schoot board members sendlng wheo they applaud 2 commenltys collecttve effort to Improve their neaghborhood schooi
jand then 8 months Eater conslder breakrng it apart? The school’s recent successes are a result of an organic mo\rement within




‘nei_ghborhood_over the course of 10-15 years, -

IThis concept of oomrnunity_support Is also reﬁeeted in _one_o_f-the APS strateglc goals adopted last June: ;

Goal: Strono' and Mutually _S.upportive Partn.ership_s. 5

Develop and support strong connecttons among schoois, famxhes, and the communlty to broaden og)portunsttes for student learnlng, 3K
development and growth i R '

I also Wanted to look at other schools ln South Arlmgton, like. Randolph and Hoffman Boston 35, these are also con5|dered success e
' ' pulled these from the APS web5|te B S : RS

“The strong sense of communlty at Randolph ls nurtured by the iavolvement of our PTA busrness partners, ne|ghbors and also by the
communlty servtce our chtidren provide to others' S ' '

“Hoffman—Boston Elementary Schoo! is the home of he Ad Stars, @ global commun:ty that sets mgh student and staff expectatlons It
i boasts a strong program of a!ter school cholces Tor '_ udents and enjoys strong communrty and parent lnvolvern A

And iool(lngj at _th_e_ Cotmty Staff‘s l_E_I_ementary:S_c_hooI me_t_nodol_o'gy based on St_:hool ._Board Polloy_B—Z'.'

Stablhty and Conteguttv con5|derat|ons have ittfe lmpact because ] current elementary students in the schools mvolved have been part i
ofsa Brevious boundary process and the ptoposa! ellmlnates an istand from current boundarles 'Atlgnment is addressed by examlnmg '
elementary schoo] to m|ddle scho: patt 3

E cre cy, pm)(|m|ty, and dernographzcs have greater impact m proposal deve[opment

* Seq wihat the numbers are *'ln the hew Fleet? * * * See what the numbers are * in the re-located Montessorl program? * *See




: :;_3what rluITIbEfS are at * Drew wrthout Montesson? A ¥ See what the rmpact on¥ aII schools will be after the new chorce fotteries and B

: transfer po[laes are in place? * %

e af the data. Fram where 1 see lt, you are creating more d;vrsrvenese wrthln commumty and among two scbools. here is an expression B §
i if it arn’t broke, don't try to i i lt RN :

: Thank_you for_tak_l_ng the time to _r_ead :thse, k

: Dr Edward Beck

1 wou__id _thlnl_(_:th_ls_ dat_a would _help you make' amore _informed and eu_stainable de_cis_l_un_._ SO

I do not doubt for a moment how dlffrcuit thss process is for you, but PE.EASE take the tlme to carefeiiy review these issues and look at '

10/17/18

S.Fairlington

Redistricting

So, although we would remaln ln the Ablngdnn school drstnct rf the proposed boundary changes went through over haEf of rny
| daughter’s friends would not Kids need a certain ampunt
chrldren who would be mo Ang

In an area where parents and_ other communlty resldents are, burdened by heavy traff ic and other togistrcal challenges, increasmg
; school refated cornmutlng tl__ es adds an undue burden for parents children and ultimately the communlty The current proposal would

| do it i the meel:mg took p[ace 20 mmutes away, Parents n oef area are stressed and addinga logistical burden would ony decrease

Good Morrung Members of the Schonl Board and Plannlng Gommlttee

As a resulent of North Falrlmgton, I am extremely concemed about the redlstrlctmg prop al that suggests movlng the southern portlon

ahility .and takmg away ha]f of her fnends isn t good for her or the other :

aEso take many of. our more acbve rents out of our commen . and 1 am not certaan that they will contlnue to be active if: they are at
Drew Like. most parents in Fairlrngton, both n _y_husband and' have full trme ]obs And I|ke many parents we are Iucky enough to work
from home from Hme to time ang on those days, 1 can often take an hour to hetp out at the school to help outina classroom or. do as
PTA actwlty if 1 had to travel 20 mmutes or so each way to gel: to the activlty, work for an hotzr, and travel 20 mlnutes back lslmply

couldn t make i '_rk Slmnlarly, I Iead a Darsey troop, and T am typlcally runntng lnto the room as I come stralght from work T couldnt




overall.parental involvement, . -

There 'is a lot of vaiue in go'ing to a echooi you can watk to (especiatiy when the parents are walking with their kids}, and the current
redlstrtcttng plan would move. kads who can walk to school often wnth thelr nelghbors into ne|ghborhoods where they. can't do that.
Every. mommg, 1 spend a few minutes. talklng to my rzerghbnrs, rnany of whem are from sduth Faulmgton, and catchrng up on what is
going on with aur communlty Dunng these conversatlons, a lot ef parents get nudged mto helpnng out with the PT A or the Girl Scouts..
and they have a chance to touch base with the school pnnmpte and many uf the ‘teachers, ‘Under. the proposed redlstncting ptan, none :
of these :nteractrons woutd coatznue to happen. There is both a socjal value to these mteracttons and a monetary va!ue a5 stronger
commumtles tend lo h Ve few somat probtems that requwe monetaw sotutions : 2 :

Becat:se I reaIEy value my community connectioas and the fnends that my daughter has made at schoo! I hope that you wztl reconstder
and vote to preserve Falrlmgton as a cornmumty I also hope that you wil do this because, as a taxpayer, 1 am opposed to spend!ng o
money to bus ktd i

't mcreased pressure on our a|ready overberdened Infrastructure. o

Thank you, Beth Jarrett :

10/17/18 | 5 Fairlingto

. 10/17/18 S. Fairlington

Redistricting

e Irnpressl_veiy_-'bad idea, 20 year Fairlington resident whasa plans were to retire here.

: Dr:,jMurph_y,'

_'mpresssvely bad Is thls the best tdea you can come up wrth7 if

Mr. Murp y, Your proposa[ to spllt up our 5 year uld nelghborhood i

: ou g0 forward with this proposal famstles wl]l move and it W|E§ be another eplc fail for You, For your attempt to dlsrupt Iives and futures |
o to these resrdents ls appaiimg This netghburhood has been estab%zshed for 75 years and you th:ak Its a gnod ldea ta change that? Are Sk
' you fnr rea!'? L :

I have been closely followmg the APS elementary school bnundanf process and watched the last schook board meetsng (10/10/18) tvwce
onlrne At the Jast meehng, it seemed that the school board, became so dlstracted by thi FRL numbers for two of the schools in the
ongolng boundary process, that the reahty of this demographics fssue was Iost n the dlscussson One of:- the suggestlons made by staff
was to annex South Farrlmgton (Planning Unlt 36130) to Drew to asmst in reducung the FRL rates at) Drew Hnwever,  very slrnple Inok

at the publlcly avaﬁabte data oa FRL at APS schoo!s, clearly shows that annexmg South Falrilngton (Planmng Unit 36130) woutct have
¢ |disastrous effects on the ERI, rales at Ahzagdon I you Iook at the attached PDF chart (F_
: shows that such move would |ncrea5e to FRL rates at Atn

Data Prmectlon for Ablngdon), the data :

ddn to at Ieast 60%.

: Looking _at_ '_the data for th__e tast _ft_ve yea_r_s, _Abi_n_gdon‘s avera_ge_ F:RL'rate ts 48%. Using the Jatest avallable data (2017), there were 668 -




students at Abmgdon, with 315 receiving FRL at a rate of 47. 16% Usmg COMIMOR Sense math 1f you annexed the 141 students from
South Fairlington (Plann|ng Unit 36130) out of Abingdon, who do nat receive FRL, the new FRL rate for the school would, rmmedaately

: Jurnp to 59.77%. If you factorin. new students coming from a new affordable housmg unit that is about to come onfine In the Abingdon

) boundary zone, the FRL rate wou!d jump t0.63.26% for Abmgdon Annexlng South Falrirngton to Brew would be merety sh:&lng !
chttdren, which has great negatwe cansequences in and of itseEf to drive one FRL number down, wtuEe the other FRL number shoots.up
even hlgher An o[d maxlm sums it up best "You can't rob Peter to pay Paul" The math and expianations of the data are aII contained
in the attachment : s ' ' S

The most Importaat factor for you and the school board to con5|der is that the chlldren at Ab|ngdon are thrrwng he ieadershtp, LA
teachers, and staff. there are domg an mcredlble ]ob It Is an mcredib!y dwerse schoo] in every way, !.ooklng all of my daughter‘s ciass

photos show a rainbow of chlidren who are Iearnlng and work:ng ciosety together The hlgh FRL rate clearly. shows there Is substantiai
demographlc dlversrty, and chlldren' om 45 countnes are represented at Ablngdon The school is the beabng heart of our communlty

and a shrnr g examp]e for:other Al ;ngton schoo!s The school is strongly supported hv the Falrisagton communlty, andit hefps fund a

