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A B

To get from A to B…
…it’s best to go through C.

C
Community



“Prerequisites of Progress”

• Understanding

• Trust

• Permission

• Support



Meeting Objectives / 
Agenda

• Inform the Process
How has facility design evolved 
to support learning?

• Clarify the Challenge
What does it mean to “optimize” the 
Career Center site?  

• Receive Guidance
What informs the design concepts?
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Agricultural

What’s 
happening in 

facility design?

Industrial Post-Industrial

One space Many different spaces

Many similar spaces

Adaptable
Flexible
Varied
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What’s 
happening 
in Virginia?



Corridor

Spaces like this…



Circulation / Collaboration

diverse learning 
environments for a 
variety of learning 

activities 
and preferences

transparency and 
connectivity 

adaptable spaces  
and flexible, 

comfortable furniture

…are now like this.



Classroom

Spaces like this…



Learning Studio

…are now like this.



Library

Spaces like this…



Knowledge Market

…are now like this.



Cafeteria

Spaces like this…



Innovation Commons

…are now like this.



Auditorium

Spaces like this…



Learning Theater

William Ross Architects

…are now like this…



Multi-Use Performance

…and this.



Multi-Use Performance

…and this.



Courtyard

Spaces like this…



Outdoor Learning / Lab

NAC Architecture

…are now like this.



Learning Space Types

NAC Architecture

Say what you mean
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Case Studies: 
Schools in High-Density Zones
• Land-constrained

• Mixed-use adjacencies

• More vertical than horizontal

• Creative use of outdoor space

• Well-developed ground plane

• Integral to the community experience

• Strong identity, presence

• Simple forms, compact footprint

• Greater reliance on public transportation
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William Jones College Preparatory High School
Chicago

Perkins + Will



Designed by, Perkins + will

William Jones College Preparatory High School
Chicago



Arthur Phillip High School
Austrailia

Grimshaw Architects



Arthur Phillip High School
Austrailia



Yuying Secondary School
China



Yuying Secondary School
China



Hunters Point Middle School
New York City

FXFOWLE



Hunters Point Middle School
New York City



Roy and Diana Vagelos Education Center
Columbia University

Diller Scofidio + Renfro



Roy and Diana Vagelos Education Center
Columbia University



Entry Level Floor Plan 

Second Level Floor Plan 
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Roy and Diana Vagelos Education Center
Columbia University



The New School
New York City

Designed by, Perkins + willSOM



The New School
New York City

Designed by, Perkins + will



Osasco High School
Brazil

Designed by, Perkins + willShieh Arquitectos Associates



Osasco High School

Designed by, Perkins + will

Brazil

NAC Architecture



Hazel Wolf K-8
Seattle, Washington

NAC Architecture



Takeaways:

• Up, Not Out
Trading air space for green space

• Anytime, Anywhere
All spaces are learning spaces

• See, Be Seen
Visual, spatial, social connectivity

• Future Ready
If not now, soon

• Community Mindset
Connections that reflect, reinforce community priorities

• Design Matters
Good design helps connect people to a place and 
one another
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ARLINGTON CAREER CENTER

MISSION
Instill a passion for learning by doing.

VISION
A dynamic community of self-determined 

learners connected through authentic, 
client-based work.



ARLINGTON CAREER CENTER

CTE ALT
Academic 
Academy

HILT
Institute

Program for
Employment
Preparedness

AT
Engineering

Industrial Trades

IT/Digital Media

Health/Medical

Human/
Public Service
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What happens 
next year?

In the fall of 2018, the projected 
enrollment for Arlington Tech 

will exceed the number of seats 
available at the Career Center.
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In the fall of 2019, the 
projected enrollment for 

Arlington Tech will double the 
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at the Career Center.
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It is unclear how these 
additional 200 seats for 

Arlington Tech are to be 
accommodated. 
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CTE ALT 800 additional seats

The program for these 
800 seats is TBD.
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Planning/Design/Construction 
Timeline

2020 2021 2022

CC
WG

Planning/Design

Construction

4 years minimum

2018 2019 2023

Summer 
‘20

Summer 
‘22

Summer 
‘18

BLPC 
PFRC
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MEETING SCHEDULE

1/29 2/21 1/26

*Stantec to provide design concepts 
per guidance from CCWG.
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PLANNING AND DESIGN 

• Vision / Guiding Principles
• Student Capacity
• Instructional Program
• Educational Specifications
• Site, Civic, and Cultural Context
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PLANNING AND DESIGN 

• Student Capacity

Given our charge and all that 
you know, what’s our target?

64



2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

Fall of: 

50
0

10
00

15
00

20
00

25
00

30
00

13
00

21
00

CTE ALT

F

(50)

(100 + 50)

(200 + 100 + 50)

(200 + 200 + 100 + 50)

Sc
ho

ol
 Y

ea
r

Number of Seats at the Career Center

S

(200 + 200 + 200 + 100)

(200 + 200 + 200 + 200)

CTE ALT

CTE ALT AT

CTE ALT AT JAT

CTE ALT AT AT AT S

CTE ALT AT AT AT AT

CTE ALT ARLINGTON TECH

future seats?

Programs/Capacity in Place

800 additional seats

19
00

11
00

65



Above all else, 
what must this project do?

After the must-dos, 
what else should it do?

In addition, 
what else could this project do?
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PLANNING AND DESIGN 

• Vision
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