; substantra!_amount of th ' developmental and charitabie programs for the schoo! “fhe ‘most studenls from any plannlng unlt at :

| These facts sopport a swnple and eastiy articulable decisior ave Soath Faidrngton (Planning Unlt 36130) at Ablngdon. It‘s best for the
chl[dren at the schoo] and in the comrnumty, and it wdl ensure that the Abingdon FRL rate stays balanced, South Fairllngton meets aIl of
I ent, | and eff creacy, and the. plannlng unlt s lmrnedlateiy adjacent to i
: Abingdon Ail studeats in South Fairhngton five betWeen 3 and 10 m _'es to Abnngdon, and 14 should have been deslgnated as part of the
expanded waik zone for the schooi There is another nesghborhood (Columbia Heights) that 15 I|terai§y across the street from the :

proposed bounda zone for D w, whlch £an assust Drew in organir.aily growmg that new nerghborhood School rn aIE the way' 'th_

the comrnon sense standards of promm:ty, contlgurty, aI

: '_ vlng ¥ We Iove our Fatrlington commumty, and moved here because rt's a r.ommur: ty 1Ike no other :
ood En the entire metro area We Esve inthe South Fairllngton, and oppose any considerahon of annexrag our part of the




: eloquenttv states nurn_er_o_u_s r_eason_s fo_r n'ot an_n_extng South Fairl_ington, 50 _{will not _repeat the_m here._ :

It's lmportant for. you to know that my daughter is recewlng spec;at educatlon servrces at Abmgdon. We have worked hard to set the
conditions, so that.she perform]ng at grade ievel by the end of the schooi year, 1 truiy beheve that she has been progressing because of_
the reiataonshtps and trost that she has formed w1th her teactters at Abiagcion We have fought to ensure that school was a safe and
comrortabie place for her, and that she was haepy to get up aad go every mormng She has only two more years to go there before stse
will need to move on to. mlddle school. | ovmg her to another school now 15 srmply unfathomable It would undue a Jot of the work We
have put |n fo ensure that she can !eam and advance with her’ peers, and have a posttlve attltude about school There is no way that

E 3 by the "SIX factors“ that the schoot board is consldenn i

You shoutd also koow that for two vears Abing{toa underwent !'naJDl’ constructron and a total renovatlon of the entlre bUIIdlng Thls 5 i
process was very dlSI’uvae to all. students there Whrle ere s a hrstory In Arhngton of puttmg older students in tra rs when space s :
ata premzum, at Abmgdon, all of ] students (except the Kmdergartners) were in trallers for a yearl T
W|det The Irbrary (with a Irrmted book supply) was in a traller They had no playgroend and the scho t‘e ]
There was constant constmctton nois _ost outside of, aII of the cIassroom trarlers fora yeart it's hard enough for kids to. concentrate

ad gym class in a double~ :

as housing aII the trallers.

: w&thout ]ackhammers and construc ion eqmpmeot nght out5|de your ctassroom Regardtess of how hruta! the weather was, they had to
% outs;de o attend spedals in other trallers, or walk a considezable drstance to get o ihe main cafeterta for Iunch There was an :
asbestos to k_ down one day at school and another day schoo! was canceted because they needed to do extensrve asbestos testlng, to
eesure'-that ho.one was exposed After the scttool year ended major constructlon went on until:the mornzng the students returned to:
schoo for the new school year, The teachers had the meet your teacher event ln the parkmg !ot because It was stil unsafe to enter the
b i dlng1 Returnlng teactsers qmckty dlscovered thata Iarge fa M Ev of Raccooes had moved in to the school dunng the summer {the .

nolse and constructron contrnued that year, 50 that they coutd f msh the Ilbraw and other key areas of the school whrle the studeots
were m school huﬂding pis ﬂna!iv stopped after the wmter break 2017 If all of th|s isn ‘ta ma}or d|srupooo, 1 dont koow what lst It's not
I|ke f e students who w||i be gomg to, Fleet who wil Just show up on the f rst day and the burlding wlII be new and ready. There isa blg

n the Iast schoot Board meet:ng, Ms 0 Grady stated that she thmks that diversity is strength and that our, k|ds get a tot from bemg :
with kids with bact(grounds from familles who have dlfferent baIance sheets, and that this wil help make our kids ready for the 2 ;




: Herghts nelghborhood is the best place to start Eooklng

V/R,'Rofss Hyarns i

century and for vrorking with-people of all different backgrounds. This is exactly what is happening at Abingdon right now! All of these
pleces are.in play. South Fairlington Is an :mportant part of this, and adds some of the demographic diversity that was stated as so '
: rmportant Furthermore, the school board stated that they did not want to lose sight if the FRL Issue, Asl dlscussed in detail above.
movmg South Falrilngton witl skyrocket the FRL vate at Ab]ngdon, and it will harm the aforementtoned dlversrty, as it is the planmng unit
WIth the Eargest amount of. students at Abrngdon There are other ways to assist Drew, wrthout harmsng Abmgdota The Coiurnbla

10/17/ss

Student Response

_ Dear'S_irs_ and Mac'!ar_n's,'_.'

i mi 'mom and my bmth

10/16/18

Keep S. Fairlington
at Abingdon

) Elementary School aII of the students from the southern part of Falrllngton would have to be bused to schoo! thereby smmf cantl

: he eterneatary' sohool .boundaries within
f ool board suggested spilttmg off the
southern part of Fasr]rngton from the rest of th 'Falrllngton nerghborhood and ptacmg twlthrn the boundaries for Drew Elementaw e
School 1am opposed to separatrng the chtsdren of Fairilngton rnto different eiementary schools My husband and 1 rnoved to Fairhngton
In 2010 wrth our two o[dest chiidren We feEi in tove wlth the communlty, and espec;at!y wrth the naghborhood echool that our chlldren -
could walk or. brke to. & iow have ong proud Abingdon gracluate, two more currently enrotted and a fourth who wrll begln

kindergarten In 2022 We Iove that not only can, we walk to and:home from school :as 2 famaiy but that our ch;idren £an practzce the
skills to walk to and fro n schiogl Independent[y The fact that Abingc :

) sy, safe walk: to and from our home in the, southern ™",
portlon of Falrﬁngton, enables our chlldren to de\relop lndependence, se awareness, and a sense of thelr nelghborhood Many famtiies '
wlthln the scruthem pa_ f Fa[rllngton walk and '

e to/from schoo! every day, trough they are offered bus s rwce, because of the
walkable streets wrth contlguous srdewalks They do this because Abéngdon is less than a mile from their homes f.rg oned to Dr

: Increasmg thelr commute fa school and ehmlnatmg the opportunity for them to walk or ride their bikes to schoal. Further, this i tncrease




in bus service demand would put a greater strain on APS transportatzon, |ncrease transportation costs, and increase the time demands

: learmng in relocatab!es and not havrng a piayground Many of the current an Sth grade studenls attended school on B constructron
. site durlng the 2016«2017 schoo! year, My current 4th g cler is one of those students She i 50 exc1ted to have been lnvolved in the
transformatron of the school and feels an Immense amount of przde rn belng able to attend her new" school Part of the beauty of A
Falrlrngton is the communlty Wihen fam|l{es seek out a horne, they often search for a place where thelr kids can have an actsve, A L
engaged and suppomve commumty ‘And, t
Rezonlng southern Fardrngton Into the Drew drstnctwou[d fray the b s of. communlty that we and oy nerghbors have orked so hard

: to. bullcl Thank yo for your tlme ancl { onslderatlon si

on bus servtces Qur communltv In Fairlington is connected by a pedestnan friendly bndge over 395 and hes fio major parks or
hlghways separatmg the southern portion from Ablngdon. Alteznattvely, if rezoned o Drew, students from the southern part of

Fa:rlrngton vvould have to cross multiple major roads and parks in their commute to Drew. ﬂnally, the entire Falrisngton communlty
worked closely together, those thh school-age chlldren, those_weth younger chs!dren, and those wsthout chrldren, to advocate for =
Ab;ngdon 's much needed renovahon Abtngdon stodents navi ated the changes assoclated wtth oegomg construction for a year P

is hard_to fnd We count ourselves as !ucky to have found our cornmunrty in Faldmgton b

rely, Rebecca Wyckoff Kim ©

10/16/18

: at Abingdon * -

To whom |t may concern I am wntlng in: reference to the: _. eetlng that_will soon take p]ace to determ;ne |f the chlldren irvlng in the
Southern portlon of the histonc Falrlington ne|gh rh sod | |n Arllngton, Vlrgtnia wlll be relocated for schooang porposes from the
Abmgdon school dlstrict to the Drew school dlstrtct. We were recently made aware that thzs was a posssb: ity, We. Iearned of our return B
to the D.C. area apprOX|rnateiy 13 rnonths ago. As soon as posstble_' we began planmng where to enrolt my otder daughter lnto daycare |
S0 that she, wou!d have a posmon near a-school that she wou[d attend the folluwlng year Her baby bmther also WIII requlre a spot In:
daycare next year He wrll be aI!owed onto the top ‘of the wait list for. hls slster's daycare due to slbllng preference Otherwrse, chrtdren
n be on daycare wa|t lrsts 12 years e advance before allowing admissmn So next year, as hrs ssster begrns schoolmg at Ab:ngdon, he :
wzi] have a spot ina daycare near her school Thls s Imperatave for commutlng purposes as both my husband and ¥ work We planned
to live ln a home near both schools I also an cefrently onboarding wrth a hospltal that will employ me at the urgent care rmmed|ately
outsrde of the South Falrllngton nelghborhood Proxlmlty of: the chtidren 'S school as we]l asmy Job and the | length of bus commute to my
3 job In Rosslyn were a]l carefully thought out ayear ago before movmg to tl'us area. Planmng for this was n an effort to :
relleve the general traff ic congestton in the D. C area as well as to be ab!e to spend quality trme with our klds dally before and after :
school We belreve this to be recredlbly Important for chlldren in general Piease consmler not sp]lttmg up thls nelghhorhood Fit must
happen, pl' '_ ) Ive at least als years notlce so that farmlles can p!an accordrngly In the NOVA area, we all must plan around the




10/16/18

Keep Fairlington
at One School

Good evenmg, I am a homeowner in South Fairlington, and I have atwo year old daughter that 1 was !ookrng fozward to walkrng to ' :
school atAbrngdon one day. My nerghbors rave about the, schoo! and it is sucha great part of the Falrllngton communrty 1 don’t want
my daughter to have 10 take the bus to school at Drew whlle her friends on the other ssde of Falriington, Wh° we play with at the -
Falrllngton comrnunlty center Ilterally every day, get to go to Abrngdon Whether North or South all Fa;;ilngton resuients identify as -
Farrllngton We have parades together, farmers markets, share the commumty center, and conslantiy waik in the entlre Fairllngton
nelghborhood regardless of w]-uch side of 395 we are on, o dlvide Falrlington into separate schools seems lke a sad way to dwsde the_
commumty T had heard such great things about the communlty mvolvement at Abmgdoa, and 1 know part of. that |s because of the
special atmosphere we have in Falrizngton ltself I would hate to see my daughter have o go to a dlfferent hool

the same communlty feel, Please keep all of Fa|rl|ngton together at Abingdon Slncereiy, i(aren Chandler :

: commumty

ifs an_'APS teacher, T respect that there are many _issues_e_t play here. Thank you for taking the time to consider my point of view, -




L __'Slncere_ly,__ .

Megan Detweller

10/15}18 ) .K.eep P Henry
Boundaries Same
for Fleet School

Dear School Board County Soard Members and Dr Murphy, i :

Please reconstder recent proposed chang s to the boundanes for Fteet that do not tnclude att of the current Henry plannlng unlts If
Ireducing the FRL”_ te. Is the new ovel all pnonty of APS ‘then't should be done un|forrnty across the county and not errattcally, _
§-:mpactmg only certaln schoots and nelghborhoods Furtherrnore i the Board i iS5 _
to very. recent communsty concems wlth those boundanes, It must equally constder ow commumtys steadfast support for boundarles v
that keep Henry together at Fleet Please honor your, prevtous statements regardmg keeplng the Henw Etementary commuml:y together

Patrrck _tteow.bar.ént G

) ng to recons der the proposed l}oundartes ln response

at Fleet Breakmg us apart |n an .attempt for 2 qumt( f ix to a county wide probtem of enequat FRL rates is not an equztabte solutlon

Chtl_s_'Gab'_eI 3

iof Falrllngton into dtfterent elementary schools

|Dividing the F_airﬁngton_"comrn ity is ttt~adyleed for a number of reasons.

1 Atthoogh the southern part of r-alrimgton falls outside the “walk zone" it remalns withln a 1 mt!e radrus of Ablngdon. Due to the

: day My chlldren are currently !earmng to Tide their. blkes in hopes of belng arnong theur fr|ends and neighbors who already rlde Re- ; g
: Zonlng the Falrlmgton nelghborhood to Drew Elementary would negate their, ablt ty to bike as it woulcl not be safe nor convenlent Even i

L Irke many lndwu:luats m my commumty, am concerned about the cent school board d|scusstoa about the elementary school _
oundanes wsthm the Fa|rl|ngton nelghborhood Whl]e drscussmg potentta_ b_oundary proposa!s, tt was suggested that Fa ngton could
be dmded and the southern part of Farrimgton coutd be anry d by Dr W Ele entary Sch 'oI_ 1 am opposed to separabng the chlldren :

contiguous sidewalks, ‘a 5|gn|f‘ cant number of stude Ik or blke to school from this part of Falrlmgton every_

there were a “safe route“ for them to btke fo school they wou!d not be able to phystcally navlgate up and dowo the hs!ls between thelr :

thome and school, -




. All students from the southern part of Falriington would need to be bused to Drew beeause the walk would be nelther practtca! nor. i
safe for children. This wouid puta greater strarn on APS transportatron and wouId hkely arequlre that APS expand bys servlce in the
: nelghborhood ' DR : : : : : : :

c._Transportrng students from Farrlrngton to Drew would srgmﬁcantly lengthen the amount of trme that k:ds spend on the bus every day ;
Many parents who seldom or never drwe thelr chlldren to Ablngdon woutd I;kely choose to drive therr chrldren to Drew, rncreasmg :

] boundary roads

Homes n the southern part of Falrllngton currently have n_ ma_ror parks or hrghways separatmg them from Ahlngdon. The o -
: boundary" of 395 sa pedestrian fnendly street wrtb srdewalks and does not requrre crogsing guards {0, marntam safe walkrng

" b There are severaE ma}or barners "‘ncludrng meitipte ma]Of roads and parks that effectrve! separate the

ommunity in Fairfington -
from Drew RN

_lble to make a come!or to grve the lmpresslon of contrgu;ty .y rnctudsng portlons of Shrrlington, <
_pared to the naturai proxrmity of comrnunrtres that are actuatly contlguous w|th the communlty e

C. Whlte Tt would be theoretrca!iy p
; such a corrrdor wouid be artiﬂ i

around Drew

: a. The Fairlingtor_\_'olannino unit 1n question is attuailrr adjaeent to Abingdon, .

o 4. Dis_ru}étiqg/_sma_iuty s

: : a The Falrhngton community, 1nc|ud£ng_ he farmlres of Faarllngton, was a prlmary advocate for Ablngdon s much-needed schooi
renovation, Dureng the renovation, Abrngdon studentsl ;

rned in re|ocatable classroorns, went without a playground and dealt wrth the




One final po'int 'I' cannot éitate thh enough urgency,

: in Arhngton that take the responstbr

':; noise of constructlon for a year. Many of the, students currently at Abingden (2nd throogh 5th graders) attended school ona g
Zeonstruction site during the 2016 2017 school year and even had to be cked down (and subsequently miss a schoo! day) due to a:

hazardous matenals concers in the bul|dln

: b, My chrldren are particuiarly suscaptlble to this type of dlsrus}tron Hawng come out the other srde of the construction they are f nally
dina physmal and mental state where they have built up brust relatlonshlps wlth their teachers, schooi councdors, and the admlnlstrative
staff at Abmgdon Elementaly L SRR o ' :

G _Thrs construct:on and my chrldren s persona! susceptibaizty to rt and othear !lfe event changes dlsrupted and wouEd further to dlsrupt

therr educatron for ayears ir-fo submlt these students to further drsruptlon. R

When it comes to pr Xir
famsiles i moved to Drew. -

F_airltngton Is one commua;ty Our famlEzes work together to face our common

: chat[enges, oer children share parks and pools, we have a SK a farmers market summer swrm teams, and parades to mark oUr -

holidays, Many of us moved to Falrlmgton because we wanted our famtires to be cornmunally engaged and there are few nerghbnrhoods
__of comrnunsty engagement as senm.isly at ven
active and engaged and with two votlng stattons wrth over 1500 voters on each_5|de,
the county Abrngdons cornmunity of North and South Falrilngton should be an example of what APS stnves for when creatlng school :
zones Burldrng a communlty arouad a school is a dlﬁ‘ cult task—- 1 hope that APS wrlt realrze that when an lvésted community exrsts (45

: rllngton The Fasdlngton Crvrc Assocl' i

ariy double every other crvrc _asﬁomahon in.

"10/15/18

Keep P Henry
Boundaries Same
for Fleet School

Ahead of the School Board‘s upcoming declslon on new etementary houndanes, the Patrlck Henry communlty ts anxrous and upset about
how. these changes may 1mpact ts move to Fleet EEementary in Septemher 2019, To reference APS': own wonisng, "On April 7, 2016 the
School Board ldentsfted Patrlck Henry Elementary as the school commuruty that will occupy the new elementazy school * That Fleet 1
would be the “New Et_ entary Schoot forthe Henry Communrty," |s repeatedty referenced in neady every presentatlon posted on
Fleet‘s pro;ect websrte Whrch !eads me to ask who does the Schoo! Board thlnk the “Henry Communlty is, IF not the current students
and famllres that attend, oEonteer at anct are dedzcated to the Natlonal Biue Rrbbon success of Patrick Henry’ ' i




Hit's because some School Board memt}ers mstrected staff to. change the proposed boundarres in an effort to reduce Drew’s FRL rate, o
: While reduczng Drew S FRL rate Es important the process used for |rnptementrng that c!ecrsion is nat consrstent wrth pnor APS goais for:
redrawmg schoot boundarles For months, APS in cated that be!ancrng all'of its pollcy consrderatlons atall schoo!s was |mportant But :
as of October 10th, APS is pnontrzmg drfferent pollcy consrderatlons at drfferent schools For examp!e by preservrng Randolphs
: boundaries, whlch keeps the FRL rate at 67‘? in exchange for an all- walkable schoo|, the Board is showrng that proxrmrty ismore "\ :
' tmportant than dwersrty there, But by focusmg n reduclng the FRL rate at Drew, they are prrorltrzlng demographlcs over ari the other

: irnpactrng onEy certarn sr:hoo!s and nerghborhoods Furthermore, if the Board 15 gomg to recoossder the proposed boundartes in response

E_t[_en _G_ab_e o

It's very troubling to see proposed boundarv maps for Fteet that do not rnctude all of the current I-Eenry plannrng unrts The pro;}osed

boundary map shared with the commumty on September 26 2018 exciuded two of Henrys Planning Units. Even more upsetting was - :
the proposa! from the October 10, 2018 work Session ‘which forther eroded the Henrv communrty, by removing southern p!anntng units :
from Fleet end potentlally zon;ng them to Drew E!ementaty Why tear apart the Henry communlty and bus them to Drew? Apparently, B

pollcy conederatrons

If ;’educmg the FRLra e s the new overall pnonty or APS then it should be done eeaform!y ecross the countv aod not errahcalhr,

to very recent communrty concerns wlth those boundarres, it aust equally consrder our comrnumty s months and months iong adamant
support for boundarles that keep Hen ; v i ]

As the fi naI dectsrons of. movrng Patru:k Henrv to Flee__ re made, the Henry ommunlty has more. than honored our part of the deal, G
Irwng with constructlon at the i homas Jefferson srte and rnovrng our chr[dren from their farnllrar, exrstmg school, Please honor your part
by keeptog the Henry Eiernentary communsty together at Fleet rnstead of breeklng s apart i an attempt for a qwck fix to a county :
W|de problern of unequal FRE. rates : RS - :

Sineereiy, :

10/15/18 -

: boundarres Thls pmposal has createci an uproar wrth the iocal Farr]lngton Facei}ook page and there is much opposrtron to the idea.’T wil
] not go tnto why thrs isa bad rdea for the commumly aslam sure that vou are well aware of the arguments agal_ :
: changes however I would Ilke to refer you toa chahge org<http llchang

e_l[o eepec_ted B_oar_d Memhers and éoperintende_nt Murp_hy,'

am wrrtmg you to express my deep concern regardlng the recent proposed changes to the Fairlrngton neighi]orhood school. :

the proposed

g> petttton that Is galnlng mo

. _https:l/www.ohange.org/p[ keep—al];fairlinpton;'students-at-abingdon«eterne_ntary_—no—an%}exi_ng-fe_l_rlj_n_gto_n_— G
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: Thrs lssue is zmportant to those in the communlty and smportant enough that lt \mEi effect our vote durmg the next election. Please do
e what is best for the ne|ghborhood ancl keep_the boundarles as is. . : ) Vi
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'Keelp Sauth
Fairlington at
Abingdon

Thank.you_have'a great day. '.«_- l)er_e_k Fronahar_g'er: ;

; there are a d|ver5|ty of opmlons and values to conslder

iAs the mother of a two-year-o!d ancl a South Fa|rl|ngton omeowner,

Hell_o, -

First of all I want to thank you all for your work _o 1

half of alI Arllngtomans 1 know iti 15 3 challenge to do any re—zonmg prolect and

lea_rned _w_lth-a_larm th_a_t APSrs corasldéring rnoving'South. :
Falrllngton ot of the Ablngdon zone B : I T

Abmgdon is an anchor of. the Fairhngton commumty, north and south My daughter is 2 and she regularly plays at the playground
adJacent to. the school, 1 ran the 5k th|5 5pnng and she and my. husband came to cheer me on, we know famﬂres whose older chlldren
go the e We have watched wrth excrtement as the school has begun to take advantage of ll‘.S recent renovatlons :

; for rezon;ng, I was suzpnsed to see that we are not in the “expanded walk zone“ for Abmgdon (sisde 9. Our home (3356 S Wakef‘eld |
15t is half '
: reasonable to hlnk that walk that any 7- or 8-year-o|d could take a!one should be considered "prox|mate for purposes of re-zonlng

from Abmgdon The walk Is pleasant and short and al w;th;n what we conssder "our" ne:ghborhood It seems

Another key va!ue, Contrgulty, would be totally thwarted by removlng us rrom Ablngdon South Farrlsagtoa is a unlque corner of
Arlington bordered by North Fairllngton on one side and by Alexandna on *alt other sides, Thls means that separatmg our:
neighborho d from Ablngdon would slice us off from our ="only"‘ Arlington neaghbors We would be forced to send our. lods to school
much farther away and totailv unwa]kable frorn our homes : : ;

The umque archstecture, layout and hsstory of the commumty is such that all-of Falrlsngton truly functtons as a un;ﬂed neighborhood

|We share the FalrEéngton Communlty Center, rncludlng the farmers' market and soccer field and the soon-to-be-resovated playground




We share Shirlington \nllage, its ilbrary and s?zops and movle theater, We share the Fairtmgton Babysnttmg Co -0p, of which we are
members and through which we have become friends W|th North F rlmgton Familigs, And we share Abingdon. We are frlends and I
wou!d be counter to the APS keyy values and to th spin communlty o ceange our school zone :

Please.ke_ep Fairlington 'u'n'ited and keep S_ou_th _Eairlington in _the Ab_ing_don zo'ne e

Thank __y.oo,. ¥

Helen _Vera a_rsd E’aui 'MeLaoghiin

; Our outrage was 1mrned|ate when we SaW. vuu proposlng to move in opp05|t|on to ALL pnnctp!es of healthy communlty maﬂagement ln .
this case, you are ;Jroposmg to separate a communlty that has worked trretessly o keep itself whole FairEngton.is a communsty that has :
; overcome what most commun;tses cannat. Fa rllngton has overcome ao §-lane Interstate nghway rlght through the middle of the :
. communlty Shame on you for proposmg an acﬂon that will unclermme the decacles of work by parents and communlty Ieaders to keep 4

b our naghborhood together. You shoutd be do:ng the opposrte and ce1ebrate and keep who[e the Falrtsngton communlty IR

o i Reconslder your proposat and Ieave Falrlington chlldren together at Ablngdon Elementary School We absoiutely Wiil remember your
.indlwdual final actions, when e nextvote We wm remember your f“na'l decrsuon S i w S

: :Sinc_ereiy_, . _': :

ZAnn'Bow:nan Smith and Richard M. Smith




10/16/18 Keep S. Fairlington |
at Abingdon

wou!d lncrease traﬁ' ic for those parents who would have t drwe thelr chi dren to s'_ _oo -'!n this day & age when chrldhood ob by is
atan a1| time hlgh why wouid you want to take walkmg to schoo] away from chlld 7= 395 Is not a Fairhngton "bound ry garn, the
: great sroewalks we have make at easy to walk across the brldge to schooi : :

‘ rhank you,_Taryn_Ha_bberley Proud _Fairl'ing'ton pare'rit B

Go_od aft_erno_on,_ S

i am wrltlng in regards ko the recent school board drscussmn of etemeatary school boundanes wrthln the Farrllngton nezghborhood I am
opposed to separatrng chridren from the southern part of Fa:rllngton from Abmgdon EEementar\y to Drew Elementary for 5 eral reasons

1 Walk ab||rty' W:th conteguous srdewatks a smmf cant number of students from the southern part of Falrlrngton walk or nde their.
blkes/scooters to school. Eussng children past their local school to ano!her schoo! would put unnecessary stra|n on the APS and[or

2, Falrllngton is one communrtyl r We share parks & pools, a Sk specrficaiiy for a member of the cornmunrty, farmers market, paracles v
for. holldays & 0 much, rnore he'F_air_llngto_n Civie As_so_ciation is yery _actwe and enga_ge_d_ ﬁwr h oye_r 1,500 _voter_s (betwe_e t_wo__voting ;
SlBtIDns), we nearly double other civic assocratmns in the county Abmgdon 'commu '_ ty (of both the _north and south sldes SRR
Fatrhngton} should be somethmg APS_stnves for when buﬂdlng school zones S ' 8

: separatmg them From. Abmgdon The "boundary“ of 395 I a pedestrran fnendly street with sidewalks and does not requlre crosslng j

_De'a'r'. r\rl_ingto_n County ;Séhool-Board, o

I am a resldent of South Fairllngt o and I wrrtmg ln regard to the recent school board dlscussmn about the elementary school _
boundaries wlthln the Fairllngton ne|ghborhood Wh|!e drscussmg potentrat boundary proposals, lt was suggested that Fa|rl|ngton could

populatton over mult|p[e non waikable boundarv roads 3 Cont|guity a South Falrlsagton currently has no major parks or hlghways




o gquards to maintain safe watking conditions, b. ‘Fhere are several major barrlers, including multiple major roads and parks, that

| Si_rﬁw'_ce'rel_it; | '. -

- Ran_d_al Black -

effectwely separate the commua:ty in South Fairhngton from Drew. [ Whlle it would be theoretlcally pussmfe to make a corridor to give
the lmpresslon of contrgulty by mcludmg portrons of Shlrlrngtoa, such a corridor would be artifictal compared w the natural proximity of
communltles that are actually contlguous wrth the communlty around Drew d. The South Falrhngton pfannlng unlt actua%iy adjacent

to Abingdon 4 Dlsmptlon]Stablllty 3 The Farrhngton communrty, mc!udang the famlt ies of South Fairllngton, was a prrmary advocate for
Ablngdon s much-needed schoal, renovatto Durmg the renovatron Ablngdon students learned in relocatabie ciassrooms went wethout aj
playground, and dea[t the hoise of constry for a year Many of the students currenﬁy at Abmgdun (an through Sth graders) were
affected by the engomg construction dunng the 2015 2017 school year ancl e\ren had to be Iocked down (and subsequently miss @
hoot day) due toa hazardous materials concem ln the burldlng. b Thls constructeon dlsrupted thelr education and It would be unfalr toi
submrt these stedents to. further dlsruptlon When |t comes to proxlmlty, eft" clency, dlsruptionjstabihty, and contlgudy there are no galnsgg
and slgnlﬂcant |osses for. South Fairlrngton farnilies i! moved to Drew One fil nal polnt I cannot state with enough urgeacy, Falrnngton s
one commun:ty Our farnrlles work together to face our comrnon challenges, our. chl[dren share parks and pools, we have a 51{ a. ;
farmers market summer swim teams, aﬂd 'p ades to mark our holldays Many of us moved to Fairllngtun because we wanted our BRERT
famlhes to be communally engaged and there arg few nerghborhoods rn Arlington that take the responsmlhtv of commumty engagement :
as serlousl ; Fairlmgton. The Fa|rlrngton Civlc Assoc ) ion Is vezy actlve and engaged and wrth two votmg statrons wrth over 1500
voters on eacl srde, we nearly dou 'every oth rgivic assocratlon in the county Abrngdons commumty of North and South Falrilngton _'
should b 'an example of what APS strwes for when creatlng school zoaes Bullding a communlty around a school Is a |fﬂcult tas G RN
hope that APS wIII reatize that when an invested cnmmunlty ex:sts |t is criticai that it he preserved

10/16/18

keep Fairlington
One Community
at Abingdon

This is an ex‘tremely irnportant rssue, 50 I apprecaate your tlme 1am an IB-year Falrhngton realdent and a pareat of wo young children
who attend Abrngdon Tam wrltlng in regard to the recent school board preposal about the elementary school boundanes WIthtn our
Fatdmgton ne{ghburheud Dlscussed p entral houndary proposals, it was suggested that Fairilngte ) cuuld be divided and the seuthern
part of Fairllngton could be annexed by Brew Etementary Schooi I am opposed to separahng the chlldren of Falrtlngton ! understand
that demographlcs and econom1c dsvemlty are 1mportant con5|derateons for the Board I Iove that Farr]lngton has the economlc and
cultural dlversrty that it does However, tam conceroed that in the effort to balance another school s demographics the Board would
lnadvertently increase Ablngdon s free and reduced meals (FARMS) [evels 5|gn|f'cantly Thls is not the best cholce, especmttv when an
alternative soiutron is avallable that wouId keep Absngdon s FARMS uader 50% thIe also brlng Drew E] percentage of FARMs down The
proposai to annex South Falrlington WI|| harm Ab]ngdon and the Falrllngton commun|ty where other optlons W|It benefi t Drew, wrthoet a
detnment o the annexed nelghborhood Abmgdon isa Trtle 1 school that has been struggllng to keep lts head above water for. years It

s economically and culturally diverse, Waich is one of the best things about it. The faculty at Abingdon teaches our kids that our




drfferences are what meke us speciai Last year, | the percentage of children receiving FARMS at Aoingcion was over, 47% Annexing the .
south side of Fairlington students out of the schoot (1/3 of the non-FARMS students), would increase Its FARMS rate to 60% or more, -
Secondly, Ablngdon lsin Fairirngton Itis iess than 1 rnile from my house and it is our. nerghborhood schoot Although the southern pazt .
of Fairiington falis ouixide the “walk zone" it remains within a 1—m||e radius of Ablngdon. Bue to the waikeble streets wrth contrguous )
sidewatks, a stgnifi cant number of studenis walk or. b:ke to school from this part of Fa;riington everv day. 1 have two children a '
Abingdon and we frequentlv walk or side our bikes to the schoo! rnstead of taking our assagned E}us We can nde from our home on the i
south srde of Fairtmgton to Abingdon in 4 msnutes Its a great way. to start the day. If the south srde of Fairllngtoo Is, annexed ali
students From the southern’part of Falrlangton would to be bused: to Drew because the walk would not be safe and the dlstanc
would be to far, This wouid put a greater strarn on APS transportatron and would ||keiy requrre that APS expand bos servrce in the .
neighborhood Whlc ' last year was a problem because of: a shortage of | buse_-; anci bus drivers We moved to Fairly ngton to avord that
Hvery th:ngﬁbecause : convenient to their schooi'a_ d so many other. th|ng51 1 hate the idea of my klds and t'_
longer bus rides in th morning and afternoon That just wastes time fhat they cooid be plavlng wnth friends, doing homework [
extracurricular activstses, unwrndrng frorn a buw day or spendrng time wrth Family If we wanted OLE!' klds to spend a lot of time on a bus
we would have moved farther aut to Fairfax, ori Prince erliam. 1 grew up in‘the countrv and mv bus ride was extremely long and awfui g
Fte!atedlv, buslng all of. the ktds from the south de to Drew is inei’ﬂcrent and will § :ncrease ‘the transportation costs Adttitiona! buses, _
needed for a ionger penoci of time, wootd be required to move the majorrty of Fa;rirngton s Iarge studeet populabon over muttapie non-
ore buses on the roads for 10 er tnps causes more trafr ic on resrdentiai stfeets, more wear. and tear on the.
| of those are thsngs th at th ] Board coulcl and shouid avord durlng th;s redrstncting process Aiso, contrguity—
homes re the southern part of. Farriington have n ma;or parks or. highways separating them from Abingdon The "boundarv" of 395isa '
: pedestrlan rrendly st '_
walking condztions In contrast there are severai ma]or bamers, rnctuding multipte maJor roads and parks that separate the comrnumty
: In Fairlmgton from Drew lts_ much fartheri Your proposa] makes no sense tome,1 haven't seen any. pros to th;s proposai at ail Taking
] piece of a. modei schooi and throwrng |t into aeother doesn't make two model schools The Fa' ngton plannrng unik in questron is .

r fnends 5|tt|ng on

walkal:ile boundarv road :

roacls and more poIIutlo_ N

et wrth extra—wrde ssdewalks on. both srdes, blke lanes and does not reou]re crossmg guards to maintaln safe

ebmarv when vou attended the FCA meetreg which includ a show ase of the newa renovated

adjacent to Abingdon ; ecat _
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of the opportunity to conttnue to a0 to the beautiful school that they advocated for, supported and were. lnconvenlenced by i Is not :
acceptable. When k& comes to demngraphlcs proximlty, efficiency, dlsruptmnjshab:ilty, and contlgmty there are no gains and 5|gn|ﬁcant
losses for APS, Abingdon and these Fasrhngton families if moved to Brew. One fi na! pumt that cannot be uverstated Fas;lmgton is une ;
community Ttis 5P |al and umque there is noth 1 ke it ln Arlington ur even the Mel:rc DCarea. Anyone whu has spenl: any tlme
here knows that to be true And that’s why we decn:led to live here, We wanted the commumty the Lhvic actlvism, the communlty ;
fes work
together to face our common chal!enges, qur chiEdren share parks and pno!s, we have a SK race, farmers market surnmer smm_ _'
teams, and parades to rnark our holldays. Many of us moved to Fairlxngton because we wanted our families to be cpmmunally engaged K
There are few nelghborhoods in Arlington that take the responslblhty of ummsmity engagement as senouslv ag Falrlmgtun The o
Fairlington Clwc Assoua n s very actlve and engaged i nd with two  voling statlons Wlth over 1500 voters on eac .Slde, we nearly

center and the neighborhood schooi Cur houses are ttny and our plumbmg 15 old and ternble, but we love this place Our fa_

: Regards,' ;

Please ﬁnd attached a letter from the Board of Dlrectors of- the Falrlmgtun cOmrnons Councll of Co«Owners regardlﬂg propnsed school . ﬁ .
boundary changes pntenti" : '

affectlng Ablngdon Elementary Scho

And_rea_:__Sularz',' President 'Bu_a'rd_of Birectors Fairlington Commons Cpuncll_pf_Co-Owneré B

Keep S.Fairhngton
at Abingdon

To Whem 1t May Concem,”:

Iarn Wrstan in:'regards:tp th pet nt r_édiét IIt'ng_o'f Soﬁt_'h' Fa_ér_llngt_dnf m Abine_jdo_n'te Eére_w. L

As a parent of, yuung children who wlll enter APS shortly, 1am concerned that lf my chlld ls redlstricted they wlII not he able to walk or




If seat to Drew, the distance would be twice what it Is to Abingdon and require the crossing pf two major roads.

IPlease cansider this request for all c__h'ilc_ire_r_\_lr}_s_quth_ féifl_lngto_r} who could walk this saving the county additional busses.

S'aféh'G'isriel T

b I am wrltmg regardmg the € ementary schnol boundary process m South Admgton I know that one uf the objectwes in EStabllshmg new!':
elementary schao] boundar[es Is to ensure that studems remam in as, close pruxlmlty as posslble to thelr assngned schoo! in order to RRte

_5 c.(_,;g;;_a_@;s-e__ o xb__;n:g;a@n_;ﬁf
Pt House o Atngion
?'Dsésf_ﬁqﬂ%? :t:t_’_D.few_
atest o o Drow
Clnsesti-!nuse toFIeet

Farthest House to Fleet * " -

Squ_thef_ri Fa_iﬂingfoa e S

3 i'ni.les




‘I Cotumbla Heights .

16 miles

There ere several conclusions that can be drawn frem'_th_i_s_data

1. AEE of suuthern Fatr]mgton is w;thm 1 m:!a cf Ablngdon ThIS is area that by county standards can celve a walk de5|gnatlcrn The L
walk from all of southern Falrlington crusses no major roads or _ther obsncales and features contlguous sidewalks for the ent|re :
d;stance 1t wuuld not be unreasonab!e for the county to expand the walk de gnat n for Abmgdon to |nc|ude southem Falrlmgton En

1 f pnrt n.of th Columbza Hexghts netghborhood would be with in - ?
walkmg (isstance of Drew (mthout cansidering the necesslty of crossmg GEebe Road) : ;

3, The fa he t. house In Co!umina Helghts frnm Drew wnuld be equ; |stant wuth the r.losest house In southem Falrlmg on to Drew In_ :
: other words aﬂ of Colurmbia Helghts is closer to Drew than any of souther Fanrisﬂgton o ' ;




b 4, None of southero Falrlmgton Is within walking drstaace of Drew Furthermore, walk;ng condrtrons between the entire southern __ :

£ Fairlington communlty and Drew involve multiple, ma]or obstacles Perhaps most. S|gn|F cantly, wh|Ee a pedestnan and bike friendly bridge :
“ispans 395 between southern Fa|r[tngton and Abmgdon, there is o easﬂy walkable ar c!early safe hlghway crosslng between soul‘nern

Fa;r]mgton and Di'ew ; - s

ciThe proposal to send the chl]dren of southem Fasrlrngton to Drew fa||s the test of proxlmlty the distance for even the closest parts of
= thecomm"'

i Farrhngton wrthrn the Abingdon troundanesJ the county has the opt|on of expanding the walk zone to ease demands on county L

: g also result ln a srgnrﬂcant Increase of the F&RL rate at Abéogdoo to approxrm't b GQU/

/ are not reasonably walkahle, the route crosses se\reraE signlflcant obstacles and is not emformly safe for walking and
b|king chrldren, and bus ndes wouid be ssgnlt‘cantly Ionger than the, current bus to Abmgdun Furthermore, by keeplng sosrthern

tra nsp ortation

Th|s data also oemonstrates that in terms of proxlmlty, Columbla Heights does provrde - surtab!e alternatlve, i the boundary cornmittee ;
is Iookrng 1. add addrtronal plannlng units to Drew Etementary When co' srderect agamst the crrterra agasnst of creatrng clemographlc
dlverslty W|th|n schools addmg Columb|a Heights to Drew would aiso reduce the totai FBRL percentaga a Drew, wlthout causmg a

51gnsf cant sprke :n the F&RL. rate at Fteet (Shrmng southem Fa rllngton to Drew_would aEso reouce the &RL rate

ew, butwould

In thls case, both me cntena of proxrmlty and dwersrty soggest that addmg CoEumbra Herghts to Drew Eiernentary Sr.hool is @ much
more in l|ne W|th the county s boundary pnorrttes than mcorporating southem Falrllngton Into Drew. Southem Fairllngton is rnost e
pr xlmate to Abmgdon, where is also serves to mamtaln Ablngdon 3 dernographlc drversity (as measured by the F&RL rate)

S_incerelv,_Mike Rosenberger_- L

10/13/18

Boundary Changes

for Drew
Elementary

; their decrsro ] do wttat Is best for Drew and not cave to farnllres protestlng Some of my. neighbors are fi ghtrng to keep Falrllngton :

Hi th e're,

ttfe. ones who will attend Abrrsgdon Elementary Schooi m the next 4 years. Pl |
ng_ Co!umbra Hezghts nerghborhood to Drew Logmtlcally, lt mekes the most sense. .They are closest to Drew, and one of .
erse socioeconomrc neighborhoods. Som_ famrl may be. resrstant o change and not want to be zoned for, Drew because :
of its ranklng o' ’ urrent c!emographms lut those 1 _'_sons are not acceptable Years from now, the Board should be proud they, stooti by

Wanted to prowde my oprnlon ass rnother of tw )
conslder

Unlted And wh|le ) agree the soﬁthern assouatrons shou[tt stay zoned for Ablngdon, it ss purely loglstlcai Falr[sngton is not as close to

‘ Drew as Cotumbla Herghts Movmg these steoents woutd cause more b

-for transportatlon and cause more trafﬁc. E




Thank you for considering. .

Jenni Hogan =
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: October 10

Concerns w ith's s

the bouhdarles o, the extent they nclude most of the Henry unlts at Fleet. .
S rnvntes Board actzon on erroneous data APS destgned a communrty engagement calendar that began last Spnng The. Henry ccrnmunxty'. -
B has worked tjrelessly to engage in the process as des .gned by th ounty To enttrely '_ nore _enrys concems/comments]support is a :
o senous mlstake hat should be corrected Immediatety and pubiicl .

All, i

I erl have several comments concernlng the unfoldrng boundary process, but hope ls easrest for you to take into.account each or my BE
comments rfI separate them into several emails. Ptease also know that I respect you ; s staff and appreoate that you are under ve:y
dn‘f‘ cult tlme constramts and dtrectwes i w1|| be_emat!zng my comments dlrectly to the hoard members as weii as they. are the ones
' ol reformulate your. consrdered wo '

ork. None of that ES eant as a cntlct

of the professmnal staffl

r ms tbat the presentatron grven to the Board at: October 10 working group was lnaccurate because it dsd not account for wi
any feedback from the Henry commun]ty in support of the proposed boundanes as they were drawn Tknow I exg}ressed that support :

and belleve others d as well lt Is (:ertamh.r th case that the supp' _ h been expressed over the last fing months, pubEicIy and often._ :
For the presentatlon to omlt that fact Ieaves the pressmn that there are concerns & other schools, but no countervallmg supportf g

I ﬂnd that rnrsleadmgJ rnaccurate, and daagerous as It

th'an accompanyang exp]anatlon of how it IS taking lnto account L
the cornrnunrtys :nput 1] that rs not done, to me at Ieast it reveais that whlle the Board SAYS Is is concemed about the commumtys :

10/17/18

Responses to
Emails

Thank you,. .




Jannifer -

“10/14/18 :

Smpact of PU. T
I i iGood ev_ening'everyone%

L For the most part, I am no stranger to severa! of You,’ 1 have served two years as PTA co-pres;dent at Ablngdun, 1 5 yrs + as BLPC _' i
Cha]r for the school ] rennvatlon aed constructlon, as weII as the Abmgdon representatwe on the South Artlngton Workrng Group I have {
been E: actwe and engaged P arent to my two APS krds of whlch Iam very proud - : : AT s :

i My Livic engagement was not anct is not limited Yo the school I was a co—founder and Vice Pre5|dent of the Fasrlmgton MOMs Ciub
: _3. served onthe boafd of the" ounty admmlstered Falrlington Coope__ ve Playgroup and about to comp!ete my second year as a board
'_ : member on the Falrlmgton Citizens Association I have ||ved in Fa;nngton for 15 years, on both the “nort ¥ and “sout srde (no
w 3_ : reallzrng such a dlstlnction mattered) I arn proud of my commltment to_this nelghborhood and communlty

AII t_hal: .to' sa.y.'..

'knovv_ mv netg_haorl_roo_d_ﬁand my 'schoo!'_ve_rv |

on October 10 the same day my 8 year otd scootezred to schooi on Bike and Walk to Schoo! Day (no more than 10 minutes), when the_
School Board was holdlng its work sessmn, B was “at our monthly civic ass cial |on meeting At o meetsog, Vrrglnla House of . Delegates e
representatsve, Mark Le' i comntended Falr]mgton for its civic engagement and its remarkable voter partlcupat]on rate, 1 have heard g1
Countv Board members and ot
consderatlon to move South Falr

nginla polrtlcr Hs echo those same seatiments at prevrous meetlngs The ;rony of: the School Board' i

out ofA _ngdon was ndt iost on me

1 wnte you today, not ina PTA or FCA ofF cial- capaclty hut as a resident and parent wrth a vested |nterest In the wel]beang of my schoo!_ :
and communlw ; : :

e I am aware of the ietters you have recewed from Fairlington residents and I no doubt realize you are receiving similar anes from other -

So Tam tryrng to put mysetf in your posltlon. I I were on the 5chooi Board and charged wzth making new schoo! attendance zones
: how would I approach it? What crltena would matter to me? : : : R

: I_think I-_vvoul_d start_ by.as_sesslng_ e_ach p_lann_ihg_ _onit that is i_Je_ g considered re-zoned for Drew, " °

hat rofe does 2 given planring unit Fave in is current school commuagty? What would it mean to that school community if that




i program The PTA prowdes much needed resources for certaln members of the school communlty

= planning unit were to be removed? For the past 12 years (as far back as know), planning unit 36130 (South Fairlington) has -
: “Hirepresented between 25% to 75% of the PTA leadership. Every year. These past three years, South Falrllngton has represented 60% to |
+175% of the PTAS board Witen Abingdons Project GIFT was belng con5|dered for eilmination, Tk was a group of Falrhngton families (Ied
by South Falr]lngton PTA co-prestdent) that led the charge W|th petltrons and advocacy to save it. When the school was up for CIP.:2 : _
con5|deration for renavation and constructéon, the parents mvolved with. leadmg the advocacv charge were from Falrllngton '(I'Joth srdes)
in terms of PTA rnvolvement (memhership and volunteensm), planmng unlt 36310 does moze for Abmgdon than many ottter planmog

ed, That should count for somethlng

o Havmg been PTA co-presldent I can share wrth you that monetary contrlbutlons from p]annlng unit 363 10 is dlsproportlonately higher_f_:_ :
: Ithan other plannlng unlts zoned in the school As a Title 1'school, this means that those moeaes go to thlngs like buying winter. coats
*land eyegtasses, pur aslng Thanksglvmg dlnners for farnll[es and supportlng after. schooi programs like Kids Cardinal Club ment i
Not ai! PTAs that are adJacent to.
. Drew. must mat(e_ these carefud ﬂnanclal a§|ocat|ons, nor do they serve as Iarge a proportlon of students on free and reduced Iu 1 '
removlng thls it cal source of functzng and mvoivement there witi i}e an adverse effecton the schoo! and 1ts students That should

community artd one netghborhood W|th Ablngdon in lt How does thls compare to other piannlng uI'IItS under con5|derat|on? Would
other planning enits feel the same loss of connechon to therr (current) schools nezghborhood? Lo

How wsEI accesabnhty to a new schoo! lmpact tt:e ptannlng unlt'? What is the dlfference for th|s planmng un|t between transportation to 2
school now vs, ata proposed re—zoned school? The majorlty of ptannlng unlt 36310 ilves within 1 mlle of Ablngdoa Al S|dewalks Only Rk
stop stgns. No traffic nghts There are no other p!anmng unlts outside of Abingdon s current walklng zone that can cEalm thls That
shou!d count for somethmg s : : g : :

Movmg p!anning unlt 36310 to Drew involves 4 traft“c I[ghts and a trar’r ic cnfcle that VDOT Is revrew!ng for safety OR take you past
Abmgdon to get to there. The d fference between gettmg to these two schools is stark. T wou!d urge you, to comoare these differences
: when !ookrng at other plannlng unlts like 48060 (dlstance to Oakrldge vs Drew) and 46132 (dlstance to Fleet vs Drew ) as weII as other
plannlng unlts wrthin Ablngdon _current school boundary : : L R : :

As you are aware,'the schoo! is 45-50% free or reduced lunch and 35% white, The student body Is composed of 45 countries, Diversity |




s embrac_ed_and cel_ebrated at_ the _schoo_!. 1 do_not _f_e_e['iike_l need to e_laborate on _the merits of these s_ta_tistics_. L

Lastty, I would iske o polnt aut that many Abingdnn staff caII Falrllngl:on home In fact, five live in plannlng unlt 3631{) Four of them
have chltdren that attend or ptan to attend the school itisa pretty compelllng argument that these teachers have chusen to llve in a:
communlty in whlch they work and send (or want to send) thelr kldS there That should count for somethzng :

s my 's_ine_:_e_re ho_pe_t'hat_ you tarefd_l[y 'ask-yootseif._ttteae q'u_estions_

1. What 1mpact and mle does a glven planning wnit | ave eto Ets schooi communlty and What would Is the Impact shuuld be removed? 2 |
What coanectlon aes a gwen plimnmg umt have to the nef ' hborhood In whlch the schoo! is focated? 3 What Is the dlfferentia! (net ;
trave! gaén o Ioss tlme) between keeplng a planning umt within ltS extstlng school boundary and a new school?

“What does i mean;

' Applying Priorities
Uniformly
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Bostun or sent the Fort Meyer klds to Hoffman Bostcn butl understand compromlse

Iwas the SEPTA Representatwe to the Fleet Bi.PC My wnfe was on the Fieet naming committee and the Walkabaiatv commlttee You put
out you; prlontues--WaIkab]]lty and effmenmes Your proposed boundanes met that, We f" Iled out the endless surveys_a d partu:lpated =

aII the meetmgs that were he!d meetings B




Now you decrde ata workrng meetlng in Gctober that you are going to play chess witha few plannmg unlts from Fieet or Abmgdon and
just move them to Drew to "fix" the FARMS rate at Drew, You are the kmg and queen and we are your pawns. Drew (60%)has & Eower
FAR.MS rate than Rando]ph (67%), i)ut you don't p]an to change Randolph boundartes 67% FARMS Is ok i you don‘t rnake no:se

Based on my experlence to date With APS I have quest:oned your transparency since the fi rst CIP meetsng I attended in 2012 I reaily .
questionec! your transparency dunng the BLPC and Namlng process Those feit Eske you wanted _peaple to rubber stamp your. plans s

Then you came out wrth your: proposed boundarzes and. 1 was shocked that you kept your prom;se that Mr Goldstern delwered to the
BLP that the boundarles wu id expand not change or contract : o : IEER

You moved the Goal Posts an us at the last minute ind made thi's about fi xind FARM ratee at one schoof and not ybdr higheet FARM”:: '
school If. thls 15 a Tew top. prionty, !ook at Randolph and the rest of the, schools You have punted on your duty to Iook at this _'
holrstrcatiy across e Co nty :You backed away frum Iooklng at ai! boundar;es if you want to ﬁx FARM fates, look at aII the houndarles K

standards of i theY a"DW thP-lr Si'aff ta pick and chopse who s to foﬁow the rules I am asso interested in Ms Tallento expla:n]ng the :
1Rew; \ﬂe_ _on Boundanes o : : ; : ;

 Thank you for your time, -

Joe Everling -+

Dear Ms'.-Ta'lento,':' sl

i Hello, my name is WlII Steinmetz and I‘m a res]dent who lives n the Fairllngton neighborhood Flrst of. aII thank yoa for servlng on the :
£ school board and promotlng APS, The strong schoo[ system m Ar]lngton isa prlnupal reason why my wrfe and i purchased a hcme here, :

as we have a Fve—year—o]d in klndergarten and a three year oid in preschoo'

To that point I am emalllng to voice my strong dlspleasure wlth the lnlttatlve to shlft the smzth section of Falrhngton away from : :
. Abmgdon E[ementary Tm not gosag to provnde arguments focused on property values or, bus route eff crencres, I know that many other £
e Arllngton property owners deal with redistricting and that there won't be a tiramatlc change in bus expenses AR : SR




What Twill argue, however, Is that the *cohe_eiveness of Farrlmgton* (north and south) as a community and that *community 3 synergy .
with Abrngdon Elernentary* is weti estabiished and spemal In essence, what we have now is somethsng that any commumty in this AN T

country wcrutd asplre to have

st yesterday we. walked to the In north 5|de of Falrkngton to visit the ﬁre station and to attend the Fa|r||ngton Fail Festaval Thrs
morning we watked through the Fatrllngton Farmers Market with the rest of our nezghbors from across Farrizngton We'll be trick-or- 2301
treatlng throughout the nerghborhooct ln a couple weeks, and we'll be in ﬂorth Falrlmgton for the Chrlstmas party In December' :Before it

proposa!s conslstently had aEi of Fa;rhngton de i nated to Ablngdon 50 1 drd not feet the need to prowde wnte ln dunng the open 5
c_ornmeat penod Earlv last week when the ne /! October Revlsmn"._documents were uptoaded T was shocked to ﬁnd that on siade 36
there was a new coosideration to move South Fasrhngton to_Drew_ dlsappomted that the boundary plannlng commisséon wouid make 5

- such a A matic change (that will have a tremendo' : effect no

Falrlington is one of the most unlque communmes in Arllngton and in the Unrted States. _Our archltecture, hrstory, and commumty
organlzatlons support the synergy of our community this Syneray suppors Abrngdon and Artmgton Publlc Schools Please do not

Thank you Considering r_ny poin't_s. :

Best, Wil Steinmetz -
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Fairlingtan N
Boundary Change {Dear. Ms O'Gr_ady

and dlvrsmn of our cornmumtyl ;

| _Fair!ington _i_s_a___sde_r_;!a_t _commu_ni__ty_t_ha_t Uinites around one school. It Is the fabric of our community, My friends and nelghbors throughout




Fairlington send their children to Abingden - we connect through and in thls experience. As one commumty, we Support Ablngdon

provrdmg a _"partnersh|p" to the school that the School Board and AFS at large, should value and protect

In ae_knun'ledging ti}e c_onslderati_on fer t!_*le t_;o_und_ar_y pro_c_ess, _b_leas_e _cp_naider t_he__fpttowing: EE

?roxrmlty & Effrmency although the southern part of Falrllngton falls outside the walkable zone, most of it remains within 1 mite of -
Ablngdon. Every rnornlng there i a Slgnlf cant amount of walkmg traff‘ ic across the 395 bridge to FalrIlngtun I walk my son | e
equently with fnends and nelghbors across ttus brldge o Absngdon If you annex South Falrllngton, all Students in our plann i g ::

' ) lll need buslng o Drew, mcreasmg transportatlon costs and congesuon L : :

Con usty there are. no ma]or boundanes that separate South Fal zlington frorn Abmgdun. _The 395 bndge :s pedestnan fnendly Wi
large 5 dewa!k space and no need for crossmg guards. Mo i

South Fa|rl|ngton to. Drew wou!d create several ssgmf'cant boundara
Furtharmcu'e Ablngdon would remaln the c[usest school by d|stance ;

(parks ma]or Il _dways, etc 'between resulents ‘and the C
and proxrmlty fur South Fa|rl|ngtun resulents

Ablngdon is a part of our neighborhood annexang South _ ngton to Drew would dlsrupt the speclal reI onsh:p Farrllngtoa has wrth E
APS, Please consrder how lmportant the con i C ' Fa|rl|ngt0n residents! Dur fam:laes work together, our chaidreu:_
share parks and pools, clubs and communrty nrgan:zatlons' Famllles frorn alI over Fasrllngton meet together at Abrngdon We see
ourselves as QONE COMMUNITY and have done 50 slnce 1 ngtun was estabiished in the 1940's.:The 395 baundary is an arkf cIaI
border that does nut dzvlde usl If the schoo! board were to annex South Fairlmgt n to DrewJ th|s h|stor|c, un|que, and very speclal

commumty wou[cl Iose one of the most s;gml' cant threads that tund us,

P_lease_c"on_s'ide_r'rrly \rulc_e _and the volées of n"ly_nelghh_'er_s as you m_clv'e 'fo:mard_ with the boundasy process. .-

Best Regards,

Catherine Stelnmetz

il am wrrtmg ln regard to the recent school board dlscussron about the elementary school boundaﬂes wrthln the Fa|r||ngton : :
nerghborhood Wh||e dlscussmg potential houndary proposals, It was suggested that Fairlrngton could be divided and the southern pa;t e




of Fairlington could be annexed by Drew Elementary Scheol, I am concerned about dividing the Fairlington community for several -~}
reasqns;. . . IR TR L . . . e

L Proxumrty Students in south Fairhngton can currently walk to schoo! and that would not be a vrable optzon if they go to Drew
Rather, they weuld need to be bussed or dnven : : :

2 Effciency Movlﬁg the pupulat on of the southem part of FalrEington to Drew W|II 1ncrease the transportatlon costs Addltlenat buses
needed for a !onger penod of 'rne, would be requw d to rnu ¢
waikable boundary roads, -

or Falrlington s Iarge student popufation over mutt:p!' nun—

4, Dlsrupt[nn]Stab _ty Many students current!v at Ablngdon hive, experlenced the cunstruction/etc. and have heen al Abingdon for:
several years Mo\nng them now would be drsruptrve North and South Falrllngton eFfectavely functson as one community, and it would
be a shame to see lt dlwded by schools .

r your_ considera on

10/14/18 Abingdon
Boundaries

Andrea Carpenter =+

Deer A 'ngtor'_i _' '

I'm a re5|dent o_ Faar]lngton and am very cnncerned about the proposai to redraw sehool boundanes to move the southern poztlon o B
Falrllrtgton to Drew Eiementary Scheei Falr!lngton is one communlty, not two, Thera Is a mlsperceptlon that the bndge uver 395 dlwdes
us, this bndge facm_ es our actevltles and unites us.as a communlty Jugt this weekemi the fire statnon In Farriington held a heavnly i
attended event fer the who!e cummun]tv Whlle the event was held on the north side of the communlty, it was equally attended by

residents frem both sectlons of Falrilngton he same hutds for a Fall Festwal ln the North Falrk egten Community Center. Ssmllady, the :
Falrllngton !-'armers Market which serves a]l of Falrllngten, is on the southem 5|de, though is used bv all of Farrlmgton ans, - e

Abrngdo Iementary Schoo! is 0, 4 m|les from my hduse, wttste Drew Is over 2 mlles, makrng Abmgdon walkab!e and cenvenient whlle
Drew is not Our wa!k o Abmgdon does not cross any major streets or hlghways, the bndge over 395, 1ncludmg the wide 5|dewatks and

; bike Ianes, ensures that the walk to Ablngdon s safe, Conversely, mnving the southern pertzon of Faldington Yo Drew would requ|re e




_ additlonal costs For busrng, and is thus not eff csent or cost effectwe Grven that APS transportatron system is atready "stralnrng at the -
-15eams”, accordlng to Kristen (sorry, don‘t know her Jast name), keepsng ali of | Farrlrngton in Abingdon wouid not exacerbate the already |
stralned system My court in Falriington has several s‘tudents whu quallfy for bussrng to Abingdon, but every stu ent walks We plan to
walk too. Abrngdon is the eas;est and "most Iogrcat" schuol fur aiI of Fairllngton, fo. quote Dr Kannlnen : :

Frnally, inthe Iast School. Boarc! Work Sessron, ther _was drscussron of "nelghborhond schoots“ and the lmportance of "commumty“ = the
: IFairlington nerghborhood is one communrty and our school rs_Abéngdon. Sepalating the two neéghborhnods would be drsrus}tive to an
establlshed ’ mrnunlty Thls Is snmethlng that aIE fve board members cleary stated. Whrle I understand the need to, reduce the Free
and Reduced Lunches at Drew, it does not seem eff‘crent effectlve, or fair, to achleve thls one ob]ectlve at lhe cost of maietaming

nerghborhood contrgulty and waIkabrEsty, whéch as Ms Van Doren hxghhghted is the clear and overwheimlng desire of the community

Thank y'ou'in 'ad\_rance _for.'yo_ur time and consideration of my comments

Sincerely, Patrick Endress :.

ngle and Arlingt_on t’uhl_ic Schouls Sehboi Buard Staff:

am writing regard the elementary school boundary process, spemﬂcally 1n response to Iast week workrng session. My daughter, 3
! attends Patrick Henry Eie entary Schooi and 1n the lnltral draﬁ: of the new bGUﬂdaI‘IES, our plannlng unrt had been NE
0 contlnue on to. Allce West Fleet Elem tary : e s L k

e Werg eiated to !earn thls as that | means that our daughter could Stay wrth the frlends she has macie and contlnue on mth them to :
homas Jerferson Mlddle School We had moved from Washmgton, D. c ‘to Ariington specrrcaiiv for Patrsck Henry because or its rich

thmcr culturai Eznguistic, and so oeconornlc dlversrty and proven success at closing the achlevement gap. Based on the makeup of the &
: student pope!atron alone, my daughter is Iearnrng to] navrgate the wodd In a pnsltrve way, Her teacher has a glaba! ciassroom that
: focuses on a drfferent country to travek to each week and she has !nvrted parents fmm those countr s, or wzth an “affin ty fora:
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keep SFairfington f i
To whom_ tt 'may concem:

the Etementary Boundary Process Iandlng page. What I found rearr‘ rmed what I already knew our planmng unrt is Incredrbly dwerse
‘{Based an the 2017 actoal data, 44% of the elementary aged children in 46010 are economleally dlsadvantaged Flfty -four percent of our

Spanlsh Amharsc Thai, and Hindl among other Ianguages. Forty "ne percerat of our communlty is Hlspanlc
_:' In aggregate, the piannmg units south of Cotumbia P:ke Include double dlglt representation from every ethnlc group asrde from “Other” :

E (9%) The percentage oF econormcaﬂy drsadvantaged students in our .plannlng un|t5 may be as hlgh as 45% I fall to understand how :
: our nelghborhoods would 3

< Perring Punwani

plannlng umt is compnsed of Engllsh Language Learners, and based on my understanding of our cornrnunity, those cha!dren speak

ke much ofa dlﬁerence to i

Addstsonatiy, I arn concerned about altgnment My daughter, rf she is sent o Drew Modei School would be. taken away from the frlends
she hes made at Patnck Henry and then have a few years to make deep relatronshlps wrth new frlends Then she wou!d be separated i
from rnany of those very chi!dren inthe 6th grade when she would attend Thomas Jefferson Mlddle School The rest of the ch §dren
would feed into Gunston and Keamore Mlddle Schoots This goes agalnst the pnnclples that the Schoo! Board stated were your

the Alice West Fieet Elementary zone This Is where we should stay

Thaek you: for aII of the work that you do I understand that thls Is ot’ten a thank!ess ]Ob I am an edocator myself 1 also enderstand
that this proc : h g been h i nging For the sake of transparency, it ¢ nly m k _sense to co t ue the process asyou started It

Thank ou for veur-@:cnsiderati_on

at Abingdon

o E)rew Elementary Schoo! rather than Abtegdoo Elementarv School, We moved to Fairlrngton about two. years ago hecause of the

Iam wrltlng to express my :gnlf“cant dlsappolntment wrth the proposa| to redlstrlct the stude ] '_rn the South Falrllngton neighborhood

l‘ight—knit commumty t’eeitng Smce our arnva!, we have corne to Iove our comn unlty and partlcrpate rn communlty eve : wlth both




unlted W|th our nelghbors agross Falr!ington To dlwde students at this juncture would fracture the communlty and ensure South
: Falrllngton students are separated from the communlty they know and Eove SRR _' B

‘lon a persnnai nnte, our— : sghter as been enrolled through the IEP pmcess _in i at Abmgdon fur the past

ear and a half, She has had a wnnderful BxJ erlance and has prugressed slgnlﬁcantl i : In addition to her L
h, our daughter * anxlety and I have been using our weekly visits to he _ asa way

of orlentlng her ko the school and prepanng her fo dergarten there he ttsought of having to restart thls effort and dlsrupt her
comfort and famlitanty h Ab‘ gdon fs. ext mely dssconcertmg.

I_:hqpe_ you will reconside_r-this brqpos'a!'_.for 'p_x_Jr' '_co_rr_l'rrtunéty' and for 'chiidrén' like my 'datl_ghter.

| Regards, Amy Cowart